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999 E Steret, NW

Washington, DC 20463

_RE:  MUR 6439 — World Wrestling Entertainment, Inc. (“WWE”)

and Vincé McMahoi

Dear Mr Jordan:

y On behalf of World Wrestling Entertainment, Inc. (“WWE”) and Mr. Vincent McMahon,
we submit this conanlidated response to the formal Complaint submitted to the Federal Election

Commission (“Commission”) on December 2, 2010, which Complaint was transmitted to WWE
and Mr. McMahas by your letter dated December 13, 2010.

For the reasons stated herein, we respectfully submit that the Complaint fails to provide 'a
factual basis showing a reason to believe that a violation was committed by WWE or Mr.

McMahon of the Federal Election Catnpaigh Act (“FECA™). Instead, as we will demonstrate,
the Complaint seeks to abridge WWE's constitutional right to engage in responsive speech to
defend itself from negative attacks mudo against it daring the Connecticut senatorial race. The
Camplaint is based on mething more tan the specuiation, inunsndo w@mi conjecture of oxe of the
persans who eogage in aod dineoied negeties sizoech against WWE duriiig the seaatecial
campaigg, Nancy DiiNardp, iize Cheirwemnan of the Corumeticut Dtmecmatic State Central
Comnxittee (“Ms. DiNardo™). In essence, Ms. DiNardo now seeks federal censure against WWE

and Mr. McMabon because the WWE exercised its First Amendment rights ta respond to the
attacks made on it during campaign season. Herein, WWE and Mr. McMahon pravide factual
context for the actions of WWE challenged by the Complaint. Absolutely none of that highly
relevarit context was provided in the Complaint. Once that context becomes clear, this
Complaint is best sexn as a direct attemnpt tv cast First Amendment responsive speech as Hllegal.

If the theme of the Complaint is ever accepted as a viable theory, it would ignore the

Commizion’s miee and deaisions aotl raiss substantial ard iimurmouatable First Amedénent

issenn. Coennission 1ulne and regulations canld then aperate to divest a person ar corpoeatinn

under attack of ita tight to respaed ta suph spoech during peliticet campaigns.
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Additionally, the Complaint plainly implicates matters outside the scope of FECA, such
as Ms. DiNardo’s fanciful contention that WWE produced a wrestling program on election night
to suppress the vote in Bridgeport. That canard was include in t.wComplamteventhcuglMs
DiNarde clearly knew the vote ia Bridjoport was not suppressed and, in faut, turneat was so
large thmt polis hael to nexxain open past regular closing time to axeoramodne voters paablo to
cast their ballets,

Far the reasons developed more fully herein, we respectfully submit that the Complaint
should be summarily dismissed by the Commission.

L THE COMMISSION'S STANDARD FOR SUMMARY DISMISSAL

By law and the Commission’s practices and procedures, the Commission has the power
to investigate alleged FECA violatio:as only where there is “reason to believe” that a violation
has been committed. 2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)(2). The Commission may find a “reason to believe”
that a violation occzirmid anly where a cemplaint states “sufficient apecific facts, which, if proven
true, would constitite a violation of tke FECA.” Statement of Reasons, MUR 496G (Hillary
Rodham Clinton for U.S. Senate Exploratory Committee) at 1 (Dec. 21, 2000). Complaints not
based upon personal knowledge must identify a souree of information that reasonably gives rise
to a belief in the truth of the allegations presented. See 11 C.F.R. § 111.4(d){2); MUR 4545
(ClintonGore 96 Primary Cornm./Amtrak) ("While the available evidence is inadequate to
determine whether the costs of the Tiain Trip wete properly paid, the complainant’s allegations
are not sufficient to support a finding of resson e belisve . . . .”); MUR 3534 (Bibleway Chureli
of Atlas Roed} (“[Tlhere was a hack of evidencn indéeating the literature was distributed on
behall of tise [Respondent] or at ita expense.”). Mere spurilation ts mot acoezptod as ttie by the:
Caommission, na: ate unwarrasind legal conclusicns acazpted as encurate or xue. Id. See also
MUR 4869 (Americas Postal Workers Union); Statament of Reasons of Chairman Wold ard
Commissioners Mason and Thomas, MUR 4850 (Fossella) (Jul. 20, 2000). The Commission
does not impose a heightened evidentiary threshold on a respondent confronted with general
allegations of coordination, as is the case here, in order to obtain summary dismissal. Statement
of Reasons, MUR 6277 (In re Robert Kirkland) (Jan: 28, 2011). Nevertheless, even if sufficient
facts were alleged in the Complaint, it should be sownmarily dismissed if the response refutes
those allegations with “sufficiently compelling evidence.” See Stutameat of Reasons, MUR
4960 at 2.
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I. THE COMPLAINT

The Complaint is not based on personal knowledge and completely fails to point to any .
instance of actual improper coordination. Simply put, Ms. DiNardo does not claim to have been
privy to any commurtientamns terewnm Mr. end Mis. Mcldahomrar &or that matter iexyboaly.
Inateud, ti:e Complaiat is bened on Ms. DiilNmdo's eonjecture anit speculation regarding wisst shn
terms three examples of “possible improper conrdination™ betwean Lirda McMakon, the
Repuklicen candidate in the senatorial race, and WWE. Not only is the Complaint completely
devoid of any actual evidence of such “passible illegal coardination,” it makes no attempt to

. . Offfer facts meeting definitions in this Commission’s regulations defining those terms. On its-

face, it is based on nothing more than Ms. DiNardo’s hyperbolic conjecture that it is -
“jmconceivable” tinit improper coordination did not occur, largely based on muthing more than

the fact Linda McMabhon is the wife of Mr. McMahon, the Chairman of WWE and controlling
sharekolder of WWE,

Indeed, the Copnplaint apons with a fahity pmpmite—that WWE is Linda McMahon's
“family’s company.” In fact, WWE is a publicly traded company, but Mr. McMahon, not Mrs.
McMabhon, is the dominant and controlling shareholder of WWE. See Affidavit of Vincent
McMahon, { 3, Exh. A. Based solely on her errancous conclusioas about the individual stock
ownership of the McMahon family in WWE, Ms. DiNardo concludes that she is justified in
“implying” that Linda McMahon continues to “retain ultimate financial responsibility for WWE
events.” In fact and law, however, Linda McMahon resigned from her former management
position with WWE when she announc=d her candidacy in Septersber 2089. Press Release,
World Wrestling Ei€ertainngem, Inc., WWE's Linda MeMahon Resigns to Run for 1J.S. Senats,
Sept. 16, 2009, available ut hup://accparate. wwe.coan/newa/2009/091602-1.jsp. In Noveintse
2009, Mrs. MoMnimn resipned from the Baoat of Direomrs. McMalron ASE., 4, Exh. A. Linia
McMoalma individually owns & smal! fraction of the cutstanding sharez of WWE, and in no svay
could or doas exexcise control over WWE matters as a result of her small individual ownership
of WWE stock. As sucb, contrary to Ms. DiNardo’s incorrect legal oonclusion that Linda
McMahon “continues to retain ultimate financial responsibility for WWE events,” Linda
McMahon has had precisely no responsibility, financial or otherwise, for WWE events or WWE
matters since her resignation from all positions with WWE in fall 2009. McMahon Aff., 11 4, 5,
ExkL. A.

Bagvd on nothing move than the faot that Linda McMahon is married to Vincu McMahon,
and ceonplefely igroring =il the eveats whtma figarml in WWE’e nnieprzaslent deaision to speak
out to protect its rarae and reputation from intmuse and unralenting attack, Ms. DiNardo
postulates that three actions of WWE “may involve illegal coordination”™ or “may represent [an]
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illegal coordinated campaign expenditure” or that an event sponsored by WWE “may represent
illegal coordination™ and even that the scheduling of a WWE event in Bridgeport on election
night “suggest(ed] intent to suppress vdier ramout in the area.”!

Mn. DiN| audo finde i0"imconcatvaliie” that the thnee nctians of WWE questioned by her
were not undertaken in coordination with Linda McMahon’s Senate Campaign. Those three
actions, as polemically charagterized by Ma. DiNardo, are (1) “WWE's pelitical campaign and
rapid respense news media operation” on behalf of Linda McMahan's Senate Campaign, (2) the
scheduling of “Fan Appreciation Day” by WWE in Hartford on the Saturday before the election,

. .. and (3) “WWE's potential interference with voting on election night in Bridgeport” because it
taped a television show there that night.

On its face, the Complaint reflects speculative and unsupported allegations warraating
summary dismiszal. When the factual cuntext for the actions and speech of WWE challenged by

1 This allegation, made withaut ope iota.of factual support. is beyond the Commission’s
jurisdiction in any event. When a complaint cites activity which does not constitute a violation
of the FECA, the Commission may find no reason to believe. See Statement of Reasons, MUR
4960, supra; Statement of Reasans, MUR 4869 (American Postal Workers Union) (Mar. 21,
2000).

It is odd aral franidy indicative of intent to misuse this Commission’s proous that
Comphulmnt continued 1 ingiude this frivolous assertion in the Compiaiag filed aftar the
electiens since by then it was well known that voter turnout in Bridgeport was so large that polls
had to be kept open late by special court order. See Bob Connors et al., Court Hearing, Extended
Voting Howrs Qver Bridgepart Ballats, NBC Conumecticnt, Nov. 2, 2010, awilabis dt.
http://www.nbcsonnscticut.com/news/elections/2010/more-racas/Folls-Bunning-Low-on-
Ballots-106559278.htmt; Judge Orders Bridgeport Polls to Stay Open Until 10:00 p.m., New
Haven Register, Nov. 2, 2010, available at http://www.nhregister.com/articles/2010/
11/02/news/doc4cd0ac00350ed418107899.txt. It was also widely reported that the persons

- responsible for having sufficient ballots present clearly misjudged in the Bridgeport area. See,

e.g., BRIDGEPORT ‘CHAOS': 21,000 ballors readied for 69,000 registered voters, Cenmecticut
Post, Nov. 3, 2010, available at http://www ctpost.com/aews/article/BRIDGEPORT-CHAOS-
21-000-dallots-reudied-for-787274.php. Thus, as of the date the Complaint was flied, Ms.
DiNardo cinadly kieew that thn vot: was not suppressi:d and in faot was so large that the polls in
Bridgepart ware ardered to reinain apes past their sehadmisd closiny time to enable voters in lina
at the polls m vote.
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M:s. DiNardo is actually provided, as we do here in summary fashion, it is clear that the )
Complaint is a misguided attempt to punish WWE for defending its reputation by engaging in
respeasive speech to atmcks an WWE during the 2010 seratorial campaign.?

III. NECESSARY FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Followiag her resignation fram WWE to pursue the Republican nomination in the fall of
2009, and as has been widely reported, Linda McMahon organized and ran a largely self-funded
campaign—first for the nomination of her party and, once nominated, during the geneml )
election. Typically, the person who handled media inquiries for the McMahon campaign was

2 The right to exgage in regponsive speech is a core fimdamental tanct of First Amendment
jurisprudence. “The first remedy of any victime [sic] of defamation is self-help—using available
opportunities to contradict the lie or correct the error and thereby to minimize its adverse impact
on reputation.” Geriz v. Robert Weick, Inc., 418 U.S. 323, 344 (1974). See id. (noting that
public figures are expected to use their significantly graater access to mass media and thtir own
free-speech rights to defend their reputations); Dun & Bradstreet, Inc. v. Greenmass Builders,
Inc.,472 U.S. 749, 777 & n.3 (1985) (same); Curtis Publ’g Co. v. Butts, 388 U.S. 130, 164
(1967) (plurity op.) (same). See also Miami Herald Publ’g Co. v. Tornillo, 418 U.S. 241 (1974)
(holding that newspapers could not be compelled to print victim’s reply to character attacks and
thus requiring victim to self-fumd and posaibly self-publish responsive speech, but necessarily
recognizing victim’s right to make this respomsive speech); Red Lion Broad. Ce. v. FCC, 395
U.S. 367 (1959) (approving [now-voluntarily-repealed] FCC regulations allowing any person
attirched on bxoadesst netwark to air response o astack); Wash. Stale Grange v. Wank State
Repuililican Party, 552 U.S. 44z, 461 (2008) (Raberts, C.J., conouxing) (noting that political
party has na general right to stop disreputable person from expressing personal preference for
that party, as “party protects its message in such a case through responsive speech: of its own”);
Cook v. Gralike, 531 U.S. 510, 532 (2001) (Rehnquist, CI., concurring) (noting importance of
allowing politicians to effectively counter attacks against them via responsive-speech rights);
Good News Club v. Milford Cent. Sch., 533 U.S. 98, 124-26 (2001) (Scalia, J., concurring)
(explainimg that free-speech right o voice opinion from particular-viewpoint carries corollary
right to persuasively speai in defense of that opimion when that cpinion is attacked); Rosenblatt
v. Buer, 383 U.8. 75, 92 (1966) (Stewart, J., concurrizg) (“The right of a =mn to the protection of
his own reputstivn from unjustified invasiom and wrongful hurt reflects no more them our basic
concept of tix essontial dignity and worth of every human being—a concept dt tho oot of eny
deaent systema of ondered liberty.”).
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Mr. Ed Patru, who had no affiliation with WWE before or since the campaign. Conversely,
WWE had its own Public Relations and Corporate Communication staff to handle media
inquiries regarding WWE, including Mr. Robert Zimmerman, Vice Presideist of that Department,
and Michelle Wilson, Executive Vice President of Marketing.

A recurring thame of tha senatorial campiign aantestert by Mrs. McMahon was for her
opponents to make negative statements regarding WWE's business or history, sometimes with
respect to 1uatters that were docades old. These attacks on WWE cften resulted in various media
contacting WWE for comment, context, or facts, and WWE personnel would typically respond to
protect the reputation of WWE. An example of such attacks was a Politico article regarding
claims made and settied nearly two decades ago against two former WWE employees of
inappropriare sexual misconduct. Ben Smith & Maggie Habenman, Linda McMahon sworldof
wrestling, Politico, July 30, 2010, available at http://www.politico.com/news/stories/
0710/40476.1tml. Such stories directly and negafively affected WWE's reputation and,
themsiore, toz company foand it neeassary tn reapoad to protect its isoepeadent interests. Sae
McMnhom Aff. f 8, 36, Exh. A; Wilson Aff. I 7, 26, Erh. B. While tise context of tha
senaterial camnpaign meant divat the attaeks againat the Caenpany wan: gemralty used as a seethad!
to ettack: its farmez CEQ Linta McMahoa, the Campany respanded to defend its sepacate and
independent interests, not Mrs. McMahon’s palitieal aspirations. The Company’s reputation, its
fans, its empiloyees, its entertmnels, and its brand were the subjects of a well-publicized,
politically-motivated : atrack.? In order to protect its reputation and good name, the WWE

3 ' See Paul Bass, As a Senate Race Tightens, Wrestling Becomes a Campa:gn Issue, The

New York Times, Sept. 29, 2010, available at http:/{www.nytimes.com/2010/09/29/
nyregion/29conn.html; Ken Dixon, His lead vanished, Blumenthal now counts on debate with
McMahon, Connecticut Post, Sept. 28, 2010, avdilable at http://www.newstimes.com/news/
article/His-lead-vanished-Blumeehal-now-caunts-on-678661.php; Susan Haigh, Dems, unicas
bash McMahon, WWE in Conn. Semaiz race, Associzted Prass, Sept. 22, 2010, avaizbie at
http://absnews.ga.com/Palitics/wireStary?id=11702904; Brian Lockbart, WWE: State auditing .
company for misclassification of employees, Connecticut Post, Sept. 15, 2010, available at
http://www .ctpost.com/news/articie/WWE-State-auditing-company-for-misclassification-
658473.php; Eric Kleefeld, Does Linda McMehon Have a Dead Wrestler Problem?, Talking
Points Mema, Sept. 9, 2010, available at http://tsmdc.taikingpointsmsmo.corn/2010/09/does-
linds-mwonalmir-have-a+dead-wmestinr-problem.php; Ed Stannard, Mcdéahan slammed in
deaths of wrestlers; Blumrnthal, ashar say her firm is ot faudt, The New Haven Register,

Sept. 5, 2010, availahle at http.//www.nhregister.comsarticics/2010/09/053/news/
doc4c830375dfb70636128115.txt, Ted Mann, Dead wrestler’s father hlasts McMohon, WWE,
The Day, Aug. 26, 2010, available at kitp://www.theday.cam/articke/20100826/
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responded to explain the nature of its Company and its products — family entertainment,
community outreach, and high employee morale—and on the issues used to portray WWE in a
negative light.

Tha megative campaign tactics against WWE were not isolated, random nor infrequent

during the senatorial campaign. The regularity and tenor with which these attacks were levied

against the WWE foreed it to respend to protect its reputation. For imstanee, in Masch 2010,
speaking to the fact that Mr. McMabon was not appearing with his wife oo the campaign trail,
Ms. DiNardo was quoted as stating that “[n]atrally, they’re goirg to not have Vince there so
people can remember the company that she has created, which promotes sex and violence.”
Neil Vigdor, Paging Vince McMahon: Flamboyant WWE showman keeps a low profile during
wife's Senate Run, The Stamford Advocate, Mar. 26, 2010, available at
http:?www.stamfordadvucate.com/news/article/Paging- Vince-McMahon+ Flamboyant-WWE-
shownaan-424644.php. In August 2010, Ms. DiNardo stated “As the party chair, I'm not going
to let her bankgmund . . . go umrecorded. Yon've had a womana whos [sic] mede her billions by
prvmoting violanee, mppe, degrading women amd developmentally isabled people . . ..” Neil
Vigdor, McMabon basks in congratulations, national attention, News Times, Aug. 11, 2010,
awailable at http://www .aewstimes.com/news/article/McMahon-basks-in-congratulations-
national-612491.php. '

The negative speech directed at WWE intensified during early to mid-October. Looking
only at the senatorial debates telecast throughout Connecticut on October 4, 7 and 12, there were
allegations that WWE sont jobs overseas by buying merchandise there; that WWE had paid a
million dollars to lobbyists to “strong-arm Congress” to prevent legislation that would impose
penalties on corepmries that nmrket sox und violence; thut there nas an imvwatigation iato
“criminnl sllegaiians™ regamling &M/Ti’s elzxaificaion of wredtiers as brdependent contrariars;

NWS12/308269378/1018; Pever Appleborae, Politics, Wrestling and Accountability, The New
York Timus, Aug. 25, 2010, awailable at http://www.nytimes.co:/2010/08/26/nyregion/
26towns.html; Brikn Lackhart, Wrestler’s death ranews focus on McdMahon, WWE, Counccticot
Post, Aug. 17, 2010, available at http://www.ctpost.com/news/article/Wrestler-s-death-renews-
focus-on-McMahon-WWE-619584.php; Elyse Siegel, Dick Blumenthal Fires At Linda

‘McMahon Over WWE ‘Violence, Sex and Abusive Treatment of Women’, The Huffington Post,

July 4, 2010, available at hitp://www tnffmgronpost.com/2010/07/02/dick-blumenthal-fires-
at_n_633857.html; Peswer Wallswn & Dewlin Barreni, Pro Wrestling's Image Looms Over Senate
Raor, The Wall Street Journad, 3lily 2, 2010, availuble at hitp://oniine.wsj.comiarticle/
SB10001424052748704525704575341093327012212. hanl.
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that WWE dodged taxes for unemployment compensation, Social Security and Medicare; that
WWE had paid lobbyists to lielp with a steroid investigation by Congress; that WWE had
marketed sex and violence to children; that WWE had lobbied state legislatures to stop steroid
and drug testing; that WWE required wrestlers to sign “de#th clauses” absolving WWE of all
respossibilily towacds ies tainat; and thut WWE’s wellness puiicy for wrestiurs was “not workiny
too well, there hiava binia sevaral éead wrastlers sines she stested oanipeigning for this offiec.”

_ In the face of the negative speech directed at WWE outlined above, WWE exercised its

* right to engage in responsive speech to protect its business and reputation. ' One example of the
WWE's responsive speech was the “Stand Up for WWE” program. On October 18, 2010, WWE
issued a press release announcing a “mew viral casnapalgn” launched that day on WWE.com and
social networking websites. The press release indicared that WWE would currect factual
inorruracirs thnt hmi bean remrted nbost it darisig tie eicction season. Press Releass, Wotld
Wanstling E:xterteinmeni, hc., Faus Stend Uil for WWE, Oct. 18, 2010, gveniably or
http:/corporata. wwe.cont/news/2010/2010_15_18,jsp. That smne day, WWE postad a :
videotapsd meessage by Wir. MeMahsn on WWE’s webwite. In the videotaped message posted on
wwe.cam, Mr. McMahon explained to WWE’s fans the reason for initiating the “Stand Up far
WWE"” program.” Mr. McMahon's statement was decidedly apolitical. He made the entirely
accurate statement that the Connecticut senatorial campaign had “put the spotlight on WWE"”
and had “resulted in some negative ahd inaccurate attacks on our company.” He then explained
that he wus reaching eut “directly to you, tlie WWE Universs, our fans, to provide you tho real
fasrs about WWE.” He did not expremsly advacate the sluctiva or defem of either camdidat: tiveu
or » any tinm dering the: “Stand Up for WWE” program aed is not allegud so Lave: deue so
argivihare in thz Cnompleiat. Tracseript of “Vinca McMahar addresses the WWE Universc”
(Oni. 18, 2010) (Exthibit K); see also “Vince McMzhen addresses the WWE Universe,” Stahd
Up for WWE Videos, WWE.com/isside/standupforwws/videos (lest accassed Feb. 4, 2011).

w
.
T

The decision to mount the “Stand Up for WWE" program was made entirely by WWE
and its personnel, and neither the program itself, the timing of it, how it should be sanducted, nor

4 Transcripts of October 4, 2010, October 7, 2010 and October 12, 2010 Connecticut
Senate Debatas (Exizibits C to E).
S Mr. McMahon's statement announcing the “Stand Up For WWE" program is the one
quoted on page 2 of the Complaint.
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| the content of the “Stand Up for WWE” program were discussed between the WWE personne]

involved or the staff of Linda McMahon’s campaign. McMahon Aff., I 7-11, Exh. A; Wilson
A%, § 25, Exh. B. To defend itself and its repmation from the wel-publicized attacks on the
Comypuny, WWE utilized the social media setwork to do so. WWE posted numerous videos en
its website designed to giwe a mpre balomoed pmaemtatign of WWE, and utidiked its pagos on -
Facebaok, YouTube and the liko to address s issaioy mised by the negative spercis dissoted at
WWE. Ngna of timt content edvocated for the elastion or dafeat of may candidate, tuit insazacd
focused entirely on WWE’ snealhumandﬁmposmv::mpactoftheCmnpanymthehvasof
its employees, its fans, and the broader community.5 The “Stand Up for WWE” progrem was a
direct rebutta to the negative aftacks against the Company itself.

During the “Stand UpforWWE" program, videos were produced by WWE and posted
on WWE'’s websits of various elected officials whe, on a bipantisaa basis, had saluted WWE
generally and its work on behalf of our armed services, including President Obama, former
President Gearge R, -ami other high profile pelitivians of bath parties. Exliibit N, Video CD,
at tragits 1-4; seenilro Stamd Up for WWE Videos, WWE.com/inside/standupiorarwe/videos.
Similarly, a vida wvas posted on WWE's wabsite of varione celebrities who bad agpeared oa-
WWE programs attesting to the profcssienalism of WWTIE and their respactive experiences with
WWE. Exhibit N, Video CD at track 5; see also Transcript of “Celebrities Riscuss Experiencing
the Power of WWE (Exhibit L). Numerous employees filmed comments regarding their work at
WWE and their pride in working there, and those testimonials were also posted on WWE's
website. Exhibit N, Video CD at ttack 6.

WWE also posted its factaal positions on issues n-volvmg WWE that hsd been distoited,
embellished and at t1mes manufactused during the campmign on its website as pat of th “Stand
Up for WWE” program.” Tliis was Gone under a section on WWE's website entitled “Setting the
Record Straight.” Therein, WWE posted its factual position on the various issues raised in
attacks against WWE. Thase pasition papers were drafted entiraly by WWE persoenet. Wilsan,
Aff., T 21, Exin B.

6 Exhibit F, which attempts to catalog the full collection of Pacebook messages, social
media tweets and web videos posted during the “Starrd Up for WWE” campaign, illustrates thut
the tone of the crline campaign was to stuge a rdbust response to attacks against the Company.
A review of these extensive materials shows that at no time during the media campaign did
WWE engage in any express advocacy on behalf of a candidate nor engage in electoral politics.

7 “Setting the Rlecard Senight,” hitp://www.wwe.com/isside/siandupfiyrwwa/
settingtherecordstraight (Jast accessed Feb. 4, 2011) (Exhibit G).
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In its entirety, the “Stand Up for WWE” program was conceived and performed entirely-
by WWE and its personnel, and there was no coordination whatsoever with the Linda McMahon
campaign stafyf or the candidate herself regarding the “Stand Up for WWE" program, nax any
nend for WWE m do sp In ander te respard to the spench diranteti agaimi WWE. Alf of the idmu
in tha “Stand Up for WWE” pmgnmmdnvmdendmplemmhdanﬂpmduwdbyWWE
pexammel withant any input from the Limdo McMaiipn enmpmgn sinff whatsoevar. Wilson Aff.,
q 25, Exh. B.

In sum, nothing said or done in the “Stand Up for WWE” program violated FECA or

**~ Commission regulations. The “Stand Up for WWE prograni utifized the social tictwork fo get

its responsive speech published and its side of the story told in order to protect its independent
business interest. Indeed, the “Stand Up for WWE” progrars: later received a noteworthy award
for the “Most Creative Social Media Camgnign” ih 2010. See Wilson Aff., 23, Exh. B.
WWE'’s sendal nedip program did not iuvoive any expimss mivoceey iar or sgainst either
candidese, was pure respeussive apeech fully protested by the First Amensiment, and was mor
coardinated with the campaign siaff of Linda McMahon or Mrs. MaMahon kesself.

JARTFQRD

The second asp'ect of the Complaint centers on the “Fan Appreciation Day” event held in
Hartford, Connecticut three days before the election. The Complaint alleges, again with no basis
in fact, that the event “may represent [an] illegal coordinated campaign expenditure.” Complaint
at3.

The deaisica tn hold the evant was made amidst the intenas negative attnzks againat
WWE. The decmiaa to hold the avent was one of nwany publie ralstions decisions necessdiated
by the intense attacks on WWE. McMahon Aff., 12, Exh. A; Wilson Aff., { 8, Exh. B. As
stated by Mr. Zimmerman at the time and as quoted in the Complaint, the event was a non-
political way of thanking fans and “putting up with everything that’s been said about the
company.” Complaint at 2. The XL Center at Hartford was first contacted by WWE on or
around September 23-24, 2010 regarding its availability, and the decision to hold the event was
finalized on aeptember 28, 2010. Wilson Aff 49, Exh. B. The decision to held the event in
Comnecticut was not in and of iteelf unusual.® The event was, in all theatrical and dramatic

! WWE hosts events every year in Connecticut. In 2010, it also hosted its SmackDown TV
show at the Mohegan Sun in Uncasville, Connecticut on April 20; a Monday Night RAW TV
show at the Harbor Yard in Bridgeport on June 21; and SmackDown on November 2 in
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respects, no different than the thousands of shows promoted and conducted by WWE throughout
its corporate existence. There is no allegation that the event was used to advocate for the
election or defeat of either senatorial candidate, and the event was parely a traditional show with
no political content in it whatsoever. In fact, Vince McMahon appsared during the show and
speaifically said to the andisna “[s]eme peopie noxy think I was gaing to talk abent poirtics
today, nathing cowld br, further fam it truth,”® Linda MoMzshon did not cttend the evont, and
neither imr name nor the senasoriel tace was mentianed dwing the show. MaMahon Aff., §§ 13-
14, Exh. A.

. & IHEBRIDGEPORT S OWN PROGRAM ON ELECTION NIGHT

The Complaint’s last fanciful theme is that the WWE intended to suppress voter turnout
by scheduling its SmackDown show for Bridgeport on election night. The sole factual basis for
this politically-motivated and frankly ridiculous charge was that “WWE has not taped a
SmackDown mrograio in the state in tia lact $ix naomehs.”

This aspect of the Camplnint is plainly duteide the coverage of FECA and frivelaas in
any event. ‘'The WWE SmackBown program is filmed each week. Like WWE's other weekly
shows, it is taped at various locales throughout the country so as to maintain and promote a
national fan base. WWE did the television taping to discharge contractual responsihilities, and
the event was apolitical. The content of the show was developed in the normal course of
business by those WWE employees who typically write and produce the program. McMahon
AR, § 22, Exh. A.

Finally, we nots thie oddit= of Ms. DiNardo’s post-election eo«oern about whather voters
would trmrn out in Beidgeport, since the Comphint was filed aftor Ginciion Dy and she karew by

then that voters had turned out in numbers far greater than anticipated by election officials. Not .

only was voter turnout in Bridgeport not suppressed, but state election officials so

Bridgeport. Since 2007, WWE has hosted its RAW or SmackDown TV show in Conneaoticuat 14
times, and thevo are shows scheduled in 2011 in Cennscticat.

’ Transcript of Vince McMahon message at Fan Appreciation event (Oct. 30, 2010),
(Exhibit M); see also Posting of Christopher Keating, Capitol Watch Connecticut Politics,
WWE Show: Vince McMahon Encourages Feon ta Vote Tuesday; Does Not Mention
Lisda's Run For U.S. Sermte, Hartfasd Coament blog, Oct. 30, 2010, available at
http://blogs.courant.com/capitol_watch/2010/10/hartford-linda-mcmahon-never.html.
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underestimated the number of voters who turned out to vote that they failed to have sufficient

ballots present in a widely publicized debacle that required the courts to order the polls to stay
open. See supra noie 1.

D. THE MAKE-A-WISH FOUNDATION TELEVISION SPOT

The Complainase: wrongly siites, again with ne bnais ia faat to de so, that the conanercial
broadcast of television spots regarding WWE’s work with the Make-A-Wish Foundation :
(“Make-A-Wish Ad") was part of the “Stand Up for WWE" program. Hewever, the “Stand Up
for WWE" program was a social network initiative conceived oa October 14, 2010 and
implemented on October 18. The corporate decision to air promotional ads, including the Make-
A-Wish Ad, preceded by weeks the decision to do the “Stand Up for WWE” program on the
internet. McMahon Aff., { 29, Exh. A; Wilson Aff,, § 10, BExh. B. Those promotional ads mot
only dealt with Make-A-Wish, but also included zn ad discussing the “Wrustlernania Rending
Challenge” and an ad featring female perfoermre kinwa collectively as the “WWE Diuas”
explisining why they enjoy working &t WWE (coilcetively, “WWE promotional ada”). See Viden
CD at tmcks 7-Q (Exhibit N); see also Tramscript of Muke-A-Wish Ad (Exhibit H); Transcript of
Wrestlemania Reading Challenge Ad (Exhihit I); Transcript of WWE Divas Ad (Exhibit J). The
decision to air the WWE promotional ads was yet another corporate public relations decision
made in the face of unreleating-attacks on WWE ongoing in the election and was yet anather
non-political response.

As s¢t forth in the affidavit of Michelle Wilson, the niedia plans for the WWE
promotiomnt ads wure finallned on or about October 1, 2010. Wilson Aff., § 11, Exh. B. The
“Sumd Up for WWE” sacial media program was not even discussed among WWE’s decision
makers until October 14, 2010. The WWE promotional ads, including the Make-A-Wish Ad, are
completely devoid af any ailvoaecy for or against auy carelidate and were prodxced salely by
WWE pemcnms] using WWE’s historical copyrightad werks. The Make-A-Wish Ad accurately
depicts those individuals who were involved in the WWE's work with the Make-A-Wish
Foundation. :

The content of each ad focuses on WWE public figures who are prominently involved in
the causes depicted on-scmeen. For instance, the ““Wrestlemania Reading Challenge” ad features
more thau ten WWE performers such as “Rey Mysterio” end “Kelly Kelly” promoting the
Corapany’s efforts to encourage children and teenagers to read. Similarly, the WWE Divas ad |
depicts several popular WWE female performers discussing the WWE’s female-friendly policies |
and the perftiomers’ paspomaibility to serve as role models to young women. The Make-A-Wish
A4, which runs 32 eeaonds in Jength, depirts several images of populm wrestlers who have
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devoted time to the Make-A-Wish Foundation, such as “Triple H” and “The Miz.” It includes
scenes with the President of Make-A-Wish appearing with John Cena, a popular wrestler who
has received the Make-A-Wish Fonndation’s highest hostor for his work with them. Linda
McMszhon appears for & Iecting instant greeting a young boy in a wheelchair. The image of
Mis. McMahun wvhich appsars in that singls promatioml sd was jix her role as the WWE’s
former CEO, and naither har name nor hes condidscy were montionad in the Mabe-A-Wish Ad."
Video CD at traek 9 (Exhibit N); see also Tremacript of WWE's Mzze-A-Wish Ad (Exbibit H).

V. IHELAW

The Complaint is premised on the notion that the actions and speech of WWE were
prohibited corporate in-kind contributions to the campaign in the form of coordinated
communications. Under Commission regulations, *“[a] payment for a coordinated
communicafion is made far tse purpose of influencing a Federal etactirm, und is en in-leind
cartribotioa under 11 CF.R. § 108.52(d) to the.candidata , . ..” 11 C.F.R. § 109.21(b)(1)."" Far
a calnmaminetsnn to be cansiderad “cocrdinated,” it amas be: (1) paid for by a pemon other than
the cardidate, lmr autharized committee, a paliticsd party committee, or an agent of any cf these
entities; (2) satisfy the content standard; and (3) satisfy the. conduct standard. 11 C.F.R. §
109.21. :

A communication only satisfies the content standard if it is: (1) an electioneering
communication; or (2) a pablic communication that either disseminates, distrfoutes, or

- republishes campaign materials prepared by a candidate or her campaign, expressly advocates

10 The actnal footage of Lintin McMahan was mcomied by WWE at Wrestlemmtia XXIV in
Orlando, Florida on March 30, 2008.

' Following the 2010 election cycle, the Commission promulgated new coordinated
communications regulations which went into effect on December 1, 2010 and apply to activity
occurring after that date. See Final Rules and Explanation and Justification: Coordinated
Comsmunications, 75 Fed. Reg. 55947 (Sep. 15, 2010). Although the Make-A-Wish television
spot was not a coordinated communication in any event, it is equally true that the new
coordinated communications regulation excludes comnmunicatioms in which a Federat candidate is
clearly identiired only in har axpacity as the aperatur of a buriness that enisted prior 2 the
candidevy. Unless atizerwiac notad, ail citatious homin ame to the Commiasion’s soaniinaterd
commnnicatiens mgulations in effect during the 2010 eleotian cycie.
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the election or defeat of a clearly identified federal candidate, or references federal candidates or
parties. 11 CF.R. § 109.21(c). An “electioneering communication™ must: (1) be “publicly
distributed” through a television station, radio station, cable télevision system, or satellite
systenr; (2) refer to a clearly identified federal candidate; und (3) be targeted to the relevant
electorate. 11 C.F.R. § 100.29¢e). A poblic comnsmmicdtion is defimed m1: “a commenication by
maaao of any broadcent, cable, or eenitite comnmmicaiien, hewspagas, megarize, anidoar
advertising facility, mass mailing, on telephone brak to the general piiblie, or nny ether fornr of
general puhlic political advertising. The term general public palitical advertising shall not
include communications over the Internet, except for communications placed for a fee on anothnr
person sWebsnte" 11 C.FR § 100.26.

A publie commurication suatisfies the cenduct standard in Commission regulations if the
comnrunication is tmade: (1) at the reguest or suggestion of a candidate, her committee, a
political party committee, or any of their agents; (2) with the material involvement of a
candidate, her comihituig, a politioal party connnitive, ar say of their ageats; (3) aftoc guostaritidé
disaussion with a oandidase, her eoneittun, sastiticul party conuniiten, ar aery df their agruts; (4)
thrangh use of a commnan veeder; or, (5) threngt vne of a formar employee or independent
cantrastor of a eandidate, hier camminee, a peliticel party committae, or any of their agents. 11
C.F.R. § 109.21(d).

V.  DISCUSSION

A. The Complaint Makes No Factual Allegations of a Violation and Does Not
Cause the Commission to Have a Reason to Believe a Violation Occurred

The Complaint should be dismissed on its face as containing pure conjecture and thus not
providing the Commission a reasoa to believe a violation occnrred. The Commission has the
authority to investigate violations of the Federal Election Campaign Act anly where thers is a
“reason to believe” that a violation has been committed. 2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)(2). In order to find
a “‘reason to believe” that a violation occurred, a complaint must state “sufficient specific facts,
which, if proven true, would constitute a violation of the FECA.” Statement of Reasons, MUR
4960 at 1. Where a complaint does not state facts based on personal knowledge of the
complatnant, that complaint “raust identify a sowce of information that reasonably gives rise to a
belit in the troth of ine alieguticarm prmented.” 11 C.ER. § 111.4(d)(2). In fact, nuene
spaculation witl anl be acuzpies by the Comnmission as true. Stafomsmt cf Reonons of Chiixman
Wold and Coipmisisrioncrs Mason axd Thaszas, MUR 4850. “Pureiy spaculative aharges,
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especially when accompanied by a direct refutation, do not form an adequate basis to find reason
to believe that a violation of the FECA has occurred.” Statement of Reasons, MUR 4960 at 3.

. Under thet standsrd, the Commission cannot find u reason tv bélieve that a violation as
described in the Complaint has occurred. The Complainant relies on baseless speculation,
innuendo and racklent alicgations ai unsubstantiatesd aharges. Nowheeo daes the Compininant

. clain to hawe emy penional knowledge af Respondents’ comtission of a violation, nor provide
an aliernative samree of infazmatian that supparts the alegsiions, as sequired by the Commisxion.
Onnsface,theCompmmdnes not offer any facts to show an actual violation, instead baldly
asserting that it is “inconceivable” that a violation did not occur, largely because of Mrs.
McMzehon's past ties to WWE and marriage to Mr. McMahon. " Repeatedly, the Complaint Fails
to state a violation but instead speculates that the Respondents’ activities “may involve illegal
courtlination™ and that “pussible improper coordimation™ occurred. Comrplaint at 1.

Despite the baseless azsartions in tha Complaiat to the ocasicrary, il of thn
commanications praduced as part of WWE?’s response to tho negative attacks an it were created
without coordination from Linda McMahon or her campaign and because it was in the
independent husiness interests of WWE to do so. Morzover, where Complainant “assumes” a
violation to bave occurred, Respondents directly refute the Camplaint’s assimptions with
evidence showing that Respondents complied with Commission regulations as detailed belaw.
The Commission should be reluctant to use the resources of the federal government to extend the
media campaign orchestrated against the WWE during the 2010 election season, and loath to see
its processes misused in an attempt to censure responsive speechh. Instead, the Comtnission
should find tBat it has insofficient basis ir fitct to find a reason to believe that a Viociation has
occumned ahd thdrefore mary not procowd with an investigation.

B. The “Stand Up for WWE” Program Was Nt Cossdismted

The Complaint states no facts that support a reason-to believe that Respondents
coordinated the “Stand Up for WWE" program, the live events, or the Make-a-Wish Ad with
Linda McMahon, her Senate campaign or any of its agents. Respondents made all
communications during the corporate response campaign in full coxnpliance with FECA and
Commission regulations by carefully obeying the coordinated communication regulations. Given
that Respondents are able to directly refute the groundless charges in the Complaint, the
Cosnmissicn shenld hoser its provsdural regulatioas and summarily dismiss the Complaint.

1 The Content Eneng was Nat Sefisfied by the Corpornfe Roipouse
Campaign
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The “Stand Up for WWE” program and the live events discussed in the Complaint were
neither electioneering communications nor public communications and therefore may not satisfy
the “content prong” test as a nmatter of law. To satisfy the content prong required to prove that a
communication was “coordinared,” a commtonication nmust either be an “electioneering
commumiaion” or a “public communication.” An ejeutioneering caxnmunicatinn mmst b

. “publicly distribnted” by dismeminsting the eemmunication. threugh a telovieion statien, mdin
station, cable television system, or sesellite system: 11 C.E.R, § 10029(h)(3). A “pcblc
commimication” is mera broadly defined, however the definition speaifically exempts any
“commnunications over the Internet, except for communications placed for a fee on another
person’s website.” 11 C.F.R. § 100.26. In defining the.scope of this exemption in the ralemaking

" "to implement Shays v. Federal Election Comm'n, 337 E. Supp. 2d 28 (D.D.C. 2004), aff'd 414
F.3d 76 (D.C. Cir. 2003), reh’g en banc denied (Oct. 21, 2005), the Commission explicitly stated
thitt “a communication through one’s own website is analogous to a communication smede from a
sospbox in a public square” and that thorefore “there is no evidence . . . of a Coagressional intemt
to regulate individual speech simply Ixmausn it taaw place through online raedin.” 71 Fed. hag.
~ 18,594 (Ayr. 12, 200f). Thisexaeptien mepliciily extemds to pasting a wdb video onlinn; go long
as it ig rot placed en dnother parscn’s website for a fee. K. at 18,597.

The “Stand Up for WWE” program was a viral campaign primarily conducted through
posting content to the WWE's own website, WWE.com, and through posting content to
-Facebook, Twitter and YouTube for free.'? Ordy a few of the hundreds of communications that
comprised the “Stand Up for WWE” program were placed on another website for a fee.!> The
press release announsing the “Stand Up thr WWE” program itself rdterences the internet-based
natere af this viral cinnpaign using sacinl motwrerking sites. Piugs Relaase, World Wiostling

12 We moe that while castain of the web vidsos prasiaced fon the “Gtend Up for WWE”
campaiga were ultimotely aired during asrtain telecasts of WWE corpamte peogramming, wah
as “WWE RAW” aad “SmackDown,” these videas likewise did sot meet the “content prang”
because they are not redistributions of campaign material, do not contain express advocacy, do

. not make references ta federal candidates, aad do not reference political parties. See 11 C.F.R. §
109.21(c).

3 The “Celebrities Discuss Experiencing the Powear of WWE" spet ws placed for a fee on
Pavpie.com aid TMZ.coer. While this ad wauid be a public communicatian, it suill dses not
maot the “content prong” because it is mot a redistiibation of campaign meterhd, daes nat contain
express ardvocacy, does not make a reference to a federal candidates, and does not reference
political parties. See 11 C.F.R. § 109.21(c); Transcript of “Celebrities Discuss Experiencing the
Power of WWE" (Exhibit L).
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Entertainment, Inc., Fans Stand Up for WWE, Oct. 18, 2010, qvailable at
http://corporate.wwe.com/news/2010/2010_10_18.jsp. The “Stand Up for WWE" program was
conducted primarily online through free online mediz, the WWE made no “public :
counmmications” that reference & federal candidate or party s part of the “Stand Up for WWE”
progosne amtl therefere, as a mrmettar of law, Respaxtlentis could pot have violatsd tice conient
prang.

Moreover, the “Fan Appreciation Day” live event in Hartford, Connecticut, and the
“SmackDown” episode taping in Bridgeport, Connecticut were corporate events held for fans
similar to the hundreds of live events WWE holds each year. These events contained no

"advocacy componernt fior were they politically-related. Thiese éveiits do fiot fit witliin the

constraints of the Commission’s definition of a “public communication” or “electioneering
communication.”

Respondests also camplied with the “comtent” standard in aixing the Make-A-Wish Ad,
based.an the Cammission’s previous holding that, in certain cases, an advertisement may use a
candidate-CEO’s name without it being considered as a reference to a federal candidate. In a
recent FEC Advisory Qpinion, the Camanission held that where references to a candidate-CEO,
taken in context, refer ta the business entity and not to a candidate, those communications should
not be considered to refer to a clearly identified candidate under 11 C.F.R. 100.29(b)(2). AO
2004-31 (Darrow) (Sep. 10, 2004). The Commission further stated that while it has not adopted
a blanket exemption for such business-related communications in crafting its regulavions, that
“does not preclude the Commission from muking a determination that the specific facts and
circumstazcas of a panticular tase indicate that certain advartisements de not refer to a clearly
identified Federal candidate and, hence, do not constitute electioneering communications.” Jd.
Hicee, in all tie WWE cumaragcatiaes mamds necetsary by the attzchs divecterd at WW1ii, the
Cosnplaint identifies only one instance of a eanmumiration which conlained a likeness of Lindn
MeMzhaon, which was on-screen for only oxe second. This single promational ad made no
reference to Lintia McMakon's candidacy or the broader Senate campaign; instead, the
advertisement only illustrated the company’s legendary involvement granting “wishes™ with the
Make-a-Wish Foundation for more than twenty years. Under the Commission’s holding in
Darrow, the WWE'’s Make-a-Wish Ad did mot meet the “conteat prong” for airing its historicaily
accurate, copyrighted footage featuring its previous CBO for a fleeling instant in thie context of a
COrpoTaty rOSpUNSe campaign.
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2. The Conduct Prong was not satisfied by the Corporate Response
Campaign '

Respondents did not satisfy the “‘conduct prong” of the Commission’s coordination
regulations with any of their actions related to the WWE corporate response campaign. At no
point does the Camplrint make « singbe fastual ansertion that alleges a violation nf the canduat
prong, &id as shewn helow, Respandants cim raflite each aspect of the milevant mgilatians that
show consduct indicative of a eoonlinated communicaticn.

a. There 'Was No Request or Suggestion by LlnancMnlmn, Her
Campaign, or Their Agents

The Complaint makes no factu«l allegittons assurtimyg that Respcndcms communications
were made at the request or suggestion of Mni. MuMahcn, her anmpaign or an authorized agent
thereof. The Commission defines the “request or suggestion” prong narrowly. For instance, in
promulgatiag its mguiatiais, thn Carnmission exnldined that a econdination finding viill.not
result “wheze a payar ‘meraly infarms’ a candidate ar poiitical party of its plans. Rather \mdm
the . . . ndde, a aandisdate or a political party will haxe accepted aa in-kind contribution enly if
there is assent to the suggestion.” 68 Fed. Reg. 421, 432 (2003). This narrow standard deftnes
the rule: the request or suggestion to make a commuaication must be overt and delivered from

_ the candidate, her campaign committee, or their respective agent.

The Complaint seglects to make any effort to present facts relevant to its asvertions, other
than broadly stating thie the eantiidate “maintaing a close persoanl, fumiliai, and finanaixl
comection to the WWE.” Complaiat at 3. Noushzer toes the Conplnins allege that Linda
McMahon, her campaign, or an agent thereof made any requests or suggestions to her husband or
the WWE to make any comarmications ot beheif of the carapaign. The Camgisinaat concesiad
as much in a deseription of “Stand Up for WWE.” Rather than make a diract allegstion, the
Corplainant unconviasingly stated that it was “inconceivable” that the “Stand Lip for WWE”
program defending the carporation against allegations made daily in popular news media and
blogs was not made “in coordination with Linda McMahon’s Senate campaign.”

Despite this empty assertion, the reality is that WWE is a publicly traded media and
entertainment comparty whiich has tor decades launched media campaigns to premotc events, its
celebritins, axd ihe cumpnuy imnlf. WWE antl Vinse hfi:Niziion ne::dad no noanpting or assent
frem the McMalon fer Senate carogniym to deishd iteelf fram sohnianced und nnfali attacks, nor
did they seck it. The WWE has, in its corporate existence, dealt with adverse media coverage
before, knows haw tn dofend itself, antd employs ic pexsonnel to do so. WWE wholly preducss
the corparate respanses without any request or suggestian to do so from Linda McMahon, her
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campaign, a political party, or any of their agents. The WWE knew the issues that had been
raised against the organization and responded with the resources of its own organization to
address thome issues.

b. There was No Material Involvement by Linda McMahon or
Her Campaign

The Complaint falled to show any material involvement by Linda McMahon or her
campaign. To meet the material involvement prong of the coordination regulations, a candidate,
authorized committee, or its agents must be “materially involved” in decisions ahout a public
commiuhication, including the (1) content of the comimunication; (2) intended audience; (3)
means or mode of the communication; (4) specific media outiet used; {5) timing or frequency of
the communication; or (6) size or prosninence of a printed communtication or duration of a
comrunicaticss by means ol broadcast, cabile er satellite. 11 CER. § 109.21(d)(2). Again,
hownvirr, é&s¢ Cmnpiint fniled to aasert mnxihing beyond mnm q:emmnmn fimat com'dimnm may
have coomwmod, - e

M
o
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If, in fuct, the Complaint would have the Cammission believe that where a familial tie
exists, coordination must have occurred, the Commission has previously rejected that argument.
The Commission has never found that illegal coordination must occur simply as a result of
family relationships or business relationships between two parties. See, e.g., Statement of
Reasons of Commissioners Hunter, McGahn and Peterson, MUR 6277 (Kirkland) (Jan. 28,
2011) (“The Conzmission's coordination regulations do not resuire heightened scrutiny tc
situations involwing familial ties or otlrer pessonsl relationships, and we docliee to do so here.”);
(“Nor can we fiud reason 10 beliove cosrdination socumred merely bscause Robsrt Kirklard is the
candideir's tmother. Indeed, the Comumizsion has mmoe clear in reinted contexts that a mom
family relationship is mot emongh to estahlish an agenoy ralatianship er othanwise sitppmat ao
infarenee of coordination.”). Imstemd, the Commission tanld analyme whethzr a candidate wam
materially involved in the direct communications at issue. MUR 5754 (MoveOr._org Vater
Fund). To find coordinatian, the Commission held in its Explanation and Justification that a
candidate’s or authorized committee’s activity rises to the material involvement level only after
sharing material “information about plans, projects, activities, or needs with the person making
the cormmunication.” 68 Fed. Reg. 434 (Jan. 3, 2003).

~ Such matorial involvdment gineply did net oasur negreding the “Stand Up fur WWE"
program, or the other matters set forth ixs the Complaint. The anrpamte respaee oatuapaign was
drivan by WWE’s corparate respoasibility to speak disectly to the warld egarding she Cempany.
As the Complaint ita=lf stated, Vince McMahon’s videotaped message to launch the “Stand Up
for WWE” program stated that it was to refute “negative and inaccurate attacks on our
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company.” Complaint at 2. As he explained, “Stand Up for WWE” would “[reach] out directly
to you, the WWE universe, our fans, to provide the real facts about WWE.” Complaint at 2. As
be further explains in his affidavit, the timing and scope of the “Stand Up for WWE” program
and the “Fan Appreciation Chay” were driven by the timing of the well-publicized attacks en the
WWE, as well as the feeling that its faes s emgrloyers neesiod to hamr a paaitive reapamse to
theae aiincks. McMahon Aff. 2t 9§ 6, 12, Exh. A. As i shuwn, the WWE’s rasponges wene
conducted withant iaput froin Linda MeMakon or bar campaign. As a result, thare is no reason
to helieve that the material involvempnt standard has been met.

c. There Was No Substantial Discussion with Linda McMahon or
Her Camip#tign -

The substantial discussion test 18 only sutisfied if a eocamunication is “created, proiuced
or distributed after one or more substuntial diseussions about the communication.” 11 CF.R. §
109.21(d)(3). A discussion is “substantial” if “information about the plans, projects, activities, or
needs of the condiadnte, authnrived committae, or political party centwiftnz that is matewial to e
creatien, produaiion or distributian of the commuunieatian is conveyed te a person paying for the
communication.” 11 C.E.R. § 109.21(d)(3).

Again, the Complaint makes no specific allegations of substantial discussions, as defined
by the Commission, relevant to the “Stand Up for WWE” program, or the other matters
complained of by Ms. DiNardo between Mr. McMahon or anyone at WWE and Mrs. McMahon,
her campaign, or an agent thereof. Where a Complaint relies on such speculation and innuendo
to assert such a claim, the Commissica Isas summmrily dismissed wach Complaints in the pust.
Feetual and Logal A!miyms in MUR 5750 (Liuffey U.S. Senate) at 6 (Jun. 21, 2007) (Giading no
reason to balieve given that thie eanminani kased allegations :on apeonlstive infersaces of
camudination rather than om spsoiiic facts).

Given that the Complaint is unsupported by any facts to back up its assertion of
coordination — and fails to allege that a substantial discussion about the communications ever
occurred — there is o reason to believe that the substantial discussion standard has been met.

Moreover, as set forth in the affidavits submitted by WWE of Mr. McMahon and
Michelle Wilson, the decisions 1o erciits, produos end disteitiote any communications weis dome
eniiady by WWE with the goad Heliig ta proivct busiesns ant mptummnni intereuts nf WWE Ibat
had nothing to ¢lo with the sucoess of Lintia Mahdahan's cenapaign.

-
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d. There Were No Common Vendors to Both the Company and
the Campaign

The common vendor rule staten that a violation only occurs if a number of conditions are
met. In part, these are that: (1) the entity paying for the communication contracts with or
employs a sommerein! vendor to create, pradune or disicibute the comnnmioation; and (2) tiae
cammercial vendor or its agants have a current or previous rristionship with the canditate that
puts the commargial vendor in a position to acqmm infarmation about the plaus, projacts,
activities, or needs of the candidate’s campaign. 11 C.FR. § 109.21(d)(4).

The Complaint-makes nt attempt to satisfy this aspect and identifies no common vendor
invclvernent in any of the spusech by WWE guestioned in the Complaint. In any event, the WWE
" produced all of the communications distributed by it, and Mr. McMahon and Michelle Wilson
have submitted affidavifs zegutdmg the lack of uee of common vendors. Since none of the
veadors wore imed is common wiih the McMahon for Seinite azanmeiyn, thore je 00 renonn te
believe that th> commnn vendor test has beesr met.

e The WWE Did Not Use Any Former MeMahon Campaign
Employees or Independent Contractors in Connection with the
“Stand Up for WWE” Program

The final element of conduct that can trigger a courdinated communication requires, in
relevant part, that the person paying for the cornreunivation, or ene of his enwloyeos, was a
employee or an independent contractos of @ campaign committee daritg the 120 days prior to the
production of the communication. 11 C.F.R. § 109.21(d)(5). Again, the Complaint makes no
attempt to eatinfy this prong.

Moreover, and as described in the affidavit of Mr. McMahon, the WWE did not employ
any former employee or independent contractor of the Linda McMahon for Senate campaign at
the time of the production or distribution, or for the 120 days prior, of any “Stand Up for WWE”
communication, the “Fan Appreciation Day,” the SmackDown taping, or any other aspect of
WWE?’s corporate crisis response campaign. Since none of these types of individuals were
employed by the WWE for the duration of the production or distribution of the corporate
response campaign, the former employee or independent contractor test has not been met.
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CONCLUSION

The Complaint states no facts that would cause reason to believe that Respondents made
an expenditure or violated the Commission’s coordinated communication regulations. Based on
the baseless spanulation zend innuereio lin the Compitint, direetiy mofuted by testimanial evidence
presented in this Responae, the Cammission should find that theze is no reason 1o belicve that
either the WWE or Viace McMahon violisted FECA or Commission regulations and should
dismiss this matter.

Very truly yours,
%7 A7 D T
JSM/emw < Jerry S. McDevitt

Enclosures

cc:  Cynthia Bauerly, Chair
Caroline Hunter, Vice Chair
Donald McGahn, Commissioner
Matthew Petersen, Commissioner
Steven Walther, Commissioner
Ellen Watetrauh, Commistiener
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October 4, 2010
Connecticut Sezrat= Debate
Richard Blumenthal/Linda McMakroa -
Live from the Belding Theater at the Bushnell, Fox Connecticut and the Hartford
Courant present the debate for Connecticut’s U.S. Senate Seat, now here’s our moderator, Fox
News Channel Anchor, Bret Bair. '
' BretBair  Good cvening from the Belding Theater at Bushnell in Hartford

Connecticut, I'm Badt Bhir, on special mpert ont Fox News Channel. Welcoree te the

' Comecticut Senate Debate between the Democratic Candidate, Connecticut Attorney General

Rickard Blumenthal, and the Repuhlican Cendidate, Linda McMahon. Fox Connacticut zad The

~="- Haprford Coursnt bring you this debare tonight which-will-cover a-wide range-of topics from the-

economy, the foreign policy. Joining me are two esteemed panelists. Fox Connecticut Reporter,
Laurie Perez, and Hartford Courant Capitol Bureau Chief, Chris Keating. Now, once asked a

 question, the candidates will have 90 seconds to answer each direct question followed by 30

seconds each in rebuttal. Timekeepers from the Yale Debate Association are watching the clock

. for us tonight. They will signal the candidates. The order has been determined by a coin toss.

The specifie subjects and questions wére chosen by Fox Connecticut and the Hartford Courant
and have mot been shared with or cleamsxd by either campaign. The zudiesree here in the hall has
promised ta remain quiet. We're going to keap thesms to that. No cheers, applause o outbuirt.s of
any kind. Welcame to yau hoth. The first question tonight will be directed to Mr. Rhxmenthal,
Fox Connecticut and the Hartford Courant solicited for questions and readers, questions from
readers and viewers. This one comes from Dawn Tanarowitz of Ellington, and we thought it was
a good way to start out the debate tonight. For you Mr. Blumenthal, he asks, how has your
public elected office experience without any business experience prepared you to be a Senator?
One minute and thirty seconds sir.
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Richard Blumenthal: | Thank you. Ihave stood up for the people of Connecticut
over-20 years fighting for them tenaciously and fighting for them tenaciously and fighting for
their interests, putting them first. And I have a plan that contradicts what we’ve been seeing in
Washington, which hasn't been listening. It is a plan based on my experience for reviving our
ea.momy. putting people back to work. First, making sure that small businesses have the loans
and capital they need. Tax deductions, as well as payroll exensptions and better trade policies to
help them. And I will fight for thomn in Wushington, nmkimguseoftﬁt pxperience as a public
official. Second, more nwmufacturing and aid for manfaaturing fizst is ahsolntely neecsaary.
Buy Amucican is a policy that I wiil fight for in Washington, aguin, using my uMMu a
public Gficial fighiifig fof Connecticat” And:liird, éndiitg the tai brédlks f corporations who

send jobs overseas. Very important that someone with that experience standing up for

Connecticut and fighting for Connecticut. To be there to change those trade policies.
Connecticut be there to change those trade policies. Particularly, currency manipulation by
China. My opponent has a very different approach. She would take us back to the policies that

led us to these problems including the bailout. She supported it. I opposed it and a middle

- inconze tax cut wisich I believe is absolutely necessary for economic revival, f would give people .

a shiddle imcome tax cut now witheut holding it hostage to a tax cat for the waalthiest, 2% of

caumntry.

Bair: Mr. Blumenthal, thank yan. Mrs. McMahaon, as everyone knaw, you
helped build a business with your husband and family. You went on to be CEO of that business,
the WWE. Mr. Tanarowitz wants to know how has your busM experience without any public

elected office experience prepared you to be a Senator, mam,
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Linda McMahon: * Thank you very much, Bret, and thank you for the question -
this evening. I would also like to welcome our audience and the audiences watching home.
Thank you very much for joining us. This election is aboutv&y clear choices and in very
different philosophies. On the one hand you have my opponent who has been in government all
of his life, and that is his position. He's about going government. I'm about going the economy.
He's about raising taxes and sending it to Washington. I want taxes. Our want our money to
stay in tite hands of our familits and thoge who cresite jobs. And so when Mr. Blumenthal is
mkingahuﬂmiddbchnmwuunddwnhddmgmlmmse that’s just not troe and he
knows it. What I don’t want to see is us to mise taxes au anyone. Apd if we raise taxes an small
‘bubiriesses, we are absolutely going to crimp not only their growthi job creation but thiat wilt -

ix;lpact' the middle class. I'm saying that in a time of recession, let's not raise taxes on anyone

because we have to focus on making sure that small businesses that create 70% of the jobs in this

country will have the ability to grow and to create jobs because if we handcuff them and
continue to suppress our economy, we won’t get our economy back on track. The government
doesn’t know how to create jobs. We have to let small businesses create jobs and that's what I
will bring onto Washington with nty business experience. |

Bair: Mr. Blumenthal you have thirty szoonds to respad.

Blumenthal: Paople create jobs. Small bnsinssacs create job. éeventy percent

of all jobs, new jobs are created by small business and my plan would aide small businesses in

" creating jobs by targeting those tax cuts to small businesses, tax deductions, tax cuts for new

hires, pa{ygoll tax exemptions, start-up costs to be deducted. A series of measures without

holding hostage a middle income tax cut to the wealthiest 2% receiving one, I would vote
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immediately, and P'm the only candidate here who would vote immediately for middle class tax
cut. '

Bair Mrs. McMahon.

McMahon: Well they keep saying middle class tax cut but I'm absolutely
sayﬁg that we shouldn’t raise taxes on anyone. And what will happen under Mr. Blumenthal's
plan is that about 12-1/2 bllion dollms will leave the State of Connecticut to go to Wum
so they could sjemad it. You kaow what folks, I'ux far kneping it here. I dan’t want ta send it to
Washimgton. Let’s hang onto our own money. Youkeep it in the honds of these businesses that
.do crezia jobs. Let’s not raise taxes an anyane. We're in a recession. Let’s make surc.that smatl
biisiriessés have the oppditiifiity to grow and that they can create thode jobs.

Bair: Now over the last few weeks, Connecticut voters have seen you attack
each other on the airwaves. Many times. Many, many tunes We wanted to ask some qu'estiohs
related to those ads and for that here’s Fox Connecticut’s, Laurie Perez, with those questions.

Go ahead. |
Laurie Perez: Thank you, Bret. Mrs. McMahon on Friday the Blumenthal
campaign released its latest ad. Let’s take a Jook at it.
~AD: Linda McMahon is everywhene but will she be there for you? Shx taok |
$10 million doliars from the State w create jobs but fired 10% of h& workers. Her business is
under investigation for failing to pay Social Security, Medicare or. Unemployment. Sh'e took
home $46 million dollars and now she’s talking about lowering the minimum wage.
Perez: I'm guessing you would take umbrage with the depiction of your business

as that way. Tell me what’s wrong with that.
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. and we need more that in Washington. Weneedpeoplewhokmwhowmt:teatzjébs. We need

McMshon:  The first thing let me say categorically that is wrong and absolutely
false and.isincorrec;:inthi'sadisthatlwould consider reducing the minimum wage. That's a
lie. You know that's a lie. I never said itandit’s' in your ad and boy, that’s just wrong. Let’s
take that off the table. Mr. Blumenthal and I actually shared_the-same thought relative to raising
the minimum wage. We both said we need to take a look at it. He knows that’s wrong. Inever
said that in an interview but it made it into the ad real quick. As to the fact that WWE certainly
has i tex inceativos, yes, it does and 1 encoarage the State of Connecticut to eoritimue t offer
tax iacretivas to small business sn that they can grow. WWit toak tax inceatives and grew alomt

52 jobs in it’s Digital Media Division, and I'm very pleased with that. Over the course of the last

" twenty-eight years, WWE hLias ‘growi by about twenty jobs a year for the pést twenty-eight yeirs,

peolile who walked in those shoes. We also need people who've. experienced when thmgs aren’t

50 good. I've been bankrupted. I've come back from bankruptcy. I've had an opportunity
becauseoftheAmerican;irea:ninthis country to grow and to experience what a lot of our folks
ht-;re in the state are experiencing now. Mr. Biux.nenthal doesn’t have that experience. He’s been
on the qunﬂ.-..-.nt payroll all his life.

Purez: Mr. Biurmentisal, just today the McMahon team started rumtiag a new ad

. abomt you. Let’s see what it has to say.

AD: Would lie abaut serving in tke war. We have learned something very
important since the days I served in Vietnam. Dick Blumenthal lied again, and again. When we
returned, we saw nothing of this gratitude. He covered one lie with another.

Perez: Do you regret not more fully explaining how or why you made those

" misstatements and also, why didn’t you serve in Vietnam?
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Blumenthal: Let me say again, Laurie, as I said before. There is nothing new in
this ad and there’s nothing new about McMahon's attack on me. She spending millions of
dollars on it, and everybody knows it because they’ve been seeing it in their mailboxes. But 8s |
said before. I’m proud of my military service.. On a few occasions, out of hundreds, whet! I
commented-on it, I described it inaccurately and I regret it and I take full responsibility for it. It
was not intertional but that is mo excuse. And I want to say that 1 am sorry, particularly to our .
vetcruns, ard most aspecilly ta our Veterans of Vietnam. But I'm going to comsine to fight for
veterens, and I have championed their cause over twenty years. The fact of the matten is, I take
accountability for my mistakes. My oppanent has not done sa. She took $10 million dollars
meant to create jobs and thén laid of 10% f hér woirkforce and took home '$46 riillioni dollars.’
That is a fact. When she was asked by reporters about minimum wage and whether to cut it, she
said she would have to look at it. I would never say such a thing. My answer would have been
no, absolutely not, we will cut minimum wage. People are struggling economically in our state
and in our nation.

Perez: Mrs. McMahon you have thirty seconds.

McMahon:  Mr. Blumenthal knows very well that when I was talking about
taking a look at andcunsldermg it was relative to an increase in mirtinmim wage and that’s a
mlscharactenzatlom I just won't stand for kis mischaractenization of that. And I do think, Mt.
Blumenthal, if yomunderstood about how business works and how tax .incentives work in the
state, you know tax incentives aren’t $10 million dollars. They're tax incentives that once
you'’ve made an investment, once’ you’ve laid out the money, you get credit for reducing your tax
liability. I didn’t take $10 million from the state. If you knew anything about business, you’d
know that.
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Perez: Mr. Blumenthal.

Blumenthal: Well I know more about business than Ms. McMahon may think.

Having been in my job for twenty years and enforcing the law against businesses as well as

others. [ know that when you take tax credits meant to create jobs and then cut your workforce
but 10% and take home $46 million dollars, something's not wrong with this picture about a so
called job creator, amtl that’s what Connecticut wants. Someone who will keep promises and put
ﬁmple above !moﬁts. Put the prople of Connecticut above profits. |

| Bair: Qkay, tine. Qnr next question is from Ghria Keating. Chris.

Chris Keating: - The biggest issue of the year is the struggling economy and
so we would like to ask you Both about that. Mr. Bliimenthal a8 you've said here, you’ve cilled "
for middle class tax cuts but the democratic leaders of both the House and Senate in Washington
have decided to postpone any votes on tax cuts until after the elections. Was that decision by the
democratic leaders wrong? . | -

' Blumenthal: Ibelieve that we should have voted and the Congress rather should
have voted right a way before going home. Iwould have preferred as other members of our
delegation would have preferred to have that vote soumer rather later beoauge our middle income
familiws ave strugglim, and we meed mt only misidle invome tBx cuts now without waiting for
the wealthisat 2% ta raneive tax euts as my oppoment keas saitl and shomid, lmt alao programe that
build small businesses provide them with a capitat they nged to expand. We need better trads
palicies so that we can export more from Connecticut. N_Iyopponenthas taken the position that
those middle income tax cuts should be held hostage. Ibelieve that tax cuts should go to those
small busines;;es because they need them and we should be supporting small businesses by
targeting withthebeneﬁts_thatwethinktheyde_sc_:rve so that they can create the jobs that we so

-10-
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vitally need momstateandoureounn'y andweneedtopreservethemmmnmwage. Wealso,
by the way, in my view, should make a promlse on this campaign trail to preserve Social
Security not impose a means test. not lmpose any age ehglblhty raise and make sure that we keep
our promises to preserve Medicare guaranteed benefits at their present level. My opponent says
not appropriate for the campaign trail. 1believe itis. I make that ple;ige.

Keating: Mrs. McMahon with 10% mwmploymu.lt in an ailing economy
more and more worlmm a‘rebeing forcead into minimum wage jobs. You aaid a sscond ago that
you’ve been mischaractarized cbout the minionum wage and wihat yeas didn’t say: Can you tell

us exactly what is your position on the minimnm wage and what rale does that play in getting

Mc;Ma.hon: Well we certainly, I would never advocate lowering or reducing
the minimum wage. And that’s not what I said. I said we need to take a look at whether or not
we need to increase the minimum wage. Your Congress looks at this all the time. I'm not sure
how long the legislation is on;:e the minimum wage is increased but I know it’s some period of
time. I just think we need to always look at it and make sure it’s in the right egonomic frame.
But I never said we’d reduce it, we shouldn’t reduce it so I want to take it off the table. I've got
to teke, I‘wgummmwsommm;MW.Elmmmm¢ He keeps commgabwtthat
these taxea incentive to areate jobks. Roint of fact, WWE did ereate jobs, 52 joba in it’s Digitst
Media area, and that is something that I am very proud of. We were able to grow because we
mz;de the company stronger and, you know what, next year because of the restructuring that was
done and the smart business that was done relative to WWE, and just let me just say layoffs are
hard. You know they're really tough to do but sometimes you have to make those tough

decisions in order for your company to move forward. Andasitesultofthaltoday,WWEis

-11 -




1A?ﬂﬂ3ﬂ35@ﬁ

A}

éboutattl'zesamelevel it was before the layoffs in 2009. And because of tax incentives that are -
moving forward and the new initiative of WWE network will add about 100 to 140 employees
next year.

" Keating: Mr. Blumenthal.

Blumenthal: The record will show that when my opponent was asked, would
she cut the minimum wage, she said she would have to look at it. The record will show
incontrovertible that that is sv. And I would havs said absalutely not. And I am glad to hear that
WWE is hiring now thst we anc iugoodtimgmaftershe’s left campamy bnt i tough timea when

the chips wera down, 10% of her workforce went without jobs and she’s continuing to send jobs

~  oveérseds by buying nierchandise there. oo T

Keating: Mrs. McMahon.

McMzhon: | Well, Mr. Blumenthal, you know, you did reference before about
my taking mo:iey home and I'll tell you what, wé will take about I won’t let you couxit my
money and I won’t talk about the fact that your family owns the Empire State Building. So we
certainly at WWE look in every instance to create jobs here and I'mt.qallyproudofthel)igital
Media growth and the new television retwork that will happ;an next year which, by the way, has
been an the dawing based for a couple of years.

Keating: Olay, next quaxﬁt;n is abeut the stimulus packnge. Mus.
McMahon yon talk often about your opposition to the stimulus in $787 billion dollar stimulus
package. You've said it’s too expensive and special interest driven. Well you also pointed to the
stimulus as one of the reasons the country needs a balanced budget amendment to. the
Constitution. Now, if that passed, it would require cither huge spending cuts either or massive

tax increases, possibly both. Can you name two specific programs you would cut outside of

- 12 -
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attacking the waste and fraud and various agenicies. Two specific programs you would get rid of
and what’s specific taxes you would increase.

McMshon:  Well, let me sz, first of all that I think the stimulus did not work
We&emﬁathMﬁﬁeprivatesectorintothesmallbusinessowners
that could create jobs. Government grew. Government jobs grew likt; this. Private sector jobs
wem like this. Thg stimulus was suppose to prevent unemployment from going above 8%. Well
it's about over 9-1)2%. Natianaily it’s n'mo' jpnt about that bigh hnve in the State of Caxmectient.
So [ wact to be sure and be clear that stimalus money doesn’t wark. What we really need to do
is to take the balance of the unspent stimulus money and pay dow;l our debt. We are spending a
billiori dallafs 4 day to pay debit service on our debt. Thﬁ.n's'one Wway we can feally décréase olir
expenses. If we paid down our debt. I think the stimulus money also was going to create a lot of
infrastructure jobs and I've talked to mayors and first sclectment here in Connecticut that
absolutely didn’t see that money. The red tape to try to get it was unbelicvable. It just didn’t
work. So why would we have more stimulus today. Let’s take that money, pay down the debt,
reduce the debt and therefore, we'd start chipping away at the deficit. I also think that we should - -
roll back our nun-defense discretionary spending to 2008 levels. I think we should cap
govermmrent Riring, government wage increases wrd, as I said before, take the balance of stimulus
and pay down our debt nnd wm’d be a long ways towasds reducing our deficit. .

Keating: Mr. Blumenthal in August you were quoted as saying the stimulus
was wrongly structured. And “I would have opposed the stimulus as it was structured.” Now
tile stimulus package is, you know, also known as the recovery act. Received the votes of every
democratic senator and all but seven democratic house members. Vice President Biden called it

an absolute success one time. He’s said the recovery act is working and is supporting job

-13-
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creating project in every corner of the country. Yet, you say you would have voted against it.
What doesn’t the Vice President understand now?

Blumenthal: With all due respect to the Vice Pres'ident and I have great respect
for him and the President. I would have opposed the bailout as well because it&dmﬁmhfm
Wallstreet not enough for Main Street. My opponeat supported the bailout in the same way the
stimulus was too big without accountability and failed to provide money directly to road and
bridge bulldulg. schiool Livilding, othm infrastruciune projects that are nscessasy 10 put ponry in

paychecks and penplé's pockets, asate censuner demand, lead to more econamic tecovery,

stimulate small business, inadequate accountability not enough restrictions an how the money
" was uséd and too big for those features. Now, I believe strongly, we need to cut spending. I

think we need to rein in our national debt for our own sake and for our children’s, and I would
make some very specific cuts. I would end the sweetheart deal $200 billion dollars in taxpayer
m that goes to pharmaceutical drug companies because there is a bar, and absolute

prohibition against negotiatiohs on Medicare drug prices. I would end the tax breaks for

" . corporations that send jobs overseas. Incredibly, they were awarded for sendmg jobs overseas.

Again, more than $29%0 billion dollars can be saved in that way. And the subsidies for big Agra
busisess. Same of them don’t evea grow crops. [ would end thase subeadien. Tans of billions of

dollars we can save, we must sa it.

Kuﬁngz Mrs. McMahon, I was asking for two speoific programs you wanld

cut. I think I heard one. Do have two programs you would cut and what taxes you would

increase?
McMahon:  Well, first of all, I just want to address what Mr. Blumenthal talked

about relative to my supporting the bailout. I think, you know, at the time that Congress voted

-14-
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on the bailouts, I would have done it holding my nose. Because quite frankly, I believed when
the Secretary of the Treasury comes out and says we’re on the verge of economic collapse, we
better do something that we clearly ought to address that. So I would have held my nose and
would not have supported the bailouts for GM, for the other car companies and I do think that
Mr. Blumenthal has made a great case for the fact that Govemment cannot spend our money and
account for it very well.

Keating: Okay, Mr. B.lumenthal. stimulus not blg enough or not fast
enough?

Stimulus not fast enough but most important not accountable enough. We need
Govemment to bé sccountable. As Uhited Stites Senator, I would fighit for the peoplé of
Connecticut.' Put them first whatever the Vice President thinks about the program, the people of
Connecticut come ﬁrs.t to me just as they have throughout my career, and believe me, I have
stood up to some pretty formable foes, some very powerful special interest whether it’s utilities,

pharmaceutical drug compamm health insurers, blg tobacco compames, I know how to ﬁght for

‘the people of Connecticut and I w:ll do it.

Bair: Next quesuon.

Perez: Alright, this is an online question coming from Roselyn Hoglan of South
Windsor. She asked politics have bwome, are become increasing less civil with little regard or
willingness to compromise. Are you willing to work with the other party and can you please
give me an example wheie you agree or see merit in the position of the other side and are willing
to cross party lmes to promote" We will begin with Mr. Blumenthal

Blumenthal: I see great merit in the opposition of many republicans to the

bailout as it was structured then, as is it was inadequately designed as it was too big as it did too
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much for Wallstreet not enough for Main Street and I would have sided with republicans and
democrats in the my work as Attomey General over twenty years. A lot of what I've done is to
lead national coalition, whether it’s aéainst big tobacco or the fight for greater safety on the
Intemnet. Republicans ;nd democrats coming together and Connecticut’s a small state but I
boxed above my weight by reaching out to republicans as well as democrats and that’s the kind
of leadership timt I think we need in Washington because there is too much acrimony based on
pdrtissmship, too mach gridlock, Washington isn’t listening and I believe I bring those qualitiou
of lsadership which my opponant simply hns never shown becamo she has naver kad thint
experience to this great challenge, a histosic ehallenge to fight for Conmqt.icut's peqple and
miake éiire that thé neit Uniléd Stiies Seriair Erom Connectici stands strong agairist the special
interest for the public interest.

Perez: Mrs. McMahon.

McMshon:  Mr. Blumenthal would they be the special interests that are funding
your campaign? I do believe that we need to reach across party lines. We absolutely have to
that. I agree with Mr Blumenthal, we are in gndlock. We absolitely must reach across party
lines so that we can get something dowe. nmnr,ldudisagruMMr. Blumenthal, as a CEO
of n company; you huve 0 negotinte many deals. You got to know low to drive cansensny when
necessary bt you also hava to hold the line when necessary. Antbthebest deais that I ever did
as CEO were the ores that both sides v;mlkedaway from the table knowing they got some of
what they wanted, maybe most of what they wanted hut not everything they wanted. Because if
the deal is too good for either side, you would know this, Mr. Blumenthal is lawyer, you either
going to wind up back at the negotiating table or you're going to be in court because your not
going to be able to live up to the terms and conditions of that contract. I think what we’ve seen
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in Congress when we had bipartisan effort on social security, on Medicare, it-was a real
bipartisan effort. What you did not see in Washington with the bipartisan debate was healthcare.
It was abadproces.s.. We wound up with a bad product. I think that is clear evidence of what
happens when there isn't bipartisan debate and good ideas. There’s good ideas on both sides of
the aisle. Let’s bring them together and move our coﬁntry forward and move our state forward.

Perez: Mr. Blumenthal yourresponse.

Blunxnthal: Well I think my opponent kndws a little about Washington because
she hired lobbyist in Washimgton." Paid them $1 millica dodiass to try te stop legisiztion that .

. would impose penaities on companies that market sex and violence. I will give her that

" experience. 1believe that she knows that T will stand strohg against the spécial interest but if she =~ -

doesn’t, certainly the people of Connecticut do because no matter what. the contribution, no
matter how large, no matter who makes it, I will stand strong as I have over twenty years for the
people of Connecticut’s interests.

Perez: To you, Mam.

McMahon:' We did, WWE did hire a government relations firm primarily
sought to build the Smackdown Your Vote Program. The tribute to the troops program and to
also to talk to them about how we would get our young people more involved In the voter
program. So, yes, WWE has otilized govemnomnt relations companies in Washington.

Bair: . At time, the next question is actually the candidate question and this
session of the debate, the candidates will ask each. other a question and then they'll have time to
respond and rebut. We start with Mr. Blumenthal.

Blumenthal: Thank you. Ms. McMahon, as you know, I'm a very strong
proponent of a program called, “Buy America” which means federal tax dollu§ have to be used
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. to buy American products. [ have a program called, “Made in Connecticut.” [believe with

manufacturing jobs should be here. Why have you and WWE bought your products made in
abroad in China, Pakistan and other countries? - .

- McMahon: WWE like many other companies has sourced product outside of
the United States becausewedonmilwe the kind of policies in place here that are conducive to
manufacturing. I agreed with you. I think we can do better here in our courtry. We caxx do
better by cizating the earviroament ta attract besinoes. We oen lower onr cosperate tax sate. Yo
know ve hmve the largest i 1ote, corperate tax rate i the world at 35%. The averageis 18%.

We could go te Ireland; it’s 12-1/2%. Let's make it conducive here in America to make things in

i Amencasethatthepneeswnllbesodownthht'ivecanputpeop!ebackmwork. WehaVehlgli

labor costs, high energy costs. All of t.lmethmgs mwhatareconmbuungtodnvmgpnces up
here in our country. And I believe that we need to do a better job so that we can have more jobs
here in the United States but I also believe that we need to have markets where we can export our

“products because we are manufacturing here, we're exporting from our country that also drives

oureconomyandkeepsoﬁrpﬁcesdown. SoImdlformakmgpmduahemmAmeﬁci
WWE has some produers through our licensing company. Our toy company, Mattel, that thoy
diﬁtﬁ)‘mniloyeriimworldhm.lhey don’t meice there toys here in Amarica bet M's not mur
job. We license them ard pay taxes on all of the muney that comes back © WWE. None cf it is
kept effshore.
' Bair  Mr. Blumenthal you have thirty seconds.

Blumenthal: Cutungthroughallofwhatyoujustheard.thebottmlmewas
benefited more profits by sending those jobs in effect overseas by having the products made
there. As&eCEOdeWE.LindaMcMahon.hastobeheldaccmmiableforlhosechoicesthat
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depﬁvedAmericanworkersofmejobsmawmlmtommbymaﬁngmmm
Andwenee&toqssesseachofmecmdidamhmasmhowmeymmevmmomomctm
by how they made these decisions and we need to hold them accountable.

Bair: Mrs. McMahon, thirty seconds, a little bit longer.

McMahon: Well I'm very proud of the fact that they have created over 600
jobs here in Connecticut. And over the past twenty-eight years maiedmaverageof twenty jobs
peryunr Wo need mure of that in Washingten. We need thoze of that here in our mareand |
think it's a great recotd, yau kaow, to hold the, for yeu, probebly how many jobs have you
created? |

S " Bair: "That floor is yours, Mrs. McMalion, to ask the question for Mr. ~
Blumenthal. |

McMahon:  Sort of a follow-up Mr. ﬁlumentha.l, you've talked about you want
to incentivize small businesses. Tell me something, how do you create a job?

. A job is created and it can be in a variety of ways by a variety of people but
principally by people and businesses in response to demand for products and services and the -
main point about jobs in Connecticut is, we can and we should create mere than by creative
policies. Anththat's the kind of appeoach that T wimt to bring to Washington. 1hawe stood up for
jobs vdsen they've beea at stake. I've stood up fax jobs at Altman Motons whon GM wantsd to
shut down that automobile dealerchip. I stood up far jobs at Pratt & Whitney, when that
company wanted to ship them out-of-state and overseas. I stood up for jobs at Stanley Works
when it was threatened with a hostile takeover. I know about how government can help preserve
jobs, and I want programs that provide more capital for small businesses, better tax policies that

will promote creation of jobs, stronger intervention by government to make sure that we use the

-19-




119044303508

“Made in America” policies and “Buy America” policies to keep jobs here rather than buying
products that are manufactured overseas as WWE has done.

Bair: Mrs. McMahon.

McMahon: Govemment government, government. Government does not
create Jobs It's very simple how you create jobs. An entrepreneur takes a nsk He or she
believes that he creates a goods or service that is sold for more than it costs to make it. If an
entoepremour thirtks that he can do that, h ceeates 3 job.

Bair: Mr. Blumenthal.

Blumenthal: And I den’t differ. I'm not going to be an entrepreneur as a

" Senator. 1 will do my best to assist enfrepreneurs in'exactly the way I've just describéd which

.may not have been the answer that my opponent wanted but is the kind of answer that

government needs to provide in tough times when our Mmy is struggling to revive rather
than talking about cutting or léoking at cutting the minimum wage.

Bair: The next question is question on Foreign Policy from Chris Keating.

Keating:  Mrs. McMahon the fighting in Afghanistan lms bees ragmg for
years under multiple Presidents, both republican and democrat. How would you assess President
Obama's strategy in Afghanistan and do you believe 1t is working? |

McMahon: I going to answer that in just ane second. Mr. Blumentbal don't
insist one more time aboint the minimum wage. It’s a lie. You can keep saying it but you're
wrong.

Bair: You can answer the question now.

Laughter.
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McMasahon: In Afghanistan...
Laughter.

- McMahon::  I'm sure it’s véry low. Iam mother and g@o&u and I believe
before we send our young men and women into harms way anywhere in the world, we should
haveacleargoalandaclearsuategyinplaee; My concern relative to Afghanistan is that we
have seen different strategies. I do applaud the fact that our President did put Gesreral
Petmeus ih charge in Afghanistan. He hat great sucarss in Ireq. 1 lopehe will be abie to have
that success in Afghanistan. My fear, Bowevar, is that we have sanflicting messages and

caaflicting strategies. We have a political strategy that says we’re gomgsta:t withdrawing in

Yuly of 2011 "We have a riiilitary sérategy thai riow says that we aré increasing our tfoops and’ " -

that we have a surge. It'seeriainlyisconﬁlsingto.meandongofﬂ_wﬁrstthingsthathouldlike

as a Senator have a detailed briefing on exactly what the goals and strategies are in Afghanistan

. because I think we need to make sure that our strategy is clear before we send our men and

women in harms way. And then when we bring them home, we have to take care of our veterans
and to make sure they have the benefits that they deserve.

Kesting:  Mr. Blumenthal what would you change sbout the Presideat's
strategy in Afghanistan if anything?

Blumentkal: Ibelieve that the President smust adliere to thie timethble we kave
set despite anme of the talk we’ve heard recently about varying on it. I think we should avoid an
open-ended commitment in Afghanistan. We must continue the war on terror. We need to take

the war to whelevert_heherrorists make safe havens whether it is in Pakistan or other countries
but we must begin with withdrawing our combat troops in July of next year. I believe that the

war on terror requires inventive and mgemous and aggressive means using Cyber attack, using
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special operations, using means that make us more nibble and more aggressive and succes'sﬁﬂ.
But I believe the American people deserve that timetable at least to begin withdrawing our
combat troops on that year on that timetable.

Keating: Mrs. McMahon.

McMahon:  Well I surely agree with Mr. Blum;anthal that we need to fight
terrorism and to identify where it is and to hopefully always fight it, not.on our shores, but
somewhere elos when thett need arises. We have to have firm hand but wa have to b & strong
palicy to do that. |

- Keating: Mr. Blumenthal.

""" " Bluménthal: 'One area where we néed to incieasé our capébility is in Sofrie of
the arms programs where Connecticut has played a leading role. I would r;ainstimte BF-22
Fighter Plane. I would.protect the sub-building program which is so vital to our Na‘tional
Security. We should continue with that program not only because it’s the right thing for our
economy, but it is the right thing for our National Security.

Bair: The next question is about healthcare. We’ll start with Mrs. McMahon; Mrs.
McMahon you suid you've would have voted agaimst the Healthcare Bill. You repeated tonight
that it’s a bad produ@ aad that you want to ropeal it and start over. Whlchponmns of the
Fedaral Law that is sow Fesleral Law wanld you have in place, atill remaining?

McMahon:  Well, first of all, let meaddress that I da think it was abad'policy and,
therefore, we have a bad product. We need to have bipartisan debate on something so important
as healthcare which over 70% of our country, and I agree, that we do need healthcare reform.
But what this bill did not do which was the intent of it to do was to bring down the cost of

healthcare and to make sure there was broader coverage. And what I'm seeing is just the
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opposite. Premiums are going up. Taxes and small businesses are going up. It will be a sq;leeze
on families. It's a squeeze on small businesses. And also what’s happening is in this bill, we are
cutting Medicare by a half a trillion dollars. Mr. Blumenthal had indicated when the bill was
first passed, he praised the bill. He said that he thought there was a really g(-)od bill. Now he
says it's a good first start. I don’t think that starting out with premxums increasing a double digit
and cutting Medicare paymients to our seniors to the turre of a half of a trillion dollars is a good
start. It’s a bad bill. We nead to repeal it azd'we need to stmt over again becauwss wee vt ta be
able to pravide ittsurance to magy but F'm efraid with tie rednced Medicant payments, we will

continue to see dectors leave the prefession or not take Medécese patients, and that is what is

" hiippening today. We redlly do need'to look at that because we haven’t at all costs figéd to

protect our seniors.

Bair: Mr. Blumenthal you have said you supported the Healthcare Reform Law but it is
only a first step. It’s a good beginning but not the end. What do you see as the end sir?

Blumenthal: This bill recognizes some fundamental facts. No child in America should
be denied healthcare because they are sick. No worker should be dropped from healthcare
insurance after they get sick. No American family should go bankrupt paying for healthcare.
This bill is a good sart bocunse it climinates some of the abuzcs thet I hxe fooght pre-existiny
canditionz ngain 2md again. And thowsands of peapie caning-to my offiea, I fight for them
becanse the health insurance companiss have denied coverage simply because they say they had
a pre-existing condition or the doctor’s out-of-network or the treatment is experimental. This bill
ends those kmds of abuses, but we need to do better in controlling costs. Medical care costs are
spiraling at five times the rate of inflation. I would end, for example, a provision in that bill

supported by both republicans and democrats that provides a special giveaway for those
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pharmaceutical drug companies, prevents negotiations on Medicare rates. We need to eliminate .
waste and fraud. Isee it because I go after it. As Attorney General, we have combined with
States and the Federal Government to pursue healthcare, fraud and waste, and eliminate or
reéovermillions of dollars fértthtateofConnecticut. And we need stronger measures to rein
in premiums. Just recently, I tried to fight a 20% premium increase by Aetna. I have fought
previous premium increases and I will do so again.

Bair: Mrs. McMahon.

McMshon:  What wouwld I thmk a couple of the first things we could have done with

this healthcare refomm in looking at reducing costs which were not addressed would have been

" tort reform. That was 66t it wis not it on the fable and 1 do believe that would significantly

bring down cost;'.. Now our physicians spend so much time effort and money just making sure
they’re not going to get sued because they ma.ybe have not repeated the test or whatever.' Sol
think tort reform being able to buy our own insurance across state lines and allowing small
businesses to group together to buy insurance would have brought the costs down.

Bair: Mr. Blumenthal you mentioned the insurance companies. Has this had a
detrimental affect on this state since so many insarance carriers are here in Commecticut?

Blumenthal: Absolutely aot and, i)y the vy, thare is a a8rtain irony ic Ty oppnast
talking ahnuz healthcnre reform hecanse ahs-denies healthcare insucance to the wrestlers whn
wark for and, in faet, her company’s under investigation right naw for impropezly and illegally
misclassifying those employees, denying healthcare insurance as well as dodging taxes for
unemployment compensation, social security and Medicare. By the way, the bill did not cut
Medicare. It cut Medicare Special Advantage which in no way cut the guaranteed benefits that

seniors receive.
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Bair: Done. Next question is from Laurie Perez. Laurie.

Perez: Connecticut and the Nation really has been stunned and then riveted by the sad
facts of the Chesher Home Invasion and the triple murder case. Two defendants stand accused.
In fact just today the jury began deliberations in the Steven Hayes case. If convicted, he of
course, faces the death penalty. How do you feel about the death penalty? Do you support it or
not and why or why mot?

Blumenthal: I support the death penalty. “There are crimes that are so horrible and
heinous that they nemrit it. And in my view, not spaking as a juror or a prossetitor, f beliave that
Mr. Hayes deserves the death penaity and certeinly if eny case cried out this one is it. I support it
béGause it ié'a deterrei (0 certiii kinds of crittigs. For exaraplé, cifiies agéiist law enforceniéat -
officers, police, or fire fighters or others who risk their lives on our behalf. Correction officers,
and I belicve that it's a strongly merited punishment in some cases such as this one which are so
absolutely horrific that they merit it.

Bair: Mrs. McMahon same question to you. Do you support the death penalty?

McMahon:  I[do, and I absolutely agree with Mr. Blumenthal and his assessment on it.
But now I have to go back w something that you raised just in a prior question. You talked
about the WWE contractors wh don’t have healthture coverage. Indeed tirey do, and all the 600
employees at WWE have ftill benefits aad eaverige and the contsactors have full heaith coverage -
for any acaident they recsive in the ring, whsther_ t_he'y heve surgery, or rehab—they are fully
covered. So l.et’s just make that clear. And I find it a little bit unusual maybe just a coincidence
that in the 20 some years that WWE has been in Connecticut, it's never been investigated or
fined , not relative to its independent contractors, and the only time it's been investigated was

just after this campaign got going. So I'm not sure exactly why that might be. The only time
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we’vestoppedbyWWEiswhenyoucametovisitmeandwehadawpof@.solwoﬂdjust
like to make sure for those now who are listening the men and women who perform in the ring
perform in that soap opera that is WWE as independent contractors their health and well being is
80 important to WWE. There’s a full physical every year, cardio _evaluation. concussion testing

andafulladmgpolicytlnat_isinplacetopreventillegaldruguseandtomakesmethattheyare

- well cared for.

Perez: Mr. Blumenth.gl you are allotted 30 seconds.
Blumenthal: Thank you. As you well know, my jurisdiction is exclusively civil. The

allegations against WWE seeni to be crimiral in natme. So it’s no coincidence that mir

" investigation has not covered thein. I have 110 investigation, have héveér done an investigation

because allegations about independent contractors are investigated by the department of labor

and the department of revenue services and I have no knowledge about that ini'restigation' as

- being conducted b§ the state.

" Perez: Mrs. McMahon go ahead.

McMahon: I have no comment. |

Laughter.

‘Perez: All right.

Bair: The.balance of the time. Back to the panelist, we return now to Chris Keating.

Keating: Mr. Blumenthal many in your party or some in your party have demonized
‘the tea party calling them extremist and even sometimes whackos. How would you describe the
tea party? |

Blumenthal: You know I welcome anyone who wants to be involved in the political

process. I think we all benefit when people of whatever view and commit their time and energy
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and their passion to be involved. And one of the great parts about this great campaign has been
that we’ve enlisted the services of so many volunteers. We need those volunteers because I
don’t have any where near the $50,000,000 that my opponent has committed to spend. She has

already spent more than $25,000,000 probably, and I welcome the kind of energy that is brought

- to this process by volunteers of whatever view and I've said again, again and again that my

pe Somem iman mmen s mmgue 4 am an

campaign maybe outspent but it won’t be outworthed, and the people of Coanecticut want an
election not an auction.
Kastingg  Mxs. McMahon how do you describe the tea party, and do you welcome

their support?

campaign with money I've earned over these past years. I've earned every nickel of this money,
and if I choose to invest in a campaign because I so fully believe that we need change, we need
smaller government, we need to send not people who have been in government and life-loﬂg

politicians to Washington, so I'm willing to spend my own moiwy in this campaign. And 'm

" not accepting private interests because I want to have an independent voice when I go to

Washington. So I'said at the beginning I woultt ﬁmdthempaignwiﬂi my own money, and I'm
ore of tho poople of Conneuticut that cen’t be bought. I've beunwt every singlle daysincel ..
amummdmycantﬁdacyayem.'ago. I'va met and talked and listened to tha people of
Conaecticut and they have told me so much and given me sa many good ideas, and they’ve
shared with me how they want to make sure that their senator stays connected with them and
continues to listen once they go to Washington. So I'm very pleased with the work that I've put
in for this campaign. Excuse me.

Keating: And you’re view on the tea party?
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a McMahon: My view on the tea party is I've also n.letwith the tea party. Two or three
factions of the tea party, I have found that their commitment and their passion to reduce
" spending, reducing the deficit, making sure that goverment is reduced and doesn't continue to

grow. I have found that we are in large step in those particular issues. And I've enjoyed the
meetings that I've had with them.

Keating:  Mr. Blumenthal.

Blumenthal: This thing is a very important part of this process, and I’ ve spent 20 years
listening to people of Connentiem. There’s a joke about Dicle Bunsenthal that if there’s a

garage door opening, he’ll be there. And what I've heard is people are angry and upsaet, amd I

U777 'think the'tea parties” views reflect that frustration, and it’s not just thiém." It’s abdut Washirigton

not listening. Andlwanttogotcl:WashingtontomakesurethatWaslﬁngtondoubetterfor
people of Connecticut and in fact listens to all the people.

Keating: Mrs.. McMahon. |

McMahon: I have found at my meetings with the tea party to be informative and that
they are very pésiomte and they do bring a good volunteer base to be helpful and I welcome

: .tfxeirsupportforthouareastﬁatlthinkweﬁndcomon ground. And that is smaller
Mt, reducing taxes, maixcing the defiait.

Bair: We havo time for a quick lightning rowed. This is one-ward answees and befare
the clasing Memmts Okay. Here it goes. First, you, Mr. Blumenthal. One word to describe
Seaator Chris Dodd. |

Blumenthal: Not running.

_Laughtet.‘ |

Bair: That's two, we'll take it. Mrs. McMahon, same question.
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McMzhon: Retired.
Bair: Okay. Mr. Blumenthal, Red Sox or Yankees?
Blumenthal: Yankees.
Bair. Mrs. McMahon.
McMahon: Yankees.
Bair:  Okay. ‘And finally, Mr. Blumenthal, thin crust or thick crust?
' Blumenthal: Uh, thin crust.
McMshan: Tlun and cxigpy every time.
 Laughter. |
Bt “We Bad s6rié furi there in thé lightning rouiid. Okay. " The caididates will now
each have two minutes in closing statements that coin toss was determined at the beginning. The
order, and Mrs. McMahon will go first. Mrs. McMahon.
McMahon: Again, thanks 1o our audience here this evening and to the audience

watching at home. We appreciate you joining us for the debate. I'm running for the United

-States Senate because our economy is in shambles, people are out of work, our families are

hurting, est eggs have been devastated and there aren’t enough people in Washington who
know how to create jobs. A=t I want tb make sure the Americam dream which I've had the
privilege to ltwn will cantimie tm be thore far my childoen, my gransichiidros and far genemtions
to gome. Mr. Blumenthal has spent a good deal of time tonight talking about fighting for the
people of Connecticut and making sure that you know that he has experience in government and
clearly he does because he is a life-long politician and he has spent his adult life on the
government payroll. I'm a mother, a grandmother, I'm a wife, and I'm a business woman, A

business woman who has created jobs. A business woman who has juggled a career and family
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andnenherofthose;obsmeasy AndlwanttogotoWashmgtonbwauselthmkweneedmore
peoplemWaslungtonwhocanundexstandthephghtofthoseworkersandwhohavecreated
jobs. I've known lean times, and I've known prosperity. I've been bankrupt, and I've come
back. And it is important for the American dream that we focus on these particular issues. This
election you will have a clear choice. You're going to have a choice between someone who's
been a life-long government person, or sumeone who has been in the private sector creating jobs,
sommnewhomtstogcowéurenmmt. I waat to grow the sconoeery. Sanzcane who wamts to
raise yorr @xen and sond monpey to Washington s0 thoy ran spend it. Wel‘l,!wantto.keop
monayinthehmd:effauﬁﬁﬁsofﬁemecﬁcmaotheymspénditas;heymﬁt. And as your

) sena\:or. I want that young wormhan who is a single mom, lost hér’job, and looks at me #nd says,

“don’t forget about us”, veterans fighting against bureaucracy, and teachers fighting to be
innovative. Iwant them to know that I will be their champion, and that our seniors will be fully
protected for their benefits. '

Bair: Mr. Blumenthal.

Blumenthal: Thank you. And thank you to Fox and Courant. Thank you all for being

_ here and for listening to us tonight. Elections are about choices, and this election offers a very

clear stark choice. Linda McMzhom says she is diffemat, and she is different from me. T've
speat my life, ard it’s been my life’s work trying to help people. Cathy,Platt is here tomights I
worked with her to save her antomobile dealarship when GM wanted to shut it: down and put her
people out of work. Billy Clark is here tonight. I stood with him and ather hundreds ofPr;ltt
workers saving their jobs when Pratt wanted to end, really end, their contract and Laura Aston as
well. She came to me when her insurance company wouldn’t cover baby formula essential to her

child’s life. I am proud of my record in public service. I am proud that I have helped people
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build their futures. My opponeat has built her fortune. She has put profits ahead of peaple even
now she refuses to recognize that steroids can cause long-term health consequences. She’s on
the side of the bailout, the Wall Street Bank supported it. 1opposed it. I think more of that aid
should go to small businesses on main street not Wall Street. I oppose the tax bireaks that reward
businesses for sending jobs overseas. She stands with the corporations. I think more of those,
small busintsses deserve breaks. Aud 1 think the middie income families struggling % make
ends mret med lld deserve tax buwaaks now. We should not weit t1 oy opponertt wauld do for

the wealthiest 2% to receive theix tax brezks. You can count on it te ba an your side to fight in

Wuhmgton against those spesial intecests to cut spending when its wasteful and always to put

 you first.

Bair: Mr. Blumenthal and Mrs. McMahon. Thank you very much. That ends tonight's

debate. We'd like to thank the folks here at the Bushnell Theater as well as Fox Connecticut and

. the Hartford Courant and panelists--Laurie Perez and Chris Keating. There’s a gubernatorial

debate tomorrow night, same time and channel moderated by my Fox News colleague, Carl
Cameron. We leave you tonight with a few words from the CEO president and publisher of the
Hartford Courant, Richard Graziano. Gt;od night.

Richard Graziato:  Thank you for watching towight's debate for Connootiuut's U.S.
Senate seat. Fox Counec(iom anit the Courant bolieve in an open, accessible and honorable
democratic prexess. We believe in evezy citizen’s right to know that a healthy democracy
requires an informed and engaged electorate. Tomorrow evening we'll broadcast the
gubematorial debate live from the Bushnell from 7 to 8 p.m. as Tom Foley and Dan Malloy

square off on the issues. And, lastly, we encourage you to get out and vote on November 2.
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Linda McMahon: ...that they should get 100% tax credit from where that

development and once the technologies in place and they are burning their fuels cleaner that they

would have a prefcrred tax rate for getting there. So it’s a way to incentivise busimesses to move
from carbon bumingy fasls ta nlemner techanlngms However, carn:ntly our country is still 85%
dependent o casbon fuels and I do thinic at this partieular tima we need to cantinue to

environnrentally, safely explore our own resources hare, both oil and natural gas. I do thiok that

- ~ with our offshore drilling we should contintieto do that in a véiy safé and environinentdlly

prudent way. I think we should continue to explore for our natural gas because we will be then
economically less dependent on foreign countries, some of whom are today allies but I don’t
think we can always count on them being allies. So while we have the movement to more to
cleaner burning fuels. I think we should continue to explore our own natural resources here iaoth
to be economically independent from our foreigr sources but also because it’s just cheaper. We
have great resoeress here. We have enough natural gas that is pmjecwdwtakeimothcmt 100
years but I do think we have to de this in an easnomically soond way aud what we Have sewn
with aur offehere driiling, with the BP disaster that we haid, we saw that thers was a campay
that clearly bypassed safety eegulations amd took shortcuts. We must insure that dozs mot happen
but I don’t think that the moratorium that’s been placed now in the Gulf is prudent because it is
costing lives and not lives, it is costing jobs and sending those jobs outside of the United States.
I think the states that are involved with the offshore drilling need to have their summits...

Moderator: Let’s let Mr. Blumenthal ...
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McMahon:  And um, okay, one sec...and uh, and then we will move towards
aneugmmﬁcandeﬁﬁnmnmnﬁnypnnkmtwayuukwdopﬂnmemﬂrﬁwh.

Mod.erator: Mr. Blumenthal.

Clapping....

Moderator:  Thank you. Let me, before you begin, if I could ask our
enthusiastic supporters to save their enthusiasm for the end of the detate. Thanks, Mr.
Blumenthal.

Richard Blumenthal: Thank you and-l want to join in, thanking all of you for
being here today and Channel 12 for hosting us and all of our panelists and participants. We
mzaanﬂkmmjnu§Yﬁdkwahdﬂuﬁyﬂhwnﬁmdﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁuﬁdﬂﬂﬁydmmdneﬂa;Jmnm
polluters pay and reward Connecticut for being a relatively clean fuel burning state. 'We should
beveryproudofthefacttlmtweareqneofﬁxecleanestbumingfuelstai.es in the country and as
Attorney General, I pursued pollution in other states and I believe a national energy policy must
make those polluters in pther states, whether it’s CO2 or other forms of emissions, pay for
contaminating our air and we can create new jobs. For example, at the fuel energy company that
I visited yestérday, there are eight projects waiting in the state of Cosmecticut. They are ot
gaing forwmd becaume there’s insufficier financing for them mn 50 We caa provide not oaly
hwﬂuhnshnmmmnnamdﬁmmmhgmqumeﬂnnnﬁﬂminourumnqmlunuﬁﬁbwnmm.The
cost of utilities andmgymConnemmt are just too high for ordinary consumers, fogmall
businesses and other business we are one of the ilighest electricity costs states in the entire
United States and over the course of my two decades as Attorney General, I have fought those
energy interests and helped to cut $2 billion dollars from rate hikes that otherwise would have

gone into effect and we must continue the battle against those special interests that not only
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create CO2 pollution, and we need to fight it but also raise our utility costs. Now, Cap in Trade
isdead,Cap.inTi'adediedinthclastCongress. Let’s be clear, I wrote a letter to the Congress
supporting a bill that incorporated Cap in Trade concept. I've also advocated changes in the bill
that would have made it better for Connecticut. It is not an energy tax, I oppose a national
energy tax and I will continue to steadfastly, opposeaﬁoml energy tax. The claim that Cap in
deéisam@iomlenergywx.isbasedonphanynumbersftomaﬁghtwingyoupﬂmm
designed to sasre people aad protect the energy interess, spcﬂ interests, that I have fought
relu;ﬂe;aly over the years. My opponest and Ilm;-eavuy d:fﬁnmnt view na drilling. Many of

you 'pmbaﬂy received a mailing fram her during the height of the BP crisis, you®ve meceived a

" 16t of mailers from my opponerit 86 you itay not rémeinbét this ore but it Essetifially advocated = -

mo;'e dnllmg and continue drilling even in the mitts of that environmental cﬁsh. I support a
moratorium on new projects for drilling until we determine what the causes are of the BP
catastrophe.

Moderator: M. Blumenthal, Mrs. McMahon would you like to drill deeper on

_Laughing,

_ McMahon:  Uh, yes and thank you very much. Um, if we’d, in Connecticut I
think their have been some progress made towards a clean energy, however, at what cost.
Connecticut does have the second highest energy easts in the country. It has driven johs out of
our state combined with labor costs, combined with high taxes, and that’s when I talk about
balancing economiic and environmental causes, that’s exactly what we need to do. Mr.
Blumenthal, you s'aifl Cap in Trade is dead. Well, you might need to check with President

Obama. Cause he’s certainly has said that next year it will be one of his primary focuses is to
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make sure that the Cap in Trade is put back in place, he's going to focus on it, uh, and you took a

'position of, first you seat the letter supporting Cap in Trade and then when you were asked in the
‘media if you supported Cap in Trade you said no. Then you said Cap in Trade was dead and

-now I just think we need to know where you stand on that particular issue and for you to say that

these are right wing think tank numbers, well check with President Obama, he is the one that said
whex e first talked about Cap In Trade, we will necessarily see electricity costs skyrocket. His
word ums skyrockot. So put tire nuaribers side. We'se going to se inoreased costs in oar
utilitics, it ix a consumption tax, beannse if yen tax companics that are produring those |
emiagiens, they will pass the tax onto consumers. Let’s incentivise cnmpan-im, let them develop

their technology ot clearier burning, give them a tax break once that techiiclogy is in place. We

all benefit from that, punitive measures and lawsuits, I don’t think are the way to go. I don’t

tilink lawsuits create jobs, I think lawsuits drive jobs out of our state. So I am absolutely not a
proponent of raising any kind of tax on our families here in Connecticut.

Moderator:  Mr. Blumenthal.

Blumenthal: Yes, a nationai dwrgy policy really has to provide for the future,
not look back to the past, to a proposal that is dead. Ca;; in Trade isn’t coming back, to call Cap
in'l‘radeanat;onal energy tax to aocusume_ofsupponimamtimal!nelgyt_m is mislezding, not
my watd, the Hartford Conrant’s word to doseribe my oppoﬁenu nitack on me, supposedly
supporting a national energy tax. My oppanent said she wauld have baid a hard time deciding
whet'herto oppose broad water, well ’'m _____*__, two projects that I fought in Long Island
Sound because they opposed an environmental threat but also a security danger and offered no
realbeneﬁtto'Conne-cticut.butwedoneedtousemorenatumlgas in the short term and we are

reliant on natural gas for much of our energy needs and we need to be honest about the
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compatibility of environment and energy. If we had a national energy policy, now 1 would just
say one more thing about energy and that is that right now we are providing $40 billion dollars in
subsidies, tax breaks, and loopholes to the special energy interests. I would shut them, my

opponent, has sided with the energy interests on that score and I can assure the people of

Connecticut, first and foremost, that T wit stand for them against those special interests, energy

‘ comipanies that I have fought over the years for their benefit w cut electricity costs to make sure

L T ———"

that they do not deminate the public intessft. I will fight for the people of Cunnexcticut; stand for

then against thosa sprcidl imenests in Washington DC, because we’ve soen Wathington is

dominated by thoas special intezeste.

- Moderator:  I'd like t0 make sure thiat energy doesn’t doniinite the entire " -

debate, so I'd like to move onto the next question, if I may, and that would be Jerrod Fecrari of

The Hour newspaper, your question for Mr. Blu.menthal please.

Ferrari:Thank you. Good moming.

Moderator:  Morning.

Ferrari: 1 think that we would all agree that our transportation infrastructure
neo;ds serious improvenrent. Amtrak recently put out a proposal but that seems to be about 30
years away. What ox a federal level =5 senator would you db to itaprove mass smnsit in this part
of the country?

Blomenthal: Mass transitis a secious need for Connecticat and the eatire
northeast region, indeed for our entire country and is also very important for environmental and
energy interests as well as our current security concerns. Mass transit, high speed rail can be
promoted and encouraged and supported by the federal government and I would strongly
advocate and fight for more transportation funds for Connecticut, for the 95 corridor, for the
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Hartford to Springfield to New Haven route, for other routes that make sense because we can not -
only tratisport people but more goods and provides more services and promote economic revival.
Investment in our infrastructure is absolutely critical and we ought to be encouraging that kind of
investment in infrastructure obviously through those kinds of federal projects and federal grants
and other forms of federal support but also through a tax policy that makes sense I support a

middle income tax cut now without holding it hostage for a tax cut to the wealthiest 2% and I

think combined with an infsstructure program will help revive our economy. I would not Bold
that middle inoame tax lostage th & tax cut for the wealthicst 2%.
Moderator:  Mzs. McMahon.
" McMahori: : Certainly, I'think that if anyof s hdve just traveled on 95, we
know the need to get cars off the road and improve our transportation system here in the state. In

Stanford Connecticut we have one of the biggest projects going on I think now in the country,

_ youknow with our transportation land and development which is now, you know, right in the,

running right into the Long Island town, it’s a full community, you can live there, work there and
play there as well. It's going to be an incredible development, I think we need to see more of
that simHar building in New Haven is going on so as we look to not only incrcase'eur mass
tramsit, we're also acrtainly going to develap mare of diess work-phy living areas as they're
called, which are going to be very nwich enviroumentally sound aod get mare traffie off tia road
Sa federal dollars can bo used to support thsse as a senator, 1 cestninly would lock 1o bring those
kind of dollars iato the state in terms of grant with full appr;)priation and trmsparmcj and I
certainly want to say to everyone here that I believe that now in the time of recession, we should
not raise taxes on anyone, certainly not-on the middle class. No democrats, republicans, there is

not disagréement about that. We would not raise taxes on anyone and why would you let the
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Bush tax cuts expire at the end of this year and have a negative impact on small businesses.
Small businesses create 70% of the jobs in this country, 72% of the revenue that is earned by
these small businesses will be effected I;y this tax increases. My opponent wants to increase
taxes, you know on a greater area and let me tell you what will happen, 12-1/2 billion dollars
would leave this state. Primarily, you know throughout Fairfield County, 12-1/2 billion dollars
would leave this state #nd go to Washington to be spent. ['dradialeavet_henwneyhuein
Comnecticet in the hands of ewr families arid the pedtile who cesate jobs becaoss uatll we greate
jobs in the private sstor, inhis caontry, wa are not going to heve a sustained mcovary. And
when Mr. Blumthalwasmlkngaboutmspeualmwmu. Ijmtwouldhketokmwwmethey

" the same special inferests that dre nowbankmllmg liis' campdign?

Moderator:  Mr. Blumenthal.

Blumenthal To go back to your quesuon transportanon properly spent actually
can encourage small busmesses and I'm very much in favor of encouraging small businesses
through transportation and mfrastmcture investments, in road building but also most important,
mass Mit and railroads but we also need.to provide targeted tax cuts to snﬂl businesses. Not
by extending the Bush tax cuts for the wealthiest 2% and blocking a middle class tax cut as mry
oppunent would do which violates principles of faimess and economio vrisdoms but targeted tax
cuts, far axsenple, deduations fior startup coats, R&D ten credits, tax cuts fiar new hires, payrodl
tax exemptions, very specific kinds of aide that will make possible the creation of new jobs and
presav;ﬁon of existing ones. Absolutely small business is the engine of new job creation but
targeted tax cuts are the way to provide the support that small businesses need combined with
financing, right now small businesses tell me they can’t borrow cause the banks won't lend to

them and the government can help enable better financing through direct loans from the SBA
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andothetmeans A “Buy America” pmgramtomakesu:ethatourfederaltaxdollarsateusedto

buy products made in the United States. My oppot actually buys through WWE most of her

. productsaremanufacturedovmeas. She sends jobs overseas through WWE and we need to

g = g g——

close anothen; tax loophole, the one that encourages jobs to be sent overseas by businesses that
are rewarded for shippirig those jobs overseas. That tax law loophole cost us $200 billion dollars
over a period of time, I will fight for the peuple of Connecticut against those special interests and
the people of Comecticut know me. No matter who contributes to my campaign, no matter whax
the amouat, I'm going ® stand for them, they can cmsnt on me, they kaow it not from my wonds
but from roy record of action over 10 years and standing strong againstthnse'special interests is
whiat we rieed to do iri Washington becausé Washingtor just isn't Tisténing.

Moderator: = Mrs. McMahon do you want to respond?

McMsahon: WWE does not make toys, Mattel makes toys and so WWE license
Mattel Toys to make those toys, distribqte them around the world and um, I have no doubt Mr.
Blumenthal you prqbably bought Mattel toys for your children along the way some time. What
we need to do to encourage our businesses here to develop and grow is to make sure that we
have an environment, the right kiI.ld of environment for businesses to grow. Businessss legve our
countty batause we have a 35% corporate tax nete here. The avecage warld tax rate is 18%, so
let’s maka anra we ean create the envionenenami to lteap joht here. Noow Mr. Rinmeathal talks
about how he does’t want to raise taxes, he doesn’t wn to raise taxes on the middie class, be
talks about his 20 years as attorney general. Maybe some of you here who don’t kﬁow. [ didn’t
at first, that Mr. Blumenthal also served in state législature for 6 years and while he was in the
state legislature, he voted in one year, for at that time, the largest tax increase in the history of the.
state, $850 million dollars, which hit our middle class and we continue to pay for that today.
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Also during that 6 year term, he voted to almost double spending in the state of Comnecticut.
Now I submit to you, this ishi-s record as a legislator, he had 6 years, that’s the term of the
United States senator, [ don’t think we can send M. Biumenthal to Washington with his tax and
spend philosophy; we can’t afford Dick Blumenthal in Washington.

Moderator:  Mr. Blumenthal. . Please, please.

Blumenthal: I think we will benefit from both sides being quiet during the
debate, with all due respect, and I hope I'm not nsurping your role?

Modesator:  Go right ahead. We geot a taste of your leadership skills.

Laughing, clapping.

" "Blimenthal: Yo kilow when WWE Biiys produicts overseds, manifictured
abroad, it has deprived our workers of jobs and it isn’t just joys, it isn’t just Mattel, it’s all kinds
of merchandise manufactured ox;erseas by workers there when American workers could be
making the same products, millions and millions of dollars spent by WWE. Now, it has a say in
where those products are manufactured, it has a choice and my opponent as CEO of that
company had a choice about how she would spend those corporate doliars, whether she would do
as many Americans do, buyAmerica; I say buy America. The federal govenment ought to be _
doing it, I defended tho madk in Amwrica label when it was going to be diiuted by the FTC, 1 feel
strongly that we hava a responsibility as Aanericans to fight fna fair traie policy and Amn'nm.
workers are the ones who suffer as well as American businestes and aur entire economy when
the Chinese, for example, manipul'ate our currency, their currency to our detriment, when they

maniptihte their currency and under value it, our products are priced higher and we ought to be

fighting. Someone has to be there for our middle class, saying we need tax cuts, for fairer trade

policy, so made in America works and the example of my opponent buying overseas, her
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products, I think is 3 very unfortunate one. Nowlvotedformattax_incteaseinl9'89,nmthen
two decades ago, I also voted for tax cuts when I was in the legislature. If we want to go back to
what I was doing in 1989, we can talk about what my opponent was doing in about that year,
when she was tipping off a doctor who worked for her about a federal investigation.a.icriminal
investigation, she hired the doctor, she tipped him off to the investigation, it's a matter of record
amd I sm running on my record of two decades, ﬁghtingforthepeopleofConneaicut.:;tmding
strong for them against those encrgy interests and against the special interests that wouid harm
them.

Moderator: Mrs. McMahon, if you'd like to respond and then we'll go

to the néxt question.

McMsghon:  Mr. Blumenthal, I think you want to constantly focus on WWE
because it’s really difficult for you to focus on the economy and creating jobs. WWE is certainly
a company for which I am-very proud. Over the last 28 years, WWE has at average creating 20
jobs a year, in this primarily in this state and I can tell you that's what we need more of here in
Connecticut, we need someone who knows how to create jobs, who knows how to create jobs in
thepﬁ\;utewotqrsothatwecanhaveanmnmnicmwveryhm in ozr country and when
compeatns bsre in tha Unitad Stxbe buy prodiisis oursiiz of the United Staurs because tis’s
where they are roenufactused, what wenemdtoﬁnmuonqgain.isciedngincentivn for our
couatry, our corporations here to have the right kind of envirenment, to grow enid to develop
their jobs. They need to have good tax policies, they need to have incentives to grow, they need

to have a climate of certainty, they don’t know what’sconﬁngdownthepikleatthispoim,healﬂl

_ care reform, whether Cap in Trade, this national energy tax is going to happen, whether card

checkisgoingmhappen.whataregoingtobeﬂletaxincreasesthatarecominéuponthem.
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When people create jobs, they have to manage their downside risks, the why we’re not creating
jobs today in our environment is simplybecausewehaveqeatedthis perfect storm of
uncertainty from Washington and I want to be able to change that, I know how to create jobs,
I've done that here in Connecticut and I would like Mr. Blumenthal to talk sbout the jobs that he
has created here in Connecticut. | |
Modezator: Perhaps that will be part of the next question, Ubong Odama..
Odame: Mrs. McMaion, lest week you aaceptod the endorseamat of e
National Federation af Independent Busimsas, this agendn inrludes freaziny the minimum wage,

simplifying the American’s with Disabilities Act and the Family and Madical Leave Act, which

777 T is authoréd by Chiris Dodd. Do you agree with this agenda? '_'

McMahon:  Um, well certainly that gave hves la.v.t week to, well whether or not
I would reducing the minimum wage, I certainly would not, want to be crystal clear about that,
and 1 said I would absolutely consider whether minimum wage would be increased moving
forward and I think a responsible senator would do that and I was very pleased to.aecept the
NFIB endorsement. I do think that we do need to grow, small businesses as I"ve said, and one of
the things thar the owner of the company who was there are the press conference had said, which
I do totally agree with, thut one of the tenants of NFIB and how they want to n:t;ve forward to
devetap businrmirs, i to lat gavernment siny out of the way, ket governmant let free marleat, foee
enterprise system allow businesses to grow and ta develop here in onr country and that certainly
what I support within NFIB and I think they bring to the table the attitude that we need smaller
government, we need less taxés. we need less spending by our govémment .and that wa'y
businesses canhavetheculh:rehéretogrow and to operate. We don’th-ave proper working

capital right now because we have so much restriction and regulation on small community banks.
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" she was askéd in'd grouip of réporters whéthier she would considef reéducing the miximiim wage

I've talked to so many community banks around this state who are telling me that they might
have had Mr. Jones as a client, they've loaned him money, he’s paid it back but at this particular
point they can’t loan to him because bank regulators are coming in and saying well you can loan
to Mr. Jones but we think his business may become nonperforming therefore you're going to

have more assets on your books in order to loan to him. So we're freezing capital in the

'n.larkaplace and groups like NFIB certainly are so supportive of having small businssses grow

and that’s why I wa very pleased to receive their endorsement.
Moderator:  Mr. Blmuenthal,

Blumenthal: Yeah, when my opponent accepted the endorsement of that group

and she said, she would look at it. I wouldn’t need to look at it, I would say absolutely not. The
other day during our debate she virtually accused me of lying when I reproduced.this exchange.
Now ‘she says she misun;ietstood the question. The fact of the matter is she said she would look
at reducing the minimum wage. She talks about creating jobs, many of the jobs she's created at
.WWE, ‘have no health insurance, the wrestlers and others are hired as independent contractors,
her company is under investigation now by the state for allegedlf misclassifying, illegally
miselsssifying thmee worid:rs as independmt cemtractms nninduny'mé them hoalts ins\eamnse and
dodging taxes on social security, Medicare and ather forms of taxation tuch as unemployment
compensation. - Creating those kinds of jobs without kealth insurance is certeinly not somsthing
that I would brag about. And as for creating jobs, I believe that we can have public private
partnerships, such as has occurred in the fuel cell industry. When I visited the Fuel Cell Energy
Corporation, they described to me how the Department of Energy had encouraged and supported

the development of new technology in fuel cells and thereby enable them to build their company
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with a technology that was ares_ultofthatpublic private partnership. There are other ways that
we can encourage and support jobs by provndmg financing, by fighting for fair trade policy, but
certainly in the area of green jobs our public sector can play a vital role. Right M, Korea,
South Korea is developing more jobs in fuel cell then the UnitedISt'ates using our technology.
We ought to be embarrassed and ashamed that a technology developed in this country is actually
b;sing developed overseas and as United States Senator, I can assure you I'm going to fight for
more suppurt for thowo: kimds of jobs that provide yaod irmomes for cur poople, good sources of

economic revival and maat itoportant, & hopc for aar children for the future that we can be a

. leader ance again in the United States, in the giobal economy and that kind of vision and courage

i whai 1 Hopé o' biig to Washiingtor.
End of Side A Transcription

Side B
| Silence at the beginning of this side.

McMashon:  Let's just be clear about the minimum wage issue. Just check with
the Connecticut Mirror and the New York Times. I think they say they do pretty well. [unclear]
Mr. BIW. you always like to attack this audit that’s going vn with WWE relative to
iniependani contractors, which is a routine andit going on in many areas aromnd the country. In
fact, Monday night you sﬁd it was a criminal investigation.

Mr. Blumenthal: No, I didn't.

McMahon:  Oh, I believe you did, sir. Uh, I do believe you did. You said it
was criminal and you said that your office did not have authority that was Department of Labor

and it was a criminal investigation. And I would certainly think well, let’s give you the benefit
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of the doubt. Maybe you just misspoke again when you talked about the criminal investigation,

like the time when you talked about how you had served in Vietnam, like the time whea you
talked about you were not going to Vancouver for the trial lawyers foramw.ﬁkemeﬁm
WhmymwmafwryouawlogizedforViemmmmymmischmcwﬁzédagdnyomdraﬁ
status relative to your, your draft number and your reasons for joining the Marines. So I ju;:t
want to say that given liow 'you misspeak and you characterize WWE from a standpoint of
crinﬂnmlinmtigationandywdiddbma.t.youmtjmtdid it on Monday night, you did it on

another occanion as well lammﬂyiitink;lhr. it woutld be criminal for the Unitod States Attorney

to aceuce a company of criminal activity and then to state that it was outside of yaer jurisdiction -

‘as ARorhey Gederal for ériminal prodedire because you cértainly hiave called for criminial

investiéation before. So I'd just like to state that and clear that up. We clearly need to
incentivize, and I agree with that our business is here in our country. For South Korea to be
using that technology absolutely agree and that’s what I'm talking about. We need to .ineentivize
businesses here. We don’t need to drive them off shore by having high tax rates. Let’s make

R&D tax credits permanent here in our country. lst’smakesurethatourcorpo;ateﬁxratesare

- competitive at least for axcund the world. Tax 106p holes exist bezanse eampanies who produce

products autside of the Unitod Statos or have off-shore l;uxinosses they pay the tax to that
particular state and that's € credit ageinat tax paid here. But the balance of that moucy gety taxed
if you bring it back here to this country. Other countries den’t do that. If a company is based
here in the United States, it’s a French company and they pay taxes here in the United States they
don’t pay it again in France. So what we’re doing is pennllzmg companies. And to now say that
wg’regoingto closethetax- loop hole so that that company will havetopaytht'f. full tax on that

dollar when it is earned outside of the United States, I can tell you what will happen. Companies
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won't have & base here, they'll go off-shore completely, and we won’t have any tax revenue.
And I think that's bad because Mr. Blumenthal it gets back to the fact you don’t understand
business, it’s not your fault, you’ve been in government all your life.

Laughter.

Moderator. .Mr. Blumenthal, and then we’ll go to Mr. Baden afterwards.

Moderator:  Mr. Blumenthal.

Mr. Blumesithal: . Well, let’s make clear right at the outset; [ am not involved
in the investigation of WWE.. 1 said on Monday night that my jurisdiction is civil. The
allegations, the allegations against WWE in connection with illegal misclassification are
poteatially criminal. As for Vietnanh, T just'waiit to make clear as T have said again and dgain,
I'm proud of my military record. On a few occasions, a small number out of the hundreds that I -
described it, I inaccurately characterized it, and I regret it. It was unintentional, but that’s no

excuse, I take full responsibility, I apologize as I've done before. To the people of Connecticut, -

- most particularly to our ;reterans, and I will continue to champion the cause of that principle. 1

will continue to fight for a program called, “No Veteran Left Behind™ because all too often we

have failed to keep faith with our veterans. The tax loop koles that encgurage jobs to go

" overseas cost us more than $200 billien, we sught to close them. My opponent is siding with the

special intezest that would seck t retain thuer just as she has sided with the energy interest in
favor of the $40 billion in hidden subsidies and prefarences that the energy interests receive and
presumably also with the tax loop holes and subsidies ;hat Agra business receives, again, worth
billions of dollars. And the sweetheart deal that our pharmaceutical drug companies have
received under the healthcare bill. That sweetheart deal cost us $200 billion. It prevents the

federal government from negotiating Medicare drug prices that would save us that money and

-47-




e —— - g

11044303536

other measures that would cut waste and fnud in healthcare absolutely necessary to make
healthcare work. The present bill is simply a good step in the right direction, but by no means
the end of the progress that we need to make in our healthcare program. Standing up against
special interest is in no way what my opponent wants to do. She has put profit ghead of people
at evéty turn and that is the kind of United States Senator she would be. I have fought for
people, and I would do so in 'Washington against those special interests, stand strong for the
people of Connecticut.

Commantator: Tom Baden, your question for Mr. Blumenthal, please.

Mr. Baden:  Mr. Blumenthal, someone suggested that as Attoroey General yon
havé been unnecessarily hiaish #nd lifigiotis toward small businesses. I’ going to read yot what
an attomey for two small bl;sin_esses. who you sued and ﬁﬁmady settled W:lth. had to say about
the experience. “If you are a small business owner and RM Blumenthal sues you for
$70,000 and warits $1,000,000 in penalties, life as 'you know it is over. Your bank accounts are
seized, liens are placed on property and assets even if you win the state will appeal and you'll
wait another year. You’re out of business; you’re dead.” How do you respond to that? |

Mr. Blumenthal: You kriow I have stood strong for small business and for

jobs whem they wese victims of wrongdoing. And alap stogd strong and faught for comsnmers

. when they were victims of wrongdoing. My job has been to fight for peopte who are victims of

wrangdoing, 2nd I have stood for Automabile Motors, a car dealership in Marylaad, whea it was
doing to be shut down by General Motars. I have stood for Stanley Works and jobs there as weil
aslAut'omobile Motors when it was threatened thh a hostile takeover. 1have stood with the
workers at Pratt when Pratt & Whitney wanted to ship those jobs elsewhere. My job is to fight

for people, and I have sought to fight for people using the law to make a difference in their lives
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and most particularly, and most commonly, in many ways, I have stood forl people who were
victims of healthcare insurers. When they were denied healthcare coverage, I have gone to bat
for them, worked for them, and made sure that someone was in their corner to get the medical
treatment they deserved. Again and again in thousands of cases whether stem cell transplants, or
cancer treatment, or other kinds of life-saving procedures, sometimes baby formula. We have
worked and fought for thepeopl.e of Connecticut, and we have used the legal means avaiiable to
mah'a sure that smnll businesses are defennded mgminst wsongdoing, ar well ws ardimey
consumers. Anr I would just cite ane other examphe whin propesty aasuslty insurers in
Connecticut and around the country fixed prices and rigged bids, we recovered hundreds of
millions of dollars for corisuifiers afid small bisinesises hiere in Cotitiecticut. Shfill bisinesses are
often the beneﬁcmnes of what we do. . |

ModMn Mrs. McMahon.

Mrs. McMahon: -~ ;’ve not talked to a single small business around this state
that's felt like they were a beneficiary, Mr. Blumenthal (laughing while speaking), of your
actions. And you, you fought, and you’re fighting again today, but what are you ﬁghtmg for
no-#.? You're fighting for higher taxes. You're fighting for bigger govermment. You know,
you're fighting for s healthcare bill that is going to tike a hdlf  trilun doflars out of Medicare
spi!lim. And I've hexd you asy well that ju.st goes ag;linlt Mrdicare Axb/antage. What that
does is its goingmmdwepaymmmierMehicmAandB to haspitals, and I thixis that is
going to impact aur semoxs They're going to feel that. There is 8 potential that they won’t be
able to get their care. Under this healthcare bill, there’s going to be taxes on manufacturing of
medical equipment. Well, what’s going to happen? That cost is gomg to get passed on to

consumers, and yes it’s very definitely going to cost our seniors and this healthcare bill will raise
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taxes. You, you've applauded healthcare passing, now you say it's a good start. Well, [ liave to

!
;
1

say that I think that a bill that starts with pnemimns_that are going to go up by double digits, taxes
on small businesses, increased premiums to families; we will lose healthcare coverage rather
than gain healthcare coverage. We're going to drive the cost of healthcare up, and I think make
heaithcare worse. And we’re driving doctors out of the Mediean;. business. Idon't think that’s a
goodpiaeetom I think it ougt to bie repealed. We ought to start again.

Applause. |

Commsentstor:  Mr. Blumenthal.

Mr. Blumenthal:  Well, if Ms. McMahon wants to talk to small businesses

‘that have Bénefited froni thie work that I've dofi€, shé otight €6 gét out ‘a little bit moré ind taik to-

more small businesses in Connecticut as I have done.
Appla;xse.
Commentator: Let them talk. .

' Mr.Blumenthal:  As I have done consistently over 20 years listening,
listening to the people of Connecticut. That’s where my best ideas and energy come from
listening to the people of Connecticut. You know, my opponent would have a little arore
creditiility on fighiing taxss if she had »ot hired Washingion lobbyists over a decade paying them

mece thxn. a million dolizs to strong-atm Congress. There’s nothing different. She claims to be

" different, but there’s nothing differeat about hiring lobbyists to strong-arm Congress to kill

legislation as she sought to do. Kill legislation that would provide greater protection to children
against marketing of sex and violence. She also hired those lobbyists to help her with a steroid
investigation by the government that was ongoing at that time. Hundreds of thousands of dollars

spent on Washington lobbyists, that’s no different—that’s politics as usual. I have never favored
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. higher taxes as an energy tax as my opponent has said. Ibelievet.hatweoughttocutdlemiddle

income tax now. That middle income tax not only inhibits economic growth, it is also unfair if

it’s held hostage for the wealthiest 2%. I would not block that tax cut. And I would also stand

strong in favor of the minimum wage. No question, we shouldn’t look at whether it should be

reduced. And I would make sure that those tax loopholes are reduced and that we avoid the
extension of Bush tax cuts for the wealthiest 2% betause they would not only be unwise as a
matter of enopomic pc;licy bal they wounld not help small businoss. Only line thees 2% of s)nall
businasees in any way are affected by them, and we meed targetad tax relief for those smeller
businesses which we need now. We need middle income tax relief, we need help for small

“businesses, we should 1ot balloon the deficit by $700 billion dollars by extendifigthiose Bush'tax™ " -~

cuts for the wealthiest 2%.

Commentator: Mrs. McMahon .

Mrs. McMahon: WWE did hire a government relations companies m
Washington because we actually wanted to -build relationships so that we could expand our
Smackdown Your Vote! program as part of what we d1d We also did approach Congress

relative to having the troops from WWE go to Afghanistan and Iraq to entertain our men and

. womren theee. And I belisve these were, thh¢ was the predesninent past of the spin these, and,

yes, there werne doHars that were wsedl to fight far First Amensiment rights for televisinn

programmers and also there were dollars used wllmwewhowereat'WWE.was askatl to testify -
as part of the, you probably saw that whole business with baseball and all that that took place a
couple of years ago. So in preparation for those WWE hired a law firm, the law firm that we

have had and used for years and years at K&L Gates 5o there were dollars expended there. But

let’s talk a bit about you talk about this increase of tax on the wealthy, and the small businesses
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it's only 2%. That small 2 business 2% creates 72% of the revenue from the small businesses.
ﬂwy'pﬂxeomdreatingthejobs. And if you want to imposeataxonthemnow. under the time
they are already paying 45% the top level of income, their tax would go up to 39.6 as with those
who are in the higher income tax bracket. That is 3 2%, wellmaybealittlel_aitmote,thanWal-
Mart will pay as a corporation because it’s at a 35% tax rate. I submit to you taxing smaller
businesses at a higher rate than Wal-Mart is gexting taxed is uncomsciondble. We're going to not
cartinire th coente jobs in the privats sector.by doing thut. Axd Mr. Blusmeathal I'm meally happy
that you have fenght so hnrd far small businesaes and that yon tuaveled the state talking to them.
WWE’s been in the state for 20 years. One day you stopped by and had a cup of tea with me, but
thai’s aboit the éxteb of you ever checkiiig bilt o Listéning to'ariy 6f iy ideas With WWE at -
how we have almost 600 people here and the amount of taxes we pay to the state. So you're
fighting now, you're fighting for increase in taxes. Let me remind you: When he was in the
legislature one year he voted for an 850 million dollar tax increase that affected middle class
Americans. We're still paying for it today, and he almost doubled state spending. We cannot
afford another tax and spend senator in Washington. We cannot atford you Mr. Blu@&d; we
had enough of you already.

Con:mentator: JocF______ your ql;estion for Mu.. McMahon.

Joe F_____: Thank you. Ms. McMahon, you are against trying terrorists in
civilian court. Recently, a former Connecticut resident, an attempted terrorist, was tried in
civilian court and sentenced to life. Did this process change your mind on that stance at all?

Mrs. McMahon: I believe the terrorist you’re referring to, and correct me if
I'm wrong. Ibelieve that is the one who is also a citizen of the United States. He was tried.

That was around the Time Square bomber.
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JoeF___ : Yes.
Mrs. McMahon: [ think there’s a different, I think there is a different rule to'

apply there. When you’re talking about Mohammad, who came in responsible "

for 9/11; 1do not believe those terrorists should be tried in our court system. I don’t think they
should be accorded the right and privileges as a citizen of the United States. I think they are
more propeely tricd in the military tribunal. |

Applause.

Commentator: Mr. Blumenthal:

Mr. Blumenthal: I believe that the question of where a specific terrorist

should be tried depends on thie facts.”____ ~~ '~~~ Moharninad, T beélieve, divdld be triedina =~ ~ -

- military tribunal.. An attack on this oountry By a person from another country, directed, trained

and supplied in a direct attack on the United States should be tried in the military tribunal

particularly if it would involve a compromise of intelligence interests. My attitude and approach
as a prosecutor, a former United States Attorney, is I want the swiftest and surest conviction with
the harshest punishment for anyone who does harm or threatens harm to the United States. And I

weould continue to miake decisions based oa each case as it comes before me.

Applause.

Commentator: . Yaunr questipn for Mr
Blumenthal. |

Unclear name: Okay. Mr. Blumenthal. Cilﬁs Dodd has just traveled to

Cuba to discuss with Cuban government officials about the relations between the two countries.

He's an outspoken critic of the embargo. What'’s your position on Cuba and the embargo? :
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Mr. Blumenthal: I think we should be open to normalizing relations with
Cuba. Ithink we should consider steps in that direction, but I may not agree completely with
everything that Chris Dodd or any other member of the Senate states. I want to make clear that I
will do what's right for the people of Connecticut, the economy of our state, the working men
and women in middle class families of the state of Connecticut.

Commetttator: Mrs. McMahon:

Mrs. McMahon: I, too, think that we should take steps to remove this
embargo. It's been thera for a loung, long time. And there’s probably some ix hore that would

like to bave Cuban cigars. But, I also think that what we have to do is look at our free-trade

e oo

jobs. In fact, it was President Obama, I believe, who said that for, for every 1% of increase in

exporting, we create 250,000 jobs, so I would really look for our free-trade agreements. America

still does manufacture. In fact I believe America is still the largest manufacturing company in
exporting for manufacturing goods, and we need markets for those goods. Free-trade
agreements, I think, are-necessary. There are pending free-trade agreemients in Congress now.
And I do think as weopenthos}:doors mdhavé opportanities © export we will absolutely create
more jobs here in our country. '

Comunentsior: ~ Panelists, thank you very mich. Candidates it’s oome tizie

now for the final remarks, and by the toss of the coin Mrs. McMahon you go first. Two minutes.

McMahon:  Well, again, I would like to thank everyone who is here today for
our hosts, for our sponsors today, our panelists, for those of you who are here and those who are
watching electronically at home. I'm running for the United States Senate because our economy

is in shambles. People are out of work. Our families are hurting. Nest eggs have been
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devastated. And there aren’t enough people in Washington who understand how to create jobs. I
wmttheAmetjcandreum which I've bad the privilege to live, to be there for my grandchildren
and for that next gemratton. My opponent has made a convincing case today that he has -
extensive government experience and I don't disagree with that because he spent a life-long
career in the government and on the government payroll. I'm a wife, a mother, a grandmother,
and I am a businesswoman who i\as juggieci building a business at the same time raising a
family. Neithet job was ensy. I've knowm hmn times, and I’ve knowa pmspmty I've beom the
CEO in a tough busincss and I had to meke tough decisions. The choiae in this election i

November is absolutely cléar—we have a career pnliﬁmhn versus a businesswomen wha knows

™ fiow to create jobs. We have sériechs Who wiiits to gr6w govesnirient, While I'want fo grow thie

economy. Mr. Blumenthal wants to raise taxes to cover.spending. I want to keep money in the
hands of .the families and of the job creators here in Connecticut. We have to change the
direction of our government.. We have to create jobs in the private sector by incentivizing small -
businesses. We have to not raise taxes to cover spending. I want to reduce spending and balance
the budget. Over the past year, I’ve spent almost every day around our state meeting with many
of you, talkhagwiﬂxyeq‘x. listening to you. And as a senutor, I wmt that young unwed, that young
siagi: homn who has lost Itax job to be abde to kmow that she has a champion. I-want that watenan
that I talked to after he had been i Stund Domn up hmmmmwtmmmauhmpim
I st the teacher who is struggling dor innovation to know that she hes a champion in the
senate. And I'd like to just to leave you with this thought: If you picked up the phone and called
your senator. Wouldn't you feel better connecting with someone who's walked in your shoes? 1
would.

Commentator: Mr. Blumenthal. Two minutes.
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Mrs. McMahon: Thank you very much and it would be my privilege to be
your next United States Senator.

Applause. |

Commentator: Hold your applause, please. .Mr. Blumenthal.

Applause. .

Mr. Blumenthal. Thank you to everyone for joining us today and to the

people who are listening for giving us your atteittion. Elections are about choices. Arml this

election presents a very, stazk clear claige. My opponent is different says she is diffegent,

although she has spent hundreds of thousaats of dollars on Washington lobbyists to stop a

7T T ‘measure that would protect childréd from sex and violence. “Shie’Has spent hiuiidreds of thousands

of dollars on her investigation or her .involvt in investigation conducted by the government
into steroid use in her company. She is different from me. She has spent her life building her
fortune. I have spent my life helping people build their futures. Iam proud of standing for the
people of Cor'mecticut.lworking for them, advocating for them. For Kathy Platt when -

Motors was going to be closed by General Motors, and we worked with Kathy
and her family to keep that smrall business operi and preserve those jobs. For Laura Austin, when
her baby was denied heaith imm coverage for a formulh that she desperutély naedel, and for
Billy Clark, who works at Pratt & Whitney - |

Caommentator: I'm afraid we’re going to have ta stop. We've run out of
time. Thank the candxdates You can give them your enthusiasm. Thank you.

Applause and chanting.

I know, but we ran out of time. Do you hear him?

Yea.
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10/12/10
Connecticut Senate Debate
Richard Blumenthal/Linda McMahon

Okay. Now, let me introduce and Ann Neiburg. (Laughter)

Thank you. Ihave this time thing, you know, we're going to go live at 7:00, 5o, um,
thank you very much Gary, I appreciate that. Just between - 30 seconds, yes? Minwute 307 Al
righ@, minute until we go live. Um, I just have to say thiz as a legal disclaimer. Tonight's
telecast of the deliete is a copyrighted production and may not be used in fall o in part without

' the express written consent of WTNH TV. All right, all right, all right. If you have a cell phone

e e e

turn that off;-If yeu-have Gong-get it aut of hese. We need-to have; you know, yousfull. - .- - .

attention. The cameras are not trained on you at all, So if you decide to be unruly we will wait
and capable of making you stop doing what you are doing. Thank you so much for being here
today and enjoying what is going on. So, I'm going to stop talking for a second cause I'm
getting some cué and we're going to go live in about 30 seconds. So, thank you.

Silence. Then music.

Ann Neiburg: Good evening ladies and gernlemen. Welcome to this evening’s U.S.

Senate debate a the historic Garde Art Center in New London. T'm Ann Neiburg moderator for

News 8. News 8 and the Day of Mew Londan ere sponsaring this event in coaperationy with the

League of Women Voters. Talking part are Democzat Riohard Bhumenthal and Repuhlioan
Linda McMahon.

Questioning the candidates this evening are News § political correspondent, Mark Davis;
and edltonal page editor for The Day, Paul Shawnier (sp). This debate wi.ll be cumnulative; there
will be 24 minutes on the clock for each candidate. Each candidate - the answer will be no more

than 3 minutes. At the end of the debate there will be two minutes for each candidate to make a
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closing statement. To the audience, we are televise&, streaming live; you should remain seated,
refrain from any applause, cell phones off. Thank you in advance for giving these candidates the
respect they deserve. And now let us begin this debate.

The questioning will start with Paul Shawnier (sp). The first to answer will be Mr.

* Blumenthal. Paul?

Paul Shawnier: ° Good evening. I'm gonna start this off with an excerpt from the
Republican’s recertly mleased Pledge to Ammmica. And I think it well summarizes the
Republican perspertive on why we hatee persistant high mnemploymant. And Fd like to get your

reaction to this Pledge to Amezica. The quote is, “It is time to end this liberal cleansing

e o it aiid $6 the atfiicks o oiir eiriplyéds thsk prévent et fom 1Vesting in Guir

" economy. We need private sector jobs not more government.” And, I would like to get your

reaction on this, Mr. Blumenthal.

Richard Blumenthal: Thank you. And thank you everyone for joining_ us tonight.
Thank you, Ann, and to everyone who is watching; The fact of the matter is that our state and
our nation are struggling with high unemployment, unacceptably high unemployment, and with
an approach from Washington that emiphasizes two much top down bailouts that help Waii Street
and investment banks thers wnd 8t esough for mixin street winere jobs are created. Peopid crewre
johs, Smnadl busmssa creaie jobs. (Jovernmant ean provide the toals but it alse must take amway
the obstacles. And there are.some very specific ways that I think government can provide the
t&ols. For example, for exports, a more acceptable and stronger way to provide financing and
loans for businesses. We can do better in job training and, also, take away some of the obstacles
like providing tax deductions for businesses with start up costs as well as research and

development credits for businesses that manufacture here. And tax exemptions for new hires as
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well as exemptions for capital gains. That kind of program, along with closing the loopholes for |
cdrporations that send jobs overseas, which costs us 200 billion dollars are what I would fight to
do. And my opponent has a very different approach - She supported the bailout. I opposed it
because itdoestot.)muchforthose investment banks, not enough to aid those small businesses,
which really create jobs. I believe that this country can and should do better for those small
businesses as well as for peopléwhoares\rugglfng,forexample, I would not look at changing
the minisnum wage. My opponsnt was acked thut qeestion and shie said she would look at
chnnging and cutting the minisonm wage. Sa this coustiry mast do better at jeb coeation that
people and small businessas create jobs and governmeat can provide the tools and remove the

Neiburg: - Llnda.Ms Mcl\_dahon.

LindaMcMallon:. I would also like to thank all of you who are here this evening, our

hosts, our panelists and those of you here in our audience and watching us electronically at

-home. I :ixust say, Mr. Blumenthal, I'm very happy you have a better notion of how to create

jobs thi_s week than you had last week. And you are right, government does not create jobs,
peoplecteatejobs.. Entrepreneurs take risks. In orter for tham to take risks they have to have an
enwircmient that has thse ability far shem io know that when they take thase ricks it’s an
environment of cestainty. They know haw to plan; they know whai taxes are going ta re levied
on them; they kitow what zegulations ace gning to be lavied oa them; and until wa create that
envirenment of certainty for entrepreneurs we’re not going to be able to create jobs. And that’s
what we really havg to focus on is creating jobs in the private sector. Now, Mr. Blumenthal likes
to keep referring to the fact that he says I that talked about lowering the minimum wage. That I

would just advise you to take a look at the New York Times or the Hartford Courant or the

-61-




1184432602550

Connecticut Mirror whicl.n says absolutely I did not say that, though he would like to pretend to
bring that up. Mr. Blumenthal really has no experience in creating jobs in the private sector. So
he really doesn’t understand what it’s like when he talks about loopholes for companies that have
jobs overseas. But loopholes translates to, ladies and gentlemen, is tax increases. Companies
that have jobs outside of the United States or have companies outside of the United States are
paying corporate tax rate here in America when the funds are brought back irmto the United
States, but they also pay the tax tisit is in that country where their business is lacated. So there is
no ineentive fer companies here. Whenher it he trex increases that might occur is for companses

to be taxad from dollar one. 'l!ledaydleyeam!hnéeddhrsinsmdéfmméybﬁng!hm

7T "back to the United Statés. "That is fiof going o eficotirage job growth here. 'In fact, it will'diive

jobs out of this country. Businesses won't be located here. The United States won’t have any of

that income or any of that revenue.. Mr. Blumenthal’s entire career has been in government so he

doesn’t understand about creating jobs. And I would just ask him, “Mr. Blumenthal have you

. created any jobs in our country?”

Neiburg: Mark, your question to Ms. McMahon.

Mszk Davis: Mrs. McMahon. I was at the event in East Hartford where the minimum

wage was discussed and I agres you did not say you wanted to cet the minimum wage.

However, a Int of penple are uncleas aboet exactly what you did say as raferenced by all of my
emails arid vaice mails ever since that event happened. So could you please tell us exactly what
your position is on the minimum wage? Do you support the federal government’s authority to
have one, or do you think that it is a hindrance to small business? |

McMahon: Mark, as I said that day, I absolutely do not believe that we should cut the

minimum wage. I've said that we should look, in fact, Mr. Blumenthal and I both had the same
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opinion on this, that before the minimum wage is increased I think we should review it. And I
think that’s a prudent position if we are in the senate or in the legislator to take. So just to make
sure - that I don’t think in today’s economy clearly we should not be talking about increasing
taxes on any one, we're certainly not- going to talk about reducing minimum wage. I believe that
we should look at making sure that we keep taxes where they are for everyone. In a time when
we have unemployment that's at 9.6% in our nation, and 9.1% in our state, mising taxes on any
Segrnent, eupucially on smali businesyes that ase going 10 creata 70% of the jobs im this mnx;ny.
isnntthn.rightthil-:gto de. And my opponent would want tn raisc taxes on small busincsses and
send over 12.5 million dallars to Washington. I want keep that money here in our state, in the
hands of ovr Faruilics, in'the Binds of coffpaiics Who &i¢ o tb Goeate o8 jobs - aad ot
send it to Washington. So, Mr. Blumenthal and I have a very different opinion on raising taxes.
He wants to raise taxes on small business. Just llkeheraxsedtaxes when he was in the
legislature, for six years in Connecticut which you might not know before he was Attorney
General. During that time he voted for the largest increase in taxes in the state’s history, at that
pa:ti;:ular time, over 850 million dollars. And during his six years, which is the length of time
you would serve as a sexator, he voted to almost double spending in the Stare of Connecticut.
We cannot send moze tax and spenditg governmerit life-toag politicians to Walshington. We just
can’t afford it. |

Neiburg: Mr. Blumenthal.

Blumenthal: Thank you. I might say my opponent would have more credibility on the
issueoftaxesifshéhad’nouékenamaedmastywmmmjobsammmlaid-off 10% of her

work force, and taken home 46 million dollars. And she would have more credibility on the

issue of outsourcing if her company did not buy most of its merchandise manufactured in China
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and Pakistan abroad, and if her own campaign hats and t-shirts were not manufactured abroad.

I'm not surprised that she is against closing that loophole that costs us 200 billion dollars and

encourages businesses to send jobs overseas. But I can tell the peoplé of Connecticut that I will

stand strong against it, I will fight it, just as I would all of the special giveaways to the

pharmaceutical drug companies, to agri-business, to the energy interests that costs us money and

" balloon otz debt, and in fact, my oppenent’s tax proposal would balloon our debt by 700 billion

dollass - ineredible - 700 billion dollars axud holling middle class tax cuts heotage s tile
waltitiest 2% cza reeeive that ter cut that would balloon our dafioit by 700 billion dallams over

ten years with the excuse that somehow it’s good for small business. Ahsalntely not. And the

" reason I say it is, thiat only a small fracfioii of smill biiSifiesses wotild be affected by extending

those tax cuts to the wealthiest 2%. In fact, the average small business has income of about
$40,000, well below the cut off that I believe should be applied. A middle class tax cut should
be given now. I'm disappointed that Congress returned home without voting on it, but I would:
vote on it, my opponent would hold it hostage for the wealthiest 2% to receive their tax cuts, and |
it is absolutely right that small businesses create jobs, people create jobs, and consumer demand
wouldbestimulatedbythumiddleclasstaxcutandemblemmedfourpeople:togobackto
work, lowsr that 9.6% unemployment rste, 9.1% in Conrsecticut, end put thousents people back
to work. That's we wont we need tu v, that's what [ would fight to do. The people of
Connecticut know that 1 have fought for them, stood stoong for them; my oppanent has put
profits ahead of people as she did when she took that tax credit and then laid-off her work force.
Neiburg:  All right, Mark, your question for Mr. Blumenthal. |

Dave: And you support the minimum wage, right?
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Blumenthal: [ firmly support the minimum wage. Iwould not cut it, and if were asked
that question, I would not say, “I'd look at cutting it,” wi:ich is what she did - it’s on the video.

Davis: Just thought yon.x would answer the question because I get a lot of emails from
people to make you both answer the question(s?). Mr Blumenthal there was a huge piece in the
Sunday Times from an economics professor at Harvard who said he has an adjusted gross
income in excess of $250,000, and can afford to pay the extra tax, but that will discourage him
from tloing any emra work or hising aay oue because the tuxaror will bs so high cwer that leval
that it wonidn't be worth it. He’s lodking tawaris to peshaps saving it for hil; chﬂdm Whereas
if he was to do a spacial job for $1,000 now he might be able to invest almost a $1,080 for his
s children, but under your proposal, and Président Obimna"s, he might €id up only take home * -

~ $500.

. Blumenthal: Well, let's be very clear. | am supporting cutting taxes, or extending the
tax' cuts for the middle class, which I believe is necessary not only for the sake of faimess but
also because it would help stimulate our economy. For people and families that earn more than
$250,000 the rates would sin{pl'y be at the Clinton levels of taxauon Let’s remember under
Prusklen: Cliston our economy id quire well and people eaming more than thmt amount did
quite well, amd 1 beliave stmugly that we should have tae cots now. I'm ths only randidate hero
who is ix favor of immediate tox cuts, and by the wny, the only caudidate who has tahen a
positien thet we should ot cut Socisl Security, we should nat establish  “means™ test or raise
the eiigibi!ity age levels. We should not do anything to cut Social Security which is not only a

' promise we've made to seniors, but also absolutely important to ourecpnomic recovery and
revival. My opponent says, “Not appropriate for the campaign trail to talk about social

Security.”
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Neiburg: Ms. McMahon.

McMahon. Mr. Blumenthal and I absolutely agree that taxes should not be raised on
middle income families. There's no dispute between him and me. There’s no dispute between
Democrats and Republicans. The issue is whether or not we would raise taxes on small
businesses. And while he might, ah, negate the fact that there would be not many maybe small
businesses affected, 72% of the revenue owtied by snmll businesses fall in that clags that he’s
talking asont. Why an earth would we censisier mising taxes oa any gies, clealy not cn
middle income families but also aot on anyane; let’s encourage and inoentivize businessas to

grow, let’s don’t penalize them. Middle class families certainly aren’t going to be ahle to go out

" and by things it ey doni't hiive & job. Let’s ceate jobs. M. Biumesitial tiaf's what you'

continue to fail to understand is that we just need jobs in this country, not raise taxes. Leave the

money in the hands of small businesses and let the free market, free enterprise sﬁm work asit -
has so well throughout our history.

AndlwouldjusthketotakexssuemthaeoupleofthmgsMr Blumenthal has said. And

that is talking about tax incentives. Just before in his comment when he was talkmg about

creating jobs he was talking about givimg tax incentives. I'm very happy that WWE was able to
tako tax imcentives for 'lnnestm;.-.wrs made. Investments made in a digital muihldqmmm. in
televiakon prosuction, sa yes, tax incentives iiclp growth, did halp to create jobs. i\low, also, as
CEO you make tongh decisions sometimes and you move on. A strong heaithy company is one _
ﬂmisgoix;gtocontimxe grow. 'm proud of the fact that WWE has created an average of 20
jobs a year over the last 28 years. And because it is a strong company, it is going to move
forward with a new initiative next year, a new network that will probably add 100 to 140 new

employees. And, Mr. Blumenthal, you might just not understand this, but until you have profits




we can’t hire more people. You can’t grow your company, you can’t move it forward. SoI'm

.proudofthefaetthatv_VWEhas moved forward. And let’s make sure that on our campaign trail
as we discuss our entitlement programs, that we are clear that our entitlen_lents. our Medicare and
Social Security do need to be strengthened. They are headed for insolvency if they are not. But |
I find that it's inappropriate on the campaign trail to kick it around like a political football
because any cimdidate befere whose touched that third rail takes away the opportunity of getting
into the: legislstuee in a wotally bi-partism way and pat good ideas en the tadle w taik apeie hasy
to strengthen these programs.

'Neihurg: Thank you, Mrs. McMahon. Paul, your question for Mrs. McMahon.

!
]
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issue in the campaign, certainly in the economy. Mrs. McMahon, you called for a balanced
budget amendment. You want to make the first tax cuts permanent, and the Treasury calculates -

" that would cost 3.7 trillion dollars over ten years. And, yet, you don’t want to talk abt;ut how we
control spending on entitlements, Social Security and Medicare. So, don’t the voters deserve
some information .of h.ow you propose getting spending under control?

McMabon: I certainly have offered somme idexs about getting our spending under
cantrol. And I think tll'nt.is impoiteot beumse om: of dee isouss I Have titibed about is balancing
our budget. We can’t operate hpm'msses; we aan’t eperate ol b.ousehelds if we spend more than
we're bringing in. And it’s cammon sense. So how do we do that in Washington? Well, the
first things I talked about was rolling back non-defense discretionary spending'to 2008 levels,
capping federal hiring, having a freeze on wage increases at the federal government level. And |

| also, taking our unspent stimulus money and paying down our debt. We are paying about a

billion dollars a day in debt service that would go all away towards reducing our deficit. And if
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we put the measures in place that I've just talked about we’d have an opportunity to decrease our

“deficit of about 1.3 trillion dollars over the next few years. That’s a move definitely in the right

direction. Wecannotkeepspendingmorethanweare'mak'ing. Now, when I’m talking about

letting the current tax law continue so that small businesses do have an incentive to create jobs

and put .people'back to work, that'll have a multiplier effect on the economy. Because if

businesses czeeas jobs more people buy more goods and services and pay more taxes. And that's
also atcinmm sense. My an, lrowever, woald lilze you to think that just raising tones on

this next level, as he calls it, just balow the - he’s going to keep taxes in place the way they are,

- and middle income families, not allow this tax to increase, all what I'm saying is middle income

"~ faniilies BEad jobs, 80 éfs create jobis.” Awid'T dori't Rk that We Wahi to BAVE fiiore policies; like -

Mr. Blumenthal had recommended, or as he voted on when he was in the legislature in

Connecticut. He absolutely has a record of “tax and spend”. He voted with the Democratic

Party 9% of the time. We don’t want a rubber stamp in Washington to continue to follow

through on the same policies. Let’s make sure that we have common sénse return to
Washington. -

Neiburg: Mr. Bluenthal. .

Blansathal: Yes, thank you. I'm the only candidate here who favors an immediate tax
cut for the middle class and I'm the only eandidate whp's outlining specific proposals to help
provide small business with tl-s toals it needs to hixa more people - remamber small business
createsmomthanm‘ﬁ.: of the jobs in the country. Aad the only candidate who is providing
specific proposals to remove some of the obstacles - tax deductions, tax credits, and more aid
involved. As I go around the State of Connecticut small bus.iness tell me they can’t get loans

because the banks aren’t making those loans. Government can provide that kind of support to
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direct loans from the SBA and groups of banks, consortia banks that can get together make those

loans. These specific proposals and closing the loopholes that encourage and reward companies

for sending those jobs. overseas and cost us as tax payers are specific measures. In addition, we
need a “Buy America” program that returns Connecticut to making things again in the way that
we used to do. “Buy America” means using federal tax dollars to buy American goods not the
ones made overseas. And we know from cur experience with Ansonia Copper and Brass, that
bant vete gat many ensential paste ovemnsas. We can do mom: to esgouragr “Buy Amreriin” and
“Made in America.” I defended the “Made in America” label. I go to bat for small businesses
when they are trampled. I stnad up for Alderman Motors when it was about to be closed and
woiild Fave lost nfaiiy jobs Whed GM Hireatied to dlose it, Arnid e woi thiaf Balile' Wit Kathy
Pratt. Istood up for the workers of Pratt & Whitney when their jobs were going to be sent out of
state and overseas. I stood up for Stanley Works when it was threatened for a hostile takeover.
Standing up for Connecticut businesses and ordinary people is what I want to do. I'have a record
of fighting for Connecticut and its people. And small businesses do need tax relief but it should
be targeted, not the kind of trickle down economics that created this mess and put millions of
people out of work. Wall Streut 20eds to be reformed. My opponent opposed it. Isupported it. -
And 1 supnat targeted tax quts far smail tasireais. .

Neiburg: | Paul, your gaestion for Mr. Bhusenthal.

Paul: You just mentioned “Buy American,” your call for Treasury Secretary Geitner, to
take swift action against China for currency manipulation. First, are you talking about tariffs,
and aren’t you concerned that this could set off a protectionist trade war that ends up costing

more jobs?

-69-




-11844303558

Blumenthal: I believe strongly that Chinese currency manipulation must stop, and that
this country must pursue fair trade policies. And I can commit that I would fight as hard to make

those trade policies fair as I have done when I fought utilities in raising their rates,

pharmaceutical drug companies in over charging our tax payers. Big tobacco when it addicted
our children. Again, and again, and again, and I have asked the Secretary of Treasury to declare
éhinnacmeneymmipulatmuﬂimwsetlnsanaions that are nevessary to change the way it
values it'swrmcy.'Uuﬂmﬂning its currency means it breriaes aur crexiex to par exparts to
Chine. And Ilimow the impaet, not just from econoniic theory or fram some exparis, but going
around to businesses here io the State of Connecticut listening ta how their exports are stopped
by thie Chineése Gihder valliation of I8 carfehcy. Tl fiot fearful of a protecrivist War betause =
the rest of the world should be on our side. And, in fact, the head of the IMF recently urged that
China reconsider its trade p'olicies. I think on s0 many issues we must take the lead and I would
urge, as [ have done before, the President of the United States to act formally, forthrightly,
promptly to. end Chinese currency manipulation.

Neiburg: All right. ‘Mrs. Blumenthal. I'm sorry, Mrs. McMahon. (Laughter) That
was a great look. 1have a producer talking to me at the same time.

Blunmnthal: Mrs. Blumenthal is with us tamight. |

Nei_lmtg: Mrs. Blumenthal. Mss. McMahoas.

McMahon: I think we absolutely have to make sure that we have fair trade agreements
in place because our markets here in the United States, our manufacturers here need markets
outside of our country. In fact, President Obama said that if we increase exports by 1% we will
add about 250,000 jobs. We have, you know we have fair trade agreements pending - you know

right now in Congress that we were negotiated in 2007 with Columbia, and Panama, and South
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Korea. LastweektheEUwentforwardwithitsfairu'ade.aéxeementv'vithSouthKorea.anﬂtheit
going to get a jump on that market. We still have time. We could still do it We have to make
sure that we have those markets for our goods to be exported. The United States is still the
leading manufacturing company in the world. Over the past few wmwe’vew-om
exports to China over 300%. So we want to make sure that we do have fair trade agreements in
place 30 that we have markets for the goods that we are manufactoring, but at the same time I
thinik titat the way duet wa're gping to coste jobs heee in our country amd help balanpe ewr
ecanomy and get it back on track is to make sure that our tazes here in this country em
carporations are fair. "i‘hanheycompete. witht.heglobalmnd:ctplace. The average corporate
‘tax rate around the world is 18%. Here in the United Statés it's 35%. Our eneigy costs are - R
higher, our labor costs are higher. We are not creating the right environment here to manufacture
thoscgoods So until we create the environment here to grow our businesses and to strengthen
our economy we’re not going to have that same kind of balance because we’re not gomgto have
the products to export. And we have to have the markets to export them to. I agree that we
should have a currericy in Chima that does fluctuate better than it is now. It’s been tied to US
currenay I think for ton long. About sixty other countries tie their cuzrency to the United States
as well, In ordx tu ereate this balamoe of trade - clear indicatinn is o inport tay muny mmme
mnducmwdh:ymmepmducuthantheﬂlﬁmgdo. So I do think we need to create trose
markets, making sure that we don't have protectionist policies in place because that is just not
the way to grow our economy. Let’s incentivize our businesses here, but let’s make sure that our
trade agreements are in place. Mr. Blumenthal, I just would like to ask you one question, too.
When youtalkabéutour jobs that are overseas and companies who outsource - in fact, I believe

that you have invested holdings in companies that operate in China and in India, and just prior to
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getting into this election you divested yourself of holdings that you had in companies that were
in the Cayman Islands. : |
Blumenthal: I can tell you whatever investments I have overseas pale in comparison to
the example that you set by outsourcing, in effect, outsourcing jobs, by buying merchandise
overseas through WWE. Andluﬁujustaddmmigisusedmuchbmad&menjmuhemo
candidates here. We’remlkinga‘bout.thefumeofourewnomyandourdemocrwy. We need to
stand sireng for fairer trade policies. We need to fight currency remipulation by China ;hnt
dﬁdvmgaommfmhmamdweuudnlhhedsmsmwho,wﬂl

unequivocally, clearly, without any hesitations say, lets fight cumrency manipulation by China,

™ feis fight Tor fafrer trade policies, lets take 4 ithnd and Fight for the people of Cotinecticit’

Neiburg: Mark, letsgettlnsbackontracknow. your question for Mrs. McMahon.

Mark: You're right Ann, they do make a lovely couple.

[Laugher]

Neiburg: Lets get this back on track, shall we!

[Laughter]

Mark: We got a lot of emails and a lot of voicemails as I mentioned from people, so
ma&bewecanbtingthis back to some, something that people who have asked us to ask about,
will hear about. This is an email foorn a women wha identifiss hasself as Gnmdma New Have
Mrs. MMm how can you possible defend tht.z total and disguating degradation of women on
World Wrestling? You seemed to have amassed a fortune in a very sleazy business?

Neiburg: Shh....please.

McMahon:  Well I only, let me just say that I am incredibly proud of the company that
I've helped build from the ground up. A company that over the last two to three decades has
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evolved from just a raveling road show to a corporate citizen that it is today. Traded in on the
New York Stock Exchange on the symbol WWE, and seen around the world. The programming
and content of WWE, as has the company, has evolved from TV 14 to TV PG as is rated by the
network, sowhichitplaysandlamveryhappyandmuchmorecontentedtodayv.vimthecontent
that is part of WWE"'s soap opera. I think there were times when we first pushed the envelope,
butlamve:ypmudofthecmnpmytbatwdayisinvolvedinmlikeSmacchwnYour
Vote, gutting young pq;le out to register e to vote, Progmms with Specitl Glympics, with
Make A Wish Foundation, dnd also, with the Make A Wish Foundation WWE was grunted its

highest award and also the tribute to the troops, the entertaining of the men and women who are

" setving in Afghanistan and Traq. "And thaf is a Comipiny thai 1 am fncredibly proud oF &

company that employs almost 600 people here in Connecticut. It is a company that will continue
to grow and to prosper and we will move forward to grow and create jobs here and continue to
contribute to the eeonomy here in Connecticut. Because the men and women who dre here, love
being in this state a5 I do and our company has remained in this state throughout the years and
will.continue to grow and add to the economy here.

Neiburg:  Mr. Blumenthal. .

Bhnmenthal: 'I‘hr&sghout my 20 year uareer, I have fought to protect children from
abuse and neglect from dangers of marketing of sex and violence, whether it’s on the internet or
other places and I've made a record of fighting to safeguard children from dgngers of addiction,

for example, to tobacco. People of Connecticut have to ask whose side each of these candidates

has been on. My opponent has not only marketed sex and violence to children but she actually

paid hundreds of millions of dollars to lobby in Washington against penalties for sex and

violence marketing to children. She also paid millions of dollars to help her navigate a steroid
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investigation by congress and she lobbied state legislatures to stop steroid and drug testing
requirements on her business. As much as the content is how she has treated the people who
mmehMMMmSMRMmmwmuMmmMmmmMmuhMmmmamMMm'
TMmemmmemmmMMmmuﬂ&@hmmmeﬁMmkmM&wamd
mwmmemwmmmmmﬂmammthWMaMngmmWmem”&ﬂwe
contirzwres to refuse to gclmowledge the lonig-%erem health consequences of steroid nse despite
owsmibeindng scieniific evidmae that it is a prsblem. So I stanid en my mobrd and § will
cantitue thtat record aof fighting for chitdren, bemng in their comer, whetharit’s sex offenders an
‘MySpace or FaceBaak or prostitntion ads on CraigsList or abuse and neglect in their homes,
domeéstic vioiénce. T will continiié to stand sivong for the peoplé of Contiecticif afd try 16~~~
protect our children. '

Neiburg: lmnﬁmuwmmmmMEMMwmmf

Davis: She doesn’t get a chance to rebut that?

Neiburé: - Give it back and forth, go ahead, I mean you’ve made, go ahead.

McMahon: WmﬁmmwmwwmmhlhthNmmMﬂhummL
mischaracterized things. Hundreds of miflions of dollurs, clearly not the case. One of the things
thatWWEhudoneovettheyam'istonnkesureﬂmtitspmgrammingisprol;erlymdmdasl
said I'm very ha;ipy we've moved fram TV 14 ta TV PG, which is secn by you imow millions ef
people m this country on a weekly basis and you know Mr. Blumenthal we do.havc the
opportunity of whether we go to th'e movie or watch a televislion set, we can always change the
channel or decide not to go to that particular movie. And I think it’s insulting to the millions of
people who watch WWE every week and are entertained by it to suggest that somehow it is less

then, uh, less then quality entertainment. In terms of making sure that WWE does have
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absolutely first class health insurance and benefits for over 500 employees that it has a complete
health and wellness policy for the men and women who do perform as independent contractors.
In fact those independent contractors make a l.ittleoverhalfa million dollars a year, and they
work about 3 days a week and they are totally covered for any injury in the ring so that’s just
wrong and [ guess it‘sjusttypicalthatyouneet_ltocontinuetotalkabthWqucause clearly
you don’t want to talk about job creation, tatk about the economy, talk about how raising taxes
on purtinas of peagle kete in our state will in facs take avary 12-1/2 billion dollers and send it to
Wnﬂxingtonfmtlu.mtospend. I want to keep that money beire at home. Idon’_l:wanttosend it
to Washi;ngm.
_ Blumenthal: You know... _
Neiburg:  I'm going to-have to interrupt, I'm sorry, Mark, your next questiog for Mr.

Blumenthal. . |

Davis: Mr. Blumenthal, you have spoken in opposition to'rate hike requests from the
healthcare industry recently here in Connecticut, but at the same time you favor the program
signed into law By President Obama earlier this year. How cea you logically criticize the
inanvance mduniry fer wanting to increase pasniiums when they ans fo;'w:l by lz:m f» incoease
coverages?

Blumenthal: And I kave consistently, as you know, opposed premium increases by the

insurance company that are completely unjustified. Last year a more then 30% rate increase

~ request by Anthem, for example, that was cut down after a public hearing where I cross-

examined, litera!ly myself, cross-examined the supposed executive responsible.

Davis: Interruption. .. Mr. Blumenthal, I'm talking about now. .
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. Blumenthal: And now I oppose this lamstroundofrateincreasesba;auseﬂleyareinno
way justified by the healthcare reform. qu's the objective evidence: they’ve asked for rate
increases in the range of 20-50%, a nonpartisan authoritative study by the Malman (sp?) Group
says that the cost increases, resulting from this healthcare reform, are less then 2%. Two other
health insurers Oxford and Connecticare asked for premium increases of less then 1%. We had
no oversight, sufficient scrutiny in our state, again and again and again. We have been slathered
premium increases becemse tite pnblica baen given nn notiee, no right to pasticipate, the rute
increases go into effast by defanit. If the insuranite commissioner doesn’t approve thein or rather
disapprove them, and one of the weaknesses in the healthcare reform effort which I would
correct, I suppoit thehea'lthcare Bill But Twould cottect the probleiis thdf riow exist ifi stite -
regulation and either require stronger, more effectiw;e protection for the public or make the
federal government responsible for protecting ﬁle public. Let me just say, I can’t believe that I
just heard Ms. McMahon brag about this wellness policy at WWE. She requires all wrestlers to .
sign a death clause that absolves WWE of all responsibility if wrestlers are killed in the ring and
if the company is at fault, albsolves her company of all responsibility. That wellnéss policy is not
working too well, there have been seven dead wrestlers since she started campugnmg for this
office md I would saggest that some other policy might be advisable.

Neiburg:  Mrs. McMahon:

MeMsahon:  Well inteceatingly, Mr. Blumenthal, an the healthcare reform bill, when
you talk about increasing, fighting for premium increases, etc. I think that gets to the very heart
of the issue but you don’t understand consequences that are imposed by regulation and new laws
that are passed. Clearly if you are adding people to the healthcare rules. If you are increasing

mandates on companies, if you are requiring that uh, that doctors aren’t going to be paid as much
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then therefore they’re going to be leaving the healthcare ruies. But if you are adding people to
the health rules and increasing mandates on healthcare companies, does it not stand to reason that
the premiums MMmupMM's ac!enrexampleofqotundetstandingimended
consequences on rules and regulations. That’s just a, it’s absolutely what happens when
someone whose spent a iifelong career in government goes to Washington to pass more taxes
and regulatioms ard they don’t understand the impact that it's goimg to have on business.

Bocause thers ure inuplicuitions, there are coamsiuunces of passing taxes and regulations when
you ara laokitig at what happant whem you increase taxas on small himigesees by amther aimost

4%, you’re gaing to take away their incentive to create johs and to grow. When yan look at

= "passiiig e healthicars mandare thar is going o move x uif a titfion dottarsof payment to— - -+~ - -

Medicar.e. that is going to hurt our seniors, you have to understand that consequence. When you
pass a healthcare bill that doesn’t address what it started to do, or what it was stated to do which
was bare the cost curve and it’s not doing that and we're already s;eing premiums increase and
double digits and it didn’t address tort reform or it didn’t address being able to buy insurance
across state lines or allowing small businesses w0 group together to buy insurance, those are
things that should have been addressed you know in the healthzare bill. ‘But I thirk we need to
Mmd what tize cunseguenoes are of paxsing menlatiers and you don’t, yen dou’t have that
clerity. Relative you know to WWE, there is absolutely a progran: in piece to help the man and
woman in WWE, these performers who Lwiﬁmeﬁpﬁmdmemmm of death is a very
 sad thing when that happens but those were no.t consequénces as a result of ring performance. So
Mr. Blumenthal, I would hope that when you go to Washington, you would understand
consequences and regulations that you are going to pass.

ﬁlumenthal: If I may respond, uh...

-77-




BA4303566

:
i?

14

"Neiburg: Actu;llly, can you hold it; because in the interest of time I want you.
candidates to look what you have left here. So I need to move on to Paul. You're next question
for... .

Blumenthal: I'm aware of the time and I have 3 minutes, if I may?

Neiburg: Sure.

Blumenthal: I want to say that I well understand the healthcare problem ini this col;tltry.
just as I welt understand how penple = lasting in this country, eccnnmically, without jobs,
struggling to atay in their homes. Wkat I see in the healthrare problem is the thourands of

people who come to my aifice after they’vn been denied healthcare coverage for medically

" ‘hecessary problems. Whether ifs cancer trealinent or ster cell Gperations of baby formula, amt— = ~—=—-
they come to me because the healthcare companies and managed care companies, the health

insurers have said to them you have a pre-existing condition o the doctor is out of network o

. the treatment is experimental. This healthcare reform bill makes sure that no child is denied

i:eaithcareeovemgewhensheis sickandthatnoworkerisdroppedfromhealthmecovefage

simply because he gets sick and no American family goes into bankruptcy because they can’t:

pay their medical bills and those abusive excuses 1ike pre-existing condititms are not expensive

 for the healthowre insurauce compenies to stbp and I will Fight to stop those kinds of abuses and

retzin the protectione ilus gnarantes that Amerianns are treatnd fairly by this haslthcane system.
Neiburg: Paul your question to Mrs. McMahon, please. Your question to Mrs.
McMahon, pleasé, shh, please. |
Paul: Legislation has stalled congress which seems to ask a simple thmg, it would

require organizations airing politica-l ads to disclose their donors and the amounts they paid. So
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far Republicans has blocked this legislation, shpuldn't citizens have the right to know who is
trying to influence their votes?

McMahon: Well it's my understanding relative to this particular bill that there are .
carve-outs, like unions don’t have to be disclosed if they are putting up an advertisesnent and
then they’re other special interest groups that don’t have to disclose and that’s my understanding
sowIdan't'ﬂxinkitisﬁlﬂdludosuuandldon'tﬁiinkthatoongressatthispoﬁuneedsto

" be ehoosing which ghoie hoo the right of fosedomt of speech as the Supraie Court hus

determiued. So I wnald certainly, I eartainly support the fact that thkre shanld mt be carve-ouis
therefore those disclosures and that we should move forward with the Suprems Conrt ruling

which 7s under the First Amendment that comparies O eoxporiﬁ fions would have the fighttopat — =~

those news advisements up and that’s the way we should move forward in this campaign. I've
funded my campmgn myself with money that I've eamed. Ihavc; not taken any special interests
or any PAC money, so my commerciais certainly, you know bare the disclaimer that I've
approved the message and I have paid for those commercials as I say with money that I've
earmned without any special interest money and I' ve done that becagse_ Idon’t want to be
beholden:ospaialmestswhenlyﬁwashmgm I don't uh, I don’t want to represent
anyone but the peeple of Coemectieut. 1 would lilee to be the veice for the psople of Cannecticut
a'nd I think that when you have accepted special interest magey, it e&tainly cao at the vegy, at

least sometimes taint your abjectivity. SoI'm véry pleaséd with money that I've zamed that I've

been able to fund my campaign.

Paul: Just to clarify, you would support, you would support. ..
Neiburg: Shh, please, please.

Paul: ... full disclosure if there are no exceptions? Is that your position?
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McMahon: Well I, you know, I think the Supreme Court ruling, you know is pretty

clear, that it is said that corparations of companies should be able to advertise you know on uh

" relative, should be able to advertise for candidates.

Taimmas teio o

Neiburg: Mr. Blumenthal.

Blumenthal: Yes, I support absolute, full discloure.. Very simply, I support the -
American public knowing what kinds of cotitributions are made, where they're going and hoov
they may mmalt from spawial interefis actanhily buxying pt.iwsr in Washington. One of the
prablems in Washington is that ith”t listening to ns. Ansl people rightfully are angry that
Washington ian’t listening and isn't acting to n:spond to our needs and part of the reason is that

thé special iiterests are geming big giveaways dint-sfiaciul breaky wm tix Tovptwites-amt they-are - -

buying them invisibly because of the lack of disclosure and the Citizens United case by the
United States Supreme Court is unleashing a deluge of special interests, money and the
American public has a right to know where it’s coming from. And I want to say about my own

situation, people of Connecticut lmow_ me and they kqow that no contribution of my campaign

~ has ever influenced whe I've done because I've stood up to those special interests. I have taken

on the utilities uzid the phemmweutical drug compenies and the big tobscco compenies und the
-enmgy interssts withoat hesitation and I haws sumd for the peopld of Connevtioat putting them
ﬁut,hpidh)gnccnmmhle coropanins that put profits bafare panple amd I will continne te do that
if I'm lucky encugh to be a United States Senator.

Neiburg: Just, just one second. Okay.

McMahon: I'm just confused Mr. Blumenthal as t0 why you, are then taking special

interests money to fund your campaign. When first said you wouldn’t, then you did, and now

— e m— oi'm
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even the National Democratic Party is coming in buying lots of commezcials for you to air in the

market place so I'm just a little bit confused about your not taking special interest money.

Blumenthal: Well, you kiow, Ms. McMahon.

Neiburg: Please, please.

Blumenthal: You know the people of Connecticut know me and they have taken the
measure, they’ve taken the measure of my character over 20 years in the fights that I've fought
and waon, the msults that I've gotter amxl the battles that I've tiken on for their interesss. Antt
they know that I heve bull ray hife asd spent my life building the future of fanilies In

Connecticut while you have built your fortune putting profits first.

o= o Neiburg © Please, please. Tidies ind gentlemen, pléase; prease: 2 Alright; Py i ther - -

interest of time, Paul you get the last question and candidates you don't have much time left so
‘Paul you’rg going to address Mr. Blumenthal and you may not get the 3 minu'tes, Mr. |
Blumenthal, bear with us. Go ahead Paul. | |

Paul: Alright Mr. Blumenthal...

Neiburg: In fact you two got about a minute each, make it fast.

Paul: Uh, the President says global warming is too important an issue to give up on so
he plans to'lmep pnshiﬁg his energy agenda, m.ludmg ap: and tracee to redhece carbon emissions.
Will you be fighting with him on that issue? _

Blumenthal: We need a National Energy Policy and it has to cansist of cutting utility
costs, our electricity bills are way too high, creating green jobs which we can do for example as
we’ve done in our fuel cell industry and making out of state polluters pay for their contamination
of our air and water and rewarding our state for being relatively clean burning. Cdp and trade is

dead.itdiedinthelastCongress.letsbeclear,lsupportedthecapandtradecbnceptinaletter
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maimadvomingmaitbed:angedwmakei'tbe'nerforComeeﬁmtbuuopposea
National En&gy Tax and I believe that we need to move forward witix a National Energy Poli'cy
that creates green jobs here which we can do for example as the fuel cell energy corporation in
Torrington has done. Iam not in favor of a National Energy Tax, the attack by my opponent on
me is false, it’s been called misleading by the Hartford Courant andfbelieve that we can do

" better as a nation to hold polluters accountable and stop the kind of misguided excrgy project that

i!

- we abmost smwv ih te middie of Long Island, with Bruail Water.

Neiburg:  Mr. Blnnmenthal,

Blumenthal: My opponent doesn't know whether she would have fought Broad Water.
s By —

Blumenthal: Iam proud of having fought and won that fight.

Neibur-g: This is the final answer. Go ahead.

McMahon: Mr. Blumenthal I just want to go back for a moment when you talked
about the people of Connecticut know you. They, they know now that you have a difficult time
telling the truthi. They know that you had a hard time. ..

Neiburg: Please, please. Shhh, please, ladies and gentlemen, please.

Mcddisthon: They know that you did not teil the trutk on several occasions and then
after you apologized about Vietnnm, then you also did not tell the tmth in a cauple of ether
occasions relative to your, your status on your draﬂn.lmber'or the deferent. You then said that
you werenotgpingto(.‘algaryforafundmisetandpoint offact,youdiciandthulyou later
admitted that you were going to Calgary for a fundraiser. The invitation clearly showed it was a
trial lawyer fundraiser that you were being in and you would get a certain percentage of the, uh,
of the amounts that were raised for that night. So you do have a credibility issue, the people of
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Connecticut know you, but I think what they know now is that you have great difficulty in
always telling the truth.
Nelburg:  Thirty more seconds. Thirty more seconds Mr. Blumenthal.
Blumenthal: I will uh, I must say, I will not be lectured on straight talk. . .
McMshon: I'm not lecturing.
Neiburg: Please.
Blamenthal: From a women who has failed to, anyone who has been, has failed to be
straight with the people of Cannecticit on...

Neiburg: Alright Mr. Blumenthal I'm going to have to leave...

© T Bliumenthal: ~Thi 55iies of mifimum wage, Social SEtiity ind healtare.—— - ¢ <

Neiburg: In the interest of time, ladies and gentlemen, please, please, so we can, '
thank yt'>u. Alright closing statements, you each have two minutes. Mrs McMahon yc;u are first.

McMahon:  Well once again thank all of you for participating in our debate tonight.
Those of you who are here and those of you who are watching at home, I got into this race
because our economy is in shambles, people are out of work, families are hurting, nest eggs are
devastated and there aren’t enough people in Washingtont that know how to create jobs and I

wamwnnkesmmatﬂleAnmﬁcmdremish&eformygrmchIdmmdfbrmm

. generations to ceme. I'm a mother and a grandmother and a wife, I’vaslnuéglmlbuildinga

career while raising a family, and neither job was easy. I've known lean times and I'v known
prosperity, I've been the CEO in a tough business and I've made tough decisions. The choice in
this election on Noveg:ber 2 are absolutely clear. Mr. Blumenthal has been a lifelong politician
and in government all of his life. I'm a business women that's created over 500 jobs here in our

state. He wants to grow government, I want to grow the economy but ihey both can’t grow at the
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same time. He wants to raisé taxes, T want to keep taxes low but keep the money in the hands of
our families in Connecticut and business that do create jobs, but we have to change the direction
thatourgovemnwﬁtistakingourcountry. We absolutely must incentivize small businesses so
that jobs will grow in the private sector. And I've spmdl':hepastyearlraveling around our state,
talking to many of you almost en a daily basis and I have leamned that there are many of you who
are hurting and a8 a Senator I want that young mother with twu children who was widowed as a
result of that Afghardstan war aud fighting fir her Benefits. I veat the venman fightins red tape
and I want tks teachers struggling for itmovotion th krow that they have a champian and for our

seniors to know that they will be pratected. This is the greatest country on earth, the opportunity

..ﬁ-é;e' abo o - we"ust have to w.ﬁie.ﬁu_._. -"ﬁa'fv"e"é'ﬁi': et mmmma mms & o et et s cme et e me me v e mm sem cmm

Neiburg: Thank you, thank you very much, Mrs. McMahon. Mr. Blmnenthal. two
minutes please, please. Ladies and gentlemen please, Mr. Blumenthal two minutes.

Blumenthal: Thank you and thank you again to everyone who has participated tonight.

“This election like all elections is about the future and it offers a clear choice. My opponent has

sald thatshcis.differentands.he is different from mre. I am proud of having devoted my life to
helping poople trough public seevice. I um proud of having helped Kathy Platt when her
businwss at Aldermann Motors was about to he shut down by General Motors ind we saved those
jous. I'm proud to knve stood with Billy Clark when his jobs imd hundreds efQﬂQr johs at Pratt
& Whitney were gomg to be shipped abroad or .endcd, illegally and we stoad side-by-side and
I'm proud of having stood with Laura Austin when her insurer was going to stop providing the
baby formula that she needed. I am proud of standing strong and helping people, not putting

profits before people and I think the question for the people of Connecticut will be if my
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oppomnthastreatedthe?eoplewhoworkforherthew.ay she has, how will she treat the people
who vote for her? Iam proud...

Neiburg: Shh...please.

BluMd: I am proud of having fought for the people of Connecticut and you don't
need to simply listen to me, look at my record of action. If I were United States Senator, I would
have opposed the bafloat because it did too much for Wall Street and not enough for those snﬁll
businesses tiat n:ally pead halp, I would oppse the loopheles ir:bur taxation lavs thee
encourages jobs to §o oversess. I would stand for a middle ctass tax cut now in fairncss and alse
because it’s the right thing for aur economy. Again and again and again, I have stood for the

T peple of Connecticit. Thiey can count on e; you can Goiint an 6o bé in your Gorer and o
fight for you.

Neiburgg  Mr. Blumenthal, thank you very much and Mrs. McMshon, thank you
very.much.

Neiburg: Shh...Alright, in the interest of time on behalf of the League of Women
Voters, to our panelists, to our candidates, 1 am Ann Neiburg, thank you for letting us be here
with you tonight and thank you for making this a most interesting night. Good night.

THE END |
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ageNIT ANy Stdempt to muzzie oF traivple ks First Amerxiiint rights. Our
fansy empleywes and perf...

tld:ntgr!o '.'Dlﬂat.- D.‘i;m- -h C-mmt MM‘M IlI-

StaMwanEmmmMWWEwnmsmdFm
Magazine's 200 Best Small Campanies in 2008 and 2009? Find cut meay otker
great facts about WWE as mou Stand Upme(l‘ and help aet the recscd
straight.

" SBndUpforWWE> Did You Know?
(L A . .
pr Al WWE programming ks rabed PG. WWE hes been publicly traded sihca

199% Mnummmwmnm WIVE waadaasts
In 30 binguages to nore than 145 countrias.

{‘ctql:n"o mo-u iﬁpm H- Camzant - MW‘\!I.) 9-
mmwmmnmmmuwmmmmnm
at WWE and the WWE Unhame. Stand bip Far WWE and heim fight back against
these claims! Visit hitp://StandlipForWWE.com/ today to find out what you can
do to show your WWE pride!

Stand Up for WWE: Setting Tire Resond Swajght
WY, Wwe.com

vriwsy L

oct«nf_ .b'k_m ﬂe_cﬂ-t_’——m'ﬂiﬂ"ﬁ—_"‘—"“ e R E e =R -
mwnrwwaw«uwmmmmcmamoum
Vince McMahon thanks you, the WWE Universe that's proud to * Stand Up For
WWE." And he's standing up for you too, answering the outpoux of responses
sent by you via Facebook, Twitter and YouTube. Watch The Chairman's
message below.
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conpany..has been ariticized for viclent and sexualy suggestive
Peter Wallsion — 'S0 Wel St Juzrmal - Jily 2, 1019 ... Nuth: §7 peroen
of wwamumuefam-,(iuum-dw-nnh
the Ugitiel Yates @it watth WOE...

(tober 2, 2010 3t 12:013m* Like  Comment * View Feedback (508) - Share

o e o = f itmgm # e Sr merieg ef e e ags s nmmemim P e W RN we ) = TR e e g

Stand Up For WWE Know wha's standing up for WWE? Bis proud

. GMMHMIMMMI.QWMMaMdWWW
for more than 10 years. Hear what they have in say and why they Stand Up Far
WWE.

WWE on YouTube: Employees Stand Up for the WWE
www.youtube.com .

Know who's semuysy up fir WV Its aoyeus,
including the mess than 110 who have been a part of the

cobes 19, znmm::zm UUke * Coroment mmm Share

snwwmmc*brliesofllm Indudngnramn\en,kwel,
Florence Henderson and Ryan Phillippe - have felt the WWE experience
firsthand, Watch what they have to say about the power of WWE.

"I don't Bke & whan things le this eve denigraind. (WWE] & Guo.
And Cmteling you, trere's  rite of passage, you can see &
between those fathers and sons in the crowd. 1 dig that whola
feeing.” - Deans Mils'

Gerober 19, 2010 ut 12:53pn* Like CU-THHI'MW("") Sherre

mmwmmmmmm vmwmo
S E A IR - L me e _,_ianm = .W\_\lis_wﬂ\g@v_mm&ﬁ__muﬂ__ et . e .
USA alone, witit nwore then 300 Live Iventy woridgMlie eacit yaar. WWE IS 3

GLOBAL phenomenon! Click LIKE if you've attended 3 WWE Live Event in the past
mmtithnp-umlylaghl "
See Mare

11p4A3303530

WWE on YouRubes & spora gk a\ WIS -- g yisinl
[ ]

. Broadcast in mmmwﬁuhn

fonguages, WWE i watched by more than 14.4 milfion people
. each week in the USA abne, with more than 310 Live Eveols
R workiwide each year. WWE IS a GLOBAL ghenomeion!

Qrlotrer 18, 2010 &t B:43m * Like - Commeent * Visw Feadback (905) * Share

Stand Up For WWE The official Stamsl e For WWH Tllsher petitian bs e ..
mmlln.ummmmm1mawr«wwemmu
biased attacks!

: mmfmnmmwmrumwmnm
[ come ursier unfelr and biased attack from certain poltichins and media
outkxs. WWE witeomesl Rprtonl Bscomsoiys thet hase been repcabell
el tha conpany during this election season. “The nearly 600 ful-time
WWE enplyees,...

(.‘dnberl.&.?l!l(lal.-.ﬂwn Ik Comment mm(m Share

cved A omimre W . . - -

snnuwnrwsm\dm,lwlnmmhwwemmm
WWE Chalrman/CEQ Vince McMahon... Stand Up For WWE!

Viinzs McHslvin midvpstdy Ve OWE toivase

Qctaober 1§, 2010 at 2:2om* lh Commant vummtu) SW!

ﬂund Up h'WEWWE&tR E.A.I. Rﬁfs WraﬂeMarla Raadlng

Challenge Is lndenu’v, encouraging children in Grades 5-12 to read their way
to WWE WrestieMania XXVII! Visk hitp://WrestiemaniaReadingChallenge.com/
today for signup details!

WWE In Your Comner: Take the WrestieMania Reading
Challenge

B4 WWE In Your Comer: Take the WrestlaMania Reading Chalenge

Gceoher 18, 2010 at 2:19ani Uke * Comment * View Feadback (1Y) * Stare

www.facebook.com/StandUpFotWWE- - aaz . - .- ) - - et e AL SEIRIT OB | ..
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&MWNWEMMSHMWHWENMW o

NAN Stand Up For WWE (StandUpForWWE) on Twitter

twitter.com

The official Twitter account for Stand Up For WWE « Show your support for
WWE Inside and cutside the tingt

Ciaber 15, 2030 at §: 201 Uks * Comment - View Feedback (126) - Share
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Stand Up For WWE

WWE Legal Notice

mmmmm,m-mmmwmum
resulting from the Warkd Wrestiing Bntertainment, smwmmm
including the sutexial contaland I this web site, are protacied under

Odober'ls lmnat'i 15pm - Uke * Comyrent * mmam Iin

mmnawm
Stand Up For WWE edRed their Webske, Company Overview and Mission,
Stand Up For WWE changed their Founded.
Stand Up FRor WIWE jeined Facebonlt.

Facebook © 2011 * Englsh (US)

About * Advertising - Developers * Careers * Privacy * Terms * Hep

| owmean

www.fambook.cmnlStandUpEerMMEem-lm- e Tt . e B e BB ISR -
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. Tonightat #MashsbleAwards at #CES: ‘@StandUpForWWE is finalist for "Most Creative Social
. Media Campaign” of 20101 #WWE I:40 PMJan6th T T oo oo oo

Stand Up For WWE (Twitter)

Congratulations to the WWE Universe!! Stand Up For WWE won the "Most Creative Social
Media Campaigu"” awand at the... http:/fle e/RBHQLAGT 1£i:54 PM Jan 6th

Thank you to each and every one of thie'@ WWEUniverse that voted for us in the
#MashableAwgrds! We greatly appreciate it!! #WWE 9:41 PM lan 6th

CONGRATS @StandUpForWWE for winning Most Creative Social Media Campaign for
2010!!! #WWE #MashableAwards 9:40 PM Jan 6®

Tonight at International CES in Las Vegas, Stand Up For WWE is a finalist for the "Most
Creative Social Media... hitp://fb.me/yboB6DXyv 2:30 PM Jan 6th

Watch the #MasableAwards LIVE at 10 PM ET on hitp://Mashable.oom to oot for @JohnCena
& @WWE! FB RSVP: hitpi/wweme/3zBZ3 #CES 1:45 PM Jan 6th

Happy New Year @ WWEUniverse!! Have a great 2011!! #WWE 9:00 PM Dec 315t, 2010

Thanks to all of you who voted for @ WWE, @JohnCena & @StandUpForWWE in the 2010
#MashableAwards. Winners are aanawraned Jam. § at #CKS 9:12 AM Dec 16th, 2010

Vote for @StandUpFoarWWE as Most Creativs Social Media Campaign of 2010 at
#MashableAwards! Vote: httn://qw.1y/30GHi 6:54 PM Dec 13th, 2010

Thank you WWE Universe for "Standing Up” for WWE:! Click here to nominate Stand Up For

-WWE as Best Social Media... http:/Tb.me/MjSkliSga 8:44 PM Nov 16th 2010

WWE.com VIDEO: Help John Cena grant wishes with Delta and the Make-A-Wish Foundation
htty://ow.1y/38P50 10:37 AdM Nov 12th, 2010

VIDEO: The WWE Road Crew talks about life on the road and traveling around the world.
http://ow.1y{33AfU 1:53 AM Nov 3rd, 2010

The WWE Road Crew talks about life on the road and traveling around the world. For more info,

visit... http://fb. me/KBfxsfgH 1:39 AM Nov 3rd, 2010

VIDEO: WWE's 3rd-generation Superstars discuss growing up with WWE. Mﬂﬁm
#StandUpForWWE 7:54 PM Nov 2nd, 2010

VIDEO: The WWE Road Crew Stands Up For WWE http://ow.ly/33ulg #StandUpForW yyg
7:53 PM Nov 2nd, 2010
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The WWE Road Crew talks about their family bond. For more, visit

http://StandUpForWWE.cosv or follow us on Twitten... http://fb.me/K1iYjRT9 7: 37 PM Nov
2nd, 2010

" WWE's 3rd Generation Superstars talk about growing up in the WWE family. For more, visit

http://StandUpFor WWE.com.. hitp://fh.me/HiiHok35) 7:24 PM Nov 2nd, 2010

Help nominate @StandUpForWWE as "Must Creative Social Media Campaign" at 4th Annual
@Mashable Awards! Click here: hitp-/fow.1y/32XDo #WWE 12:51 AM Nov 2nd, 2010

We've heard your voices on YouTube, WWE Universe! Now, we feature you Standing Up For
WWE! For more, visit... http://fb.me/KEAEfRv6 10:35 PM Nov 1st, 2010

VIDEO: Kids of all ages Stand UJp for WWE jgitp://ow. 11132Qx 2 #StandUpFgrWWE 5:54 PM

Nov 1st, 2010

WWE employees' children explain why their dads have the greatest job in the world. For lilore,

vmt. ungbeMMmum 5 41 PM Nov lst, 2010

“This is clearly heavy-handed bullying from big government and would appear to be desperate
political activity in... http:/fb.me/NBFPSSIR 5:06 PM Nov 1st, 2010

U.S. Dpt. of huticn threateess WWE onm eve of elections. M#ﬁOlO#ﬂ‘t% )
PM Nov 1st, 2010

The WWE. Universe goes crazy for Fan Appreciation Day Oct. 30 in Hartford, Conn.
http://fb.me/MULiXUMA Sunday, October 31, 2010.7:31:55 PM

WWE Chairman and CEO Vince McMahon thanks the WWE Universe and delivers a special

message at "Fan Appreciation... htp://fb.me/GYbAxaOF Sunday. October 31, 2010 4:23:52 PM -

VIDEO: WWE Chairman & CEO Vince McMahon has a special message for the WWE

Universo at Fan Appreciation Day. hitp://ow.ly/3230p #WWEFan Saturday, October 30, 2010

WWE Chairman and CEO Viace MaMahon delivers a message to the WWE Universe at "Fan
Appreciation Day” at the XL.... http://fb.me/yhWx2Zit Saturday, October 30, 2010 11:00:38 PM

VIDEO: Children of WWE employees Stand Up For WWE! http://ow.ly/31K1S
#StandUpForWWE Friday, October 29, 2010 6:08:08 PM

Children of WWE employees Stand Up for WWE. For more information, visit

http://StandUpForWWE.con/ or follow us on... http:/fb.me/IOfWbXYf Friday, October 29
2010 5:53:59 PM
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VIDEO: WWE Superstars and Divas describe how it feels to make a positive impact worldwide.
http://fb.me/x Y3FwqKE #StandUpFor'WWE Friday, Octobex 29, 2010 3:18:28 PM

WWE Superstars and Divas describe how it feels to make a positive impact worldwide. For more
information, visit... http:/fb.me{xY3FwyKE Friday, October 29, 2010 3:07:43 PM

rkEs :
WWE will be giving away merchandise near select CT poll locations on Election Day, this
Tuesday, Nov. 2. Details: hitp://ow.1y/316Z0 Thursday, October 28, 2010 4:33:37 PM

To celebrate the victory of restoring voters’ right to wear WWE clothing at the polls, WWE will
be giving away WWE... http://fb. meAl 4XuhFrk Thursday, October 28, 2010 4:24:24 PM

VIDEO: Superstars and Divas describe the WWE family bosd. http://ow ly/30AvY
#StandUpForWWE Wednesday, October 27, 2010 8:50:42 PM

Supérstars and Divas describe the WWE family hond. For mare info, visit
http://StandUpForWWE .com/ or follow us on... Mﬁ Wednesday, October

27,2010 8:24:58 PM
“Rito sign: I am proud to @ StndUpForWWE aiid defend @ WWE from unfat & biased- — - - —— —~— ——

attacks! mmmg#wwswmmday October 27, 2010 8:03:01 PM

VIDEO: Employces discuss the posiiiw impact WWE has had on their lives: http://ow.ly/3022P
#StsxdUpForWWE Wednesday, October 27, 2010 8:02:28 PM

Employees discuss the panitive impact WWE has had on thelr lives. Far more iafa, visit

hitp://SiandUpForWWE.com or... http://th. me/MVKFr190 Wednesday, Octobér 27, 2010
7:46:37 PM

And now, a message from the greatest Intercontinental Champion of All Time!! The Honky

Tonk Man will Stand Up For... http://fb.me/Ic9awpMe Wednesday, October 27, 2010 4:37:10
PM ) :

WWE makes Connecticut Seorstary of Staie bati dows, lifts WWE clothing restrictixns at polls:
http://low.1y/2ZVZy #StandUpFor WWE Tuesday, Octaber 26, 2010 8:02:08 PM

I am pleased that Connecticut voters have had their freedoin of expression and their right to vote
restoned,” said... http://fb.me/ML2GOQFYA Tuesday, Qctober 26, 2010 7:58:37 PM

WWE.com NEWS: Connecticut Secretary of State sued for censorship and discrimination
hitp://ow.ly/27PJ5 #CT #StandUpFor WWE Tuesday, October 26, 2010 4:18:09 PM

Vince McMahon, WWE Chairman and CEO: “On behalf of miyself, my compary, WWE fams

and uny Coaqnecticut citizen who... http:/fb. me/E2CEDHWZ Tuesday, October 26, 2010 4:16:56

PM .

VIREO: WWE Chairman Viaoe MaMahon has another mrssage for tbe WWE Universe:
http://ow.ly2ZONV #StandUpForWWE Tuesday, October 26, 2010 3:51:31 PM
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Vince McMahon has another message for the WWE Universe. Formoremfonnahon,vmt
WMW'MM&M_W October 26, 2010 3:42:28

VIDEO: WWE Superstars and Divas Stand Up For WWE: heip://ow.|y/27]Sg
#StandUpForWWE Tuesday, October 26, 2010 1:50:58 PM

John Cena axd his fellow WWE Superstars and Divas “Stand Up for WWE"
http://fb. me/CywvafKr Tuesday, October 26, 2010 1:46:01 PM :

Alse, Thank you te @EveMarieTorres, @EzsXielwwe, & @TheCurtHawkins for signing our
#StandUpForWWE petition at http://act.ly/2ig! Saturday, October 23, 2010 12:33:11 AM

Thanks ©@RealMatign, @JerryLawler, @ ThaBethPhoeniz, @JarryLawler, @ WWEGolduat for
signing our #StandUpForWWE petition at hitp://act Iy/2ig! Saturday, October 23, 2010 12:30:07 -
AM -

. http://ow.1y/2Y6bn #StandUpForWWE #CT Friday, October 22, 2010 9:34:57 PM via HootSuite

WWE Chairman & CEO Vince McMahon defends the WWE Universe's right to vote. “Denymg
our fwns the right to vate,... hitp://fb. ne/JFK40fjV Friday, October 22, 2010 9:30:39 PM via
Facebook

WWE.com NEWS: State Of Connecticut Threatens WWE Fans' Right To Vote:
http://ow.Iv/2Y3R0 #StandUpForWWE #CT Friday, October 22, 2010 7:01:38 PM via
HootSuite

“Denying cur fans the right to vote, demrying them their First Amendment rights, regardless if
they are Demoerat,... http://fb.me/KuVfeBst Friday, October 22, 2010 6:57:05 PM via Facebook

VIDEO: WWE employees discuss the company's commitment to its staff hngzilow.lylZYZs
#StandUpForWWE Friday, October 22, 2010 5:54:04 PM via HootSuite -

"The way (WWE) is portrayed is 180 degrees from what the company'is and what it does. Its
commitment ta the... http://fb.me/Kudsx9Qu Friday, Octaber 22, 2010 5:37:19 PM

People from all slx connnents have signed the @StandUpForWWE petition!

y://act.ly/ ... Sign here: http://act |y/2ig Thursday, October 21, 2010
12 :46:19 AM '

VIDEO: WWE Chairman Vince McMahon thanks the WWE Universe for Standing Up for

WWE! M@m_wmxomzo 2019 9:15:51 PM -
vnaﬂgﬁm
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World Wrestling Entertainment CEO and Chairman Vince McMahon thanks you, the WWE

Univesse that's proud to “Stand... hitp:/fb.me/yTTtriGZ Weainesday, October 20, 2010 9:10:36
PM :

If you @StandUpForWWE, plz support WWE's SmackDown Your Vote (@ WWEVote) efforts
and the WrestleMsnia Rexding Challenge (@ WWERe2ds) Wednesday: October 20, 2010
6:47:49 PM via _gg_gm

Secretary of State and former Senator Hillary Clinton addresses the WWE Universe
http://fb.me/TK7GIIXA Wednesday, October 20, 2010 6:08:13 PM via Facebook

Senator John McCain addresses tlhit WWE Universe _t;cp___m__dy_L_MgQ_ Wednesday,
October 20, 2010 6:05:25 PM via Facebook

- WWE defends the @StamilgFor WWE canipaign from more false allegations

gg flow.1y/2W] ah Wednesday, October 20, 2010 5:09:02 PM via HootSuite

From Chairman/CEO Vmee McMshon: "WWE will fervently fight against any attempt to
Y.

via Facebook

Stand Up for WWE: Celebrities discuss experiencing the powsr of WWE :
http://fb.me/sXP3zFFm Wednesday, October 20, 2010 3:46:15 PM via Facebook

A Special Look at WWE: A Global Phumomanon http:/ffb.me/Ki8sX 1h€C Wedmeday, October
20, 2010 3:09:23 PM via Faceboak

Employees Stand Up for the WWE mmbﬂlz__g@_ Wednesday, October 20, 2010
2:52:54 PM via Facebook

WWE Chairman Vince McMahon addresses the WWE Universe hi gm //fb.me/JIfBDsmGN
Wednesday, October 20, 2010 2:51:22 PM via Facebook

Thanks Glamazon! RT @thebethphoenix: RT @ WWE: I am proud to @Stamlup&rWWE and
dofest @ WWE from unfair etaahks! hitp://act1y/2ig #WWE Wednzsday, Octokex 20, 2010
2:35:35 PM via HootSuite

WWE Universe, How are you "Standing Up" For WWE? Twett to tell us! #StandUpForWWE
Wednesday, October 20, 2010 2:34:07 PM via HootSyite :

The @StandUpForWWE Twitter petition is the most-signed petition in @ Actly hxstory' Thank
you! Sign it here: http://act. lgmg #WWE Wednesday, October 20, 2010 2:29:24 PM via
HootSuite

-91-
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Share your @StandUpForWWE message with the @ WWEUniverse now on our Facebook Wall
at http:/Facebook.com/StandUpForWWE Wednesday, October 20, 2010 1:59:11 PM via
HootSuite :

Did yoﬁ know that WWE was named as one of Forbes Magazine's 200 Best Small Companies in
20808 and 2009? Find out... http:/fb.me/KIRg4685 Wednesday, October 20,2010 1:36:29 PM via
Facebook '

Many unfair and biased accusations have been directed at WWE and the WWE Universe. Stand
Up For WWE and help fight... http://fb.me/Kz8hTxRE Wednesday, October 20, 2010 12:01:48
AM

Many famous personalities have been part of the WWE family. Listen to some of their lasting
impressions from their... hitp:/fb.me/CyW1XSjW Tuesday, October 19, 2010 12:34:24 PM

The official Stand Up Far WWE, Twitter petition is live ... Visit http:/act Jy/2ig to sign it and
"Stand Up For... http://fb.me/KxgXuWzZ 1:51 PM Oct 18th, 2010

““‘—"""‘W‘ﬁaspeaﬁﬁammeﬁﬁ'ﬁﬁﬁmﬁﬁmmmr T s e e e

@StandUpForWWE: hitp://t.co/mINUOGy #WWE 1:42 PM Oct 18th, 2010
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Exhibit G

“Setting the Record Straight” site
on WWE.com
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Setting The Record Straight

Widitten: October 18, 2010

Accusation:

“...liz reguintion as & business thet turned a bilnd eye
o sterald uze and athar acthdiias by s reatiens tiat
sema oritise aay bave aanfrituriod to the dealhs of &
high sumber of tham.”

Editortal -MM!W-MA
2010

in virtually all inetances, WWE is being blemed for
o Jeaths of performers who were no longer
affiinted with WNE lo anyasy st the ime eof thelr
dasdhs. ’
Sinca the fametion ofthacompany in 1802, fve
wresters have passed awaywhile under confract
with WWE. According to coroner reporis, one
Individusi did bysocidnt, ors by sUREs snd thres
bynaturil ozurss, tpusBLE wswiSecur=iz Nash
divenws.

The TamntWdingss Fangarm, filsiunden by WHlE,
calis ©r mgy i smuliavaasier tonilng and
manitesing, ImPACT™ fasting for brain function,
annual phmicals, madicel referrals sad Sioed

v -ra.—-..—_-s;mmmm. i et T et 4 e arme am m e o BE e o i :

tasting.

WWE's Talant Weiinass Policy sticlly prohitiva the
use of sruivlic stavokis avd puilyrmance
enhancing saigs, nmsking mgeite, 913 nDuww ol
prosciiption medications, and the use, possession
andief distritstion aikingnl srugs.

WAE.oflars ssret and Inaner iient who noyr ksva
subsiriss sbuas prabjyta canpletsdurg
rehabfitafion atno c=stta tham. VWAE [s the only
eniortsinmant company that preafddes this type of
assistance and ongaing suppont ® its former
performers.

Accusafion:

“In 2008, the yesr that WWE raceived all §9.8 milion.In
film tax credils, the company lald off aniout 10 percent
of Rs global workfores, or about 88 workere.”

Eric Garshon - Hertord Courant- 0Ot 1, 2010

Tha eompuns particigirion in .U Riersiit pregram
wittah (s dusigned © geow S 1m aivd SRiNSion
Ivuswy i Casirwetionh

WWIL il mvery 6 publizemnpany has a dulyto
Its sharehoiders to taks advantage of approved tax
credits, just like othar movie and talsnision
prodesem baarid ia AT auelh as ERFNANC el
GERINSC.

The @axamdils thet ke hagn property taken by
WWE hae heiped a sempary add sppraimataly
60 employess, retumning WWE t workforce lewels
@isfing prior ©© the workfores redisction in January
2009.

WIS pas out'T90 million in anrum sdiaries for
ampioyses based in Connecticut

In 2011, WAE plany (e add acilliensi e éx
& WINE cnlile natwark, which whan up sad naming
is projaciad t add anothar 140 joks in CT.
Milliane of doliars are paid te the state of
Connaclicut in a varlety of tams by WWE, our
empioyses (personal income tax, resl estste taxes,

wwe.com/.. /sitingtheressrdstraight

WWE iInside WWE > Stand Up for W...
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1/27/2011 - WWE Inside WWE > Stand Up for W...
sales tamps, ofc.) and the company aiso empioys
looml 1=ndexs =nd service grovssrs N stso v
up peying tmes B9 sue.

Accusation:

“_.2n campany had, In fact, retained lobbylats to

repradant the company’s infaresie ressrding fadarel

regiiation of atercks, resirictions on adull-ariested

programening and a host of other lssuse.”

Daniela Aimar — The Hartord Couranfs caph"(m .
Blog -~ Oct 8,2010 L ’ ﬁi

= Jobbylats heipad McManhon ‘duck taxes.™
Matthew Kaufiman — The Hertrd Courant— Oct. 15,
2010

VWWE has newer spentane penny lobbying anybody
regsrding the fadersl regulation of steroids. WWE
did inour legs! fees associsted with responding to
. requests R inturmation from Sorgressiond
commALzus on NI =g Nty pelifies a4 In
combmelion Wik WASE mmanesil ey spyemsing
befwre Sanmrasiniial s hifins b s
Sinne WIAE's izonplian I 1908, WAME han sposts
nominal amgint af mansy oa gavemrment (alaioss
for an enfartalnmont compeny of WWE's
T — -ﬂ:aﬁm%—%—m TWdD e i e " m — — — — A T et L B T L - F i SO JUL B S
: movie and music industry has
nss.m.mmmmmm& VWE.
total spend amounts to less Otan three-tanths of
one percent of thit mnownt Suring s enfvo 28
youm in axistanee.
The overwheiming majely withe comesemy's
gomsamonimisiens segwatihens farnaud en e .
' comgany's Smanskimen Yeur Vialial iniffathe i T ) : o
Amad Sendens imabmment with the company.
WWE peys gross admiasions tawes on Uchetaales
similsr o concerls ar ather Bve enterlainmant
ovanrs In stuls Grat WIWE s ndtrogulaind.
vt Accusstion:
€. the fact that T marchandise nold by the WWEs '
menufacturedin Chim.” - 7
Tod Mann - Thd NewLondon Day - Oct 5, 2010

Truthe

WWE's mastar Dy icenses is Mattel; who
manufaciures afl of WWE's fos.
Apprasimatsly 90 to 85 percent of all ‘oys purchased
in the U.S. sre manufactured sbrewd.
WAE does not manufaciure any merchandise. s
Hoanaing pastnen do.
WAEE is gt eneslmunTuon pany with
busimmepalieen; whe @ both US and
fmematonal heemd. TR o® paiinm. leam
empisysss all over the world
Contrury b tha ssasrfon that our Ncensing progmm
shifis jobs oversass, in realily, it crestes jobs here
in Connsclicutior employees invoived in product
flosnsing, SusXn sppruwdt, royefysccoonti~y and
the M=,

Accusstion:

“...the company...liss been criticized for viclent and

sexualy suggestive pregramming.”

Peter Wallsten = The Welf Stroet Journlf — July 2, 2010

Truth:

Al of WWE's programming has been TV-PGsince
June 2008,

wwe.com/ ../ settingtherecordstraight 2/4




1/27/2011

Friday Night SmacikDown, which made its network
debiitin 1689 Iis Siways buwn rated TVPG.

87 pevor ol VINE fins sufWWE sunibMB
Gppropami i mwies.

Ofthe 14 milion weeldyviewers in the United
Statas thet welch SONE pmgmenning, sbeeliiion
a0 vaman

_

“Putiing profits before people.”
Richerd Blumenthal Ads ~ 2010

Truthe

World Wresting Entertainment firat opaned its office
in 1683 with 13 employees. Today Remployees
apiimently 808 pooplp mad yiys SUMGO scliian
in anisdos far thase based lu Conneeficudalons,
WWE praides a comprahanaivahanafits packagn
10 all full-tme empiloyass including madical, dental,
Wision, 401 (k) and smployse atock purchase plans.
110 amplojyses Ntavs been with WWE for more Tiun
10 yours.

WA i 10 Supeveters aatl Bis cunwitly
under conimed o8 indoyumgum natAoN S,

Tha evem) aclive roster WWE Talenteams more
fthes 2856900 svwually, with WWMIE sowsing 100
pesnastof alf srals azaseioied with any kuying
related njuries and rehahilitafon.

443203581

106

el emipioyses in anticipation of the launch of the WWe

cable network.

VWANE has a lengsfaniling sammitneni to ghe back
.%o communites threugh Iiteracy programs, support
of i itwna und Sxir msiden, ar @l & wusp Sran )
yeur rslationship with the Make-A-Wish Foundation.

Accusation:

o, .the 0une Dewst REt: iR iy hes o1 Rictmmil..otme
businew: geatiens, pui:ulasivay <hanluing
perforttwm as bniagamdent auntaacters wivm e not
receive heatth benefits from WWE"

- Ed Stannard -~ New Maven Regisier~ Sept 5,2010

WWE eovarn 1648 pamwed nigll oents \misuninift
wtth any in-dng relsted injuries sod rehabliftation,
The Talent Wellonan Pmggm, fully hmdesl Sy WWE,
calis for reguisr cardiovsscular festing and
monitosing, imPACT™ tsaling for brain fumction,
annuel physicals, medical referrala and blood
' screaning of WWE Taleni, as well as substance
sboue aritl random drug wsting.
WWE ofi=s surremt = lrmer {libnt atvs mepine
sulsytemias sizsns crebinnn camplsis img
renahlitxtion ot an zeetts thas. WANR ia e ouly
enistainmae angeany el ganddes fhis tyse of
asalviencs and ongging supRert o its former
pefymoens.
WWE irveats nearly $3.5 million annuallyin the
taionis’ heslth and weliness progams.

Accusaling:

“The company also han bann accuned ef inaking the
other way as wrestiera, feeling pressured to maintain
the pumped-up bodiss shawcssed inthe WW.E,
tumed to sterolds.”

= RayHemandez & Jostua Biaetam — The New Yurk
Times~-Juily 15,2010 .
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1/27/2011 WWE: Inside WWE > Stand Up for W...
WWE's Talent Welinass Poticy strictly prohibits the )
ussrof simoids, e abuve oipresorgion
modizulons, pofinvrenus eri=oing Wegs =N
he U e, Puteusm andior SRmEnitas of Regal
dram,

VWWE's snfire substance sbuse and drug testing
potiawls indapandantly adminiciacnd by thind pacty
leading medical mpas.

The Talent Wellness Program is designed o resuit
In all WWE Talent being teated st & minimum four
fimes » Juar, but mayTesut in more frequent testing
due &5 the rendom selection process.

=Y

Assusation:

“Lack of athislic-board scrutiny also ensured that the
WWEs wrestisrs would not be subject fo drug testa.”
= Andy Bazr = Peilico ~ Ang. 10,2010

VWE I Wil reguladod in 21 states and the District
of Cotumbia, where rules and regulations can differ.
The companys Talant Walinass Program Is far
siridiss than ary sndisi e lug osing respthet by
the atelan.

Mumi §io Ringfing Bretanst Ginas and Har'lom
Ginhalmitsss, WAE i shwer aalaipiars out and
thamfor® abeuid not be under the purdew cfthe

Commissions. i
WWE paye gross admissions thxas on icketsales
simitar o denroarts or oliver five vt ent
oVl I MENIE Tt we are huk haguietow.

Accusation:

“The aligation againat WWEseem ti be crimilal in
nature...kneEuse AHNHeUSIs ot Indspundem
contrafhory are invesBLiNsd by thS Dipaitwem of
Labot and the Department of Revenus Services..”
Richard Blumenthal - Oct. 4, 2010

Troite:

AR b n: nMsaye cov pliad vwith the Bw, any
ety amiews I inlbaifn proviings and
proaminng 1 cesaply with evacshenging smployes
laws.
Pdr the enflirety of WWEE's adstence, WWE falent

- have been clacalied as indanandeant cantractors
and not smployeas.
‘There Is notnow, nor has there ever besn, sny
crimingl Investigaion in WAE's Yeatmentof iis
Supersters 8s indspendent contractors.
WW=) t=mmeitand reporting of T St e
Indbponiiann ceir=gizn hus rover busl
chamenzad t tveidifned by any faderal or state
regmmny bosiy @alieg g ety vi VEIE's
aistenns.
Up untl] s lealinn; WA his aothage
inveatigeted in the sact for independent contasior

- cissalficatian.

Al WWNE pajigrimniing, selis sem . lmemon, Hinmowas togena, weestiing moves, Dademada. logonand copyrights are the axclusiva property of WHWE, Inc.-and lisxubtdiaries All mhat Tadeinane.
logon and copyrighis are the propany of Doir respeciive ownera @ 2011 WAE, Inc. All Rightls Reservad.

This webdlia isdmiut [n thas Usiival Simbe. By satmritting pemmnal informabion to Sve wobslis you tonsonl ts your Infommation being maintained in Lw United Status, subject to appicable U.E. lawe U8,
faw may be diffaromt than the law of your hame country.
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 ExhibitH

- Make-A-Wish Ad Script
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* Video: WWE Supports the Make-a-Wish Foundation

(32 se_conds)

TRANSCRIPT

Announcer: For over 25 m, World Wrestling Entejtainment has proudly 'supponed the
Make-a-Wish Foundation, helping to grant wishes to children with life threatening illnesses.

David Whliams (President & CEO of Make-a-Wish): WWE grants more wishes for kids than
any other professional sports organization. ’

Unidentified child: [ was crying a little bit, really. I was so excited.

Unidantifial woman: It was amazing to mart him. Ani it was very awasame and I just want to
thank Make-a-Wish. '
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- Exhibit]
Wrestlemania Reading Challenge
- Ad Script




Video: Wrestle Mania Reading Challenge

(32 seconds)

TRANSCRIPT

Rey Mysterio: The purpose of the Wrestle Mania reading challenge is to motivate the youth

Marie Anne Hodel (Librarian): World Wrestling Entertainment really has helped put the
"library on the map. I've noticed a lot more kids coming in, es upecxallytheteenagm. whlch isa
hard demographic for us to reach.

Annoecer: WWE has inspired ovar a quaner of a million students to broaden their horizons
through reading.

Marie Anne Hodel (Librarian): I think it’s a perfect marriage. WWE — they promote and give
back to the communities. As the director of the library, I am all for it.

'S UTTERTVEERST . IS Tt S SIS TRl LISTSM e nd™NT Y m om The FUTI  e TV Temn e e elie e A me e wS s mh e s m
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Exhibit J
WWE Divas Ad Script
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Video: WWE Divas
(32 seconds)

TRANSCRIPT
‘“Layla”: I am happy to be a WWE Diva. .

“Bella Twins”: Qur job is to pretty much make people smile and they do the same thing back to
us. Can you beat that?

“Alicia Fox™: I feel as though I'm really starting to develop a good foundation to be a role
model.

“Eve”: I have the opportunity of showing young girls that being strong, independent, intelligent,
and healthy can really take you anywhere you want to go in life.

“Layla™: Ithasalsogwenmealotofcoumgetospeakupandsay this is me. This is who [ am.

R e — e e et —f-‘!--—_——"— —— Y — =—.=—.==—=—-. - ) - o s "t

“Michelle McCool™: This for me is a dream. I'm in heaven.

da =R =
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‘“Vince McMahon Addresses the
WWE_.Upiverse” web.video seript
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Video: Vince McMahon addresses the WWE Universe
(1 minute and 23 seconds)

- TRANSCRIPT

McMahon: The United State Senatorial campaign in Connecticut involving my wife, former
WWE CEO Linda McMahon, and Attorney General Richard Blumenthal has quite frankly put
the spotlight on WWE. And it has resulted in some negative and inaccurate attacks on our
company. So, we're reaching out directly to you -- the ' WWE universe, our fans -- to provide the
real facts sbout WWE. And we ask you to join us in tesponding to these malicious altacks
against the company and you, our viewers. We've initiated a new campaign called Stand Up for
WWE.

We'll be posting videos regularly on WWE.com to set the record straight. And we ask you to
utilize YouTube, Twitter, Facebook, as well as WWE.com to correct biased and inaccurate .
media reports. WeencourageyoutosxgnontoWWB sFaoebookpagemduplondyourv;deos

your pxcmres, and your | stones on YouTube vou:mg your support for WWE.

11844303600

Car—— RIS bl

Let’s show the world the power of World Wrestlmg Entemlmnent. Let's stand up for WWE.
Thank you. ]
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“Celebrities Discuss Experiencing the

Power of WWE?’ web viden script
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Video: Celebrities Discuss Experiencing thie Power of WWE

(1 minate and 49 sownds)

TRANSCRIPT

Dennis Miller: I think the WWE is populist entertainment at its best.

Ryam Phillippe: The fact that it has sustained as long as it has, and tc muimain its popularity, is
remarkable. There’s nothing else really that you could compare it to.

Florence Henderson: You know why: imprassed me was the suc of thm ixganization. And how
nice everybody is.

Bak BRarker: Ihave never been with any company — movxe. television — any company, where
there were so many people, and they are so nice.

- .- Joremy Piven: After doing this, rmsomsmlylmmsed. Because everyone is_wildly.

professiomal. _ _
Jon Lovitz: It's 'probabiy the most pmfessionally a1 shew 1've aver dane — ever. Period.

Cedric the Entertainer: For everybody to be so cordial, and professional, and down to earth, it
was 2 good envirenment to be a part of. So, it was top notch for me definitely. :

Jewel: ‘Being able to.come and be a part of the WWE family wes a lat of fun, Because it really-
is like a family.

Johnny Knoxville: It’s such a family atmosphere you got here too. It’s, uh, yeah. It’s pretty
great.

Dennis Miller: Idon’t like it when things like this are denigrated. This is fun. And I'm telling
you there’s a right of passage here. You cmm see it betwarn those fathmers and sons out in the
crowid. I dig that whole feeling.

Maria Menoaznos: It was the mast thrilling experience of my life. I'm goixig ta cry now.

-104 -
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Transcript of Vince McMahon Sgeech_
at Fan Appreciation Day, Oct. 30..2010
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Video: Vince McMahon Ddivm a Special Message at “Fan Appreciation Day”
(2 mxinutes anil 9 seconds)

TRANSCRIPT

. McMahon: Well, some people may think I am out here to talk about politics today — nothing

ommann g e 1

could be further from the truth. Although I do enconrage you to vate this Tuesday, and while
you're voting, feel free to wear a WWE t-shirt.

PAUSE

No, I came out here to simply say thank you. That’s what this day is all about. It’s about fan
appreciation. No one appreciates their fans more than World Wrestling Entertainment.
Altheugh no douht, we the WW snivarse — we'ue been subject to ridicule by elitists. On
occasion wa've beent subject to out-and-out lies by same politicians. We’ve been subject to

distortion and equivocation by some members of the media. Nonetheless, fourteea million of ns
watch WWEon televxs:oneachandeveryweekbere in the United States.

- - - - . s w vy e e T e - =

PAUSE
McMahdn: Which means you stand up for what you want to watch on television. It means you
stand up for what you think is appropriate for your family to watch. It means you stand up for

what you enjoy. It means you stand up for WWE. So with that in mind - standup' Come on.
Stantt up! Stand up for fan appreciation day! Stand up!

END
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Exhibit N
Video CD
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